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From the President’s Desk

It was good news to receive the final budget reports from the
Campbell River conference and discover there was a surplus

after all the bills were paid.  I have also had a
chance to read and summarize the evaluation
forms.  All indicated it was an enjoyable and
informative weekend with   a few suggestions
for improvements.

Planning for the Kamloops “Historic
Grasslands” conference for 2013 is already
well under way with a very active conference
committee chaired by Mary Campone.  In
order to touch base with Mary and see some
of the venues, Jacqueline Gresko and I along
with our husbands made a quick trip to

Kamloops in August.  While I toured the Coast Hotel next to the
conference centre Jacqueline and
Mary met with staff of the Land
Titles Office.  A tour of this facility
will be offered as a workshop
option. This is going to be a very
interesting and diverse weekend
and I encourage members to plan
to attend.   Visit our website for a
preview of events.

Barb Hynek, Mary Campone,
Jacqueline Gresko at the Coast
Hotel in Kamloops

New Online Resources

Craigdarroch Castle has a new updated website with a video
page, many new photos, online event calendar and links to social
media from Facebook to You Tube.  Check it out at
www.thecastle.ca

Nikkei National Museum & Cultural Centre launched a redesigned
website providing easy access for site visitors.  With a unifying
design and user friendly features, you can browse spotlighted
cultural events or exhibitions, shop for an interesting book or film
and search for services.   www.nikkeiplace.org

Life Histories: funded through the Irving K Barber Learning
Centre’s British Columbia History Digitization Program, a series
of original manuscripts describe aspects of Lake Country’s history
from the late 1800s to the 1950s.  Manuscripts are displayed as
a photograph of the original document and as an easily readable
and text-searchable document which are downloadable in pdf
format from the Lake Country Museum’s website   
www.lakecountrymuseum.com

New  On-line Resources, con’td

The Nauticapedia databases have been updated and now hold
37,727 vessel histories and 45,295 mariner biographies.
Searches for HMC Ships are now available - the search must
include the complete vessel name
e.g. “HMCS Yukon” without any
periods.  Search for Canadian
Coast Guard Ships and Cutters
using CCGS and CCGC and US
Coast Guard Cutters with USSCGC
and US Naval Vessels with USS.  A
wealth of information is available at
www.nauticapedia.ca                         HMCS Chippawa & crew

The Canada Heritage Foundation announced Building Stories, a
new interactive online inventory of historic buildings, structures
and sites across Canada, is now a click away from the homepage
of its website       www.heritagecanada.org 

The tools in Building Stories can help communities and individual
citizens take a direct and active role in identifying the significant
and valued places that make up a vital part of the country’s
heritage assets.  Sites can be added to the fully searchable
database and mapping system, which is open to additional
contributions of stories, memories, digital artifacts and
photographs The sites can also be accessed through mobile
applications for Android, iPhone and Blackberry phones.

Sunshine Coast Museum & Archives have completed their
newspaper digitization project with the Irving K. Barber Learning
Centre’s History Digitization Project grant.  The Coast News’

1924 digitized issues
span from their first
issue in 1945 up until
1989.  Future phases
of the project will see

the remainder of The Coast News, along with other local
newspapers, added to the database.  For a link to the Sunshine
Coast Newspaper Project  www.sunshinecoastmuseum.ca       

                                                                                                                                                                                      

B.C.H.F.  Website Book Store                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Check out the new additions to the BCHF Book Store  - Gateway
to Promise: Canada’s First Japanese Community by Ann-Lee &
Gordon Switzer of Victoria with over 200 historic photos..          
Dead Horse on the Tulameen: Settler Verse from BC
Similkameen Valley by Jon Bartlett and Rika Ruebsaat - the
poems in the book along with archival photographs as well as
Bartlett and Ruebsaat’s historical narrative, paint a vivid picture
of pioneer life in B.C.’s Similkameen valley.                               
                                                                                                                                                                                      

The Website Book Store now has 87 historical books and CDs on
many subjects in many areas of British Columbia.  Check it out at
         http://bchistory.ca/publications/store/index.html 

http://www.thecastle.ca
http://www.nikkeiplace.org
http://www.nauticapedia.ca
http://www.heritagecanada.org
http://www.sunshinecoastmuseum.ca
http://bchistory.ca/publications/store/index.html


New photographs illuminate the history of

aviation in Richmond                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The City of Richmond Archives was the recipient of a large
donation of historical photographs documenting early aviation
activities in Richmond and aircraft dating from the 1930s and
1940s.                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                   

The unique collection of over 4,500 photographic prints was
created by Gordon Irons, a pilot and amateur photographer, who
began work as a control town operator at Vancouver International
Airport in 1933                                                                                                                                           

After Mr. Iron’s death in
2002, his wife presented
the photographs to Harry
Pride, a pilot and aviation
historian, who had grown
up in Richmond and long
time friend and associate. 

                                                                           

O v e r  7 0  o f  t h e
photographs taken by
Gordon Irons were used in

the book “A Life With Wings: Growing Up with Aviation in
Richmond, B.C.”  Authored by Harry Pride and published in 2010.
                                                                                                                                                                                      

The images capture the rapid technological changes that
occurred in the early era of aviation history and document the role
Richmond has played in being the centre of aviation activities in
the Lower Mainland of British Columbia.                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Courtesy of the Richmond Archives news

The Osoyoos & District Museum and Archives received a grant
of $71,000 from the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official
Languages, Honourable James Moore, under
the Celebration and Commemoration Program
for the project titled: The War of 1812 in the
West: The Oregon Country Legacy.   The two
year project from 2012-2013 will involve the
development of a traveling exhibit, the
creation of an online exhibit, and the
publication of learning materials that will tell
the story of the impact of the War of 1812 on
the West.                                                                                                     

                                                                                            
The War of 1812 had a legacy in Western Canada, although few
Canadians today know about its repercussions on the region
called the Oregon Country.  Although the War was declared in
June 1812, news of the War did not reach the Pacific Coast until
December that year.  The American Pacific Fur Company sold
out to the Canadian North West Company in the fall of 1813,
thinking it would be attacked by a British warship.  Part of British
Columbia was affected by this event.  As a result of subsequent
British influence, sovereignty over the territory south of the 49th

parallel was not resolved until the boundary was finally settled in
1846.                                                                                                                                                                 

 As well as the traveling exhibit, which will be shown at several
museums in the region, there will be a commemorative event in
Kamloops in 2013, the location of a Pacific Fur Company outpost
that was taken over by the North West Company during the War.
        

                                                                                                                                                                                   

Cape Lazo, BC Coast Guard station                                          

                                                                                                                                                                              

Since 1908 there has been a radio presence at Cape Lazo, BC
perched high on the cliffs overlooking te Strait of Georgia.  The
original call sign was SKD until it changed to VAC in 1913.  The
original station had a transmitting range of 150 miles and
broadcasted both safety and weather information.                                       

                                                                                         

                                                                                         

         Today it is recognized as
Comox Coast Guard Radio but
over 100 years ago vessels
hailed ‘Cape Lazo’.  Comox is
the third busiest marine traffic
centre across Canada (behind
only Victoria and Halifax) for the
number of incidents handled -
close to 800 last year alone.

The west coast centre handles nearly 50% of all marine incidents
in Canada and manages almost half of all the one million marine
traffic movements in Canada.   See the complete article at        
http://www.nauticapedia.ca/Articles/MCTS_final.php                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Don ‘t miss any of the Nauticapedia articles that are published
weekly.  Ask to be added to their email notification service so you
will know when the feature article changes..  Make the request at
toesds@eastlink.ca                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                               

B.C. Black History Awareness Society                    

                                                                                                                                                                                  

The Society was formed in February 1994 to celebrate the
achievements of Black people in British Columbia and was later
expanded to include creating greater awareness of the history of
Black pioneers in B.C.; stimulating
interest in the study of the
contributions of persons of African
ancestry to British Columbia and
Canada; and celebrating the
historical achievements of Black
people in the arts, education,
government, sports, science, etc. in
B.C. and Canada.  The goals
include promoting diversity and
inclusion throughout the community and bringing together diverse
groups of people who have an interest in fulfilling our mandate. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

    The Society has developed a curriculum related to the history of
Black pioneers, but it has been broadened to a Learning Centre
web site where those interested might explore the lives of
perhaps heretofore unknown Black people and their places and
events in B.C.’s Black history.                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Those interested in learning more can check out our web site at
www.bcblackhistory.ca      Memberships and inquiries are invited
from anyone interested in our goals.  Each February, during Black
History Month, many exciting events are hosted in which the
community is invited to participate.                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                      

From an article submitted by Mavis DeGirolama, President
BCBHAS                                                                                     
                                                                                                    
In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with
only one chair.  Commonly, a long wide board folded down from
the wall and was used for dining.  The “head of the household”
always sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor.
 Occasionally a guest, who was usually a man, would be inivted
to sit in this chair during a meal.  To sit in the chair meant you
were important and in charge.  They called the one sitting in the
chair the “chair man” Today in business, we use the expression

or title “Chairman” or “Chairman of the Board”                2.

Http://www.naticapedia.ca/Articles/MCTS_final.php
mailto:toesds@eastlink.ca
http://www.bcblackhistory.ca


          Quesnel railway station

Building the Pacific Great Eastern Railway: an

anniversary celebration with Quesnel Museum

 The Quesnel and District Museum and Archives celebrated the
100th anniversary of the construction of the PGE and the 60th

anniversary of its completion to Prince George                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                      

  The PGE was incorporated in February 1912 to build a line from
Vancouver to connect with the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway at
Prince George.  By 1921, the line had reached Quesnel and,
finally, in November of 1952 the line reached Prince George.        

                                                                     

Railway historian Barrie
Sanford gave an illus-
trated talk on “The
Phantom Railway”, the
construction of the
original PGE line north
from Quesnel.  It was
built in 1921, but the rails
were torn up after two
attempts to construct a
b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e
Cottonwood River failed.
                                                                     

On June 16th, the City
unveiled a Heritage Plaque to honour the anniversaries of the
PGE Railway.  Sanford led a walk along the remains of the
railway grade and shared his knowledge of the construction of the
route and brought a few artifacts which he discovered when he
first mapped the old railway line in the 1980s.                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Barrie Sanford is among BC’s most prolific and respected railway
historians.  He has an engineering degree from UBC and lived in
Quesnel for many years.  He shared his lifelong passion for
railroads during the special weekend of activities designed to
commemorate the significant role the Pacific Great Eastern
Railway played in the development of Quesnel and to celebrate
the engineering feats of the past century.                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Edited from an article by Annie Gallant in the Quesnel Observer, June 8,

2012.   Photo  courte sy o f Qu esne l and D istric t Museum & Archives      

                                                                                

Interesting spring events around B.C.                    

                                                                                                                                                                                      

STAVE FALLS POWERHOUSE    - B.C.
Hydro celebrated the 100th anniversary of
the Stave Falls Powerhouse on August
11th with birthday cake, carnival games,
crafts for kids, etc. at their family-friendly
event.

HERITAGE VANCOUVER’S Michael Kluckner conducted a tour
thru the Kitsilano of the 1960s and 1970s, recalling Vancouver’s
Hippie community and its legacy of social activism.                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                      

BARKERVILLE HISTORIC TOWN’S famous Theatre Royal
celebrated its 144th year.  Established soon after the great
Barkerville fire of 1868, the Theatre Royal has stood as a
testament to an appreciation of things that are beautiful and
inspiring, even in times of great adversity.  Every summer season
since Barkerville was first declared a provincial heritage site more
than fifty years ago, a dedicated troupe of actors, singers,
dancers and musicians assemble in the historic town to re-create
the mission of the original Cariboo Amateur Dramatic Association
bringing joy and creativity to the goldfields.                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                    

GRAY CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY celebrated its Museum
Days in the log Gray Creek Hall which turned 100 this year.  The
Society’s annual Museum Days is very popular and attracts
visitors from throughout the Kootenays.

NORTH VANCOUVER MUSEUM & ARCHIVES offered public
walking tours 4 days a week during the
summer.  Waterfront Productions presented
Shipyard Sal who spoke about life in Canada’s
shipyards during WWII.  You learn about female
shipyard workers doing hard physical labor,
joined unions and earning as much money as
their male co-workers.   

GULF OF GEORGIA CANNERY & HERITAGE VANCOUVER
offered a special walking tour on August 26th “On the Backs of
Salmon” which included a morning tour of the historic fishing
village of Steveston, followed by lunch at Pajo’s Fish and Chips
on the wharf, then a tour of the Gulf of Georgia Cannery.                    

                                                                                                                                                                                      

NANAIMO MUSEUM offered Historical Pub and Cemetery tours
which uncovered the rich history of local landmarks and the
unique people who shaped Nanaimo’s community.                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                      

We lost some great historians this summer                

                                                                                                                                                                       

MILTON PARENT  - 29 July 1934 - 8 July 2012                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Milton was an author, historian, musician and family man.  He
wrote seven books on the history of
the Arrow Lakes area and earned
the 2001 Lieutenant Governor’s
Award for Historical Writing for his
book “Circle of Silver” about mining
in the Lardeau.                                                          

                                                                                                      

Milton was well respected in the
Arrow Lakes Historical Society and
the B.C. historical community.  He
also had a great gift for music and
loved to share it with all as shown by
his formation of the Rube Band that performed in the July 1st

Parade this year.                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                            

Milton is survived by Rosemarie, his wife of almost 58 years, his
brother Leoard, sisters Doreen and Judy, his children Simone
(Ted), Milton, Pat, Lynette (Gyno), nine grandchildren and
numerous nieces and nephews and was adored by all.              
                                                                                                    
BILL BARLEE  - June 14, 2012                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Long time historian, Bill’s major focus was the preservation and
promotion of British Columbia’s history and heritage.  Bill wrote
and published the local history magazine series Canada West
and popular books including best sellers Gold Creeks and Ghost

Towns and The Guide to Gold
Panning in B.C.                                                        

                                                                                                     

Bill also co-hosted the popular and
award winning CHBC TV series
Gold Trails and Ghost Towns which
aired from 1986 to 1996 on five
different networks nationwide.               

                                                                                                     

                                                                                 Bill had
a rich and varied career as a politician, historian, televison host,
author, publisher, museum collector/curator, entrepreneur and
high school teacher.   Bill is survived by his wife Kathleen Kyle
and three daughters.                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                           

DUNCAN STACEY  - July 16, 2012          
Long time Richmond   resident,     researcher
and historian especially in  the fishing and
canning industries who co-authored several
books.                                                            

                                            3.    



      B.C. History Bulletin Board

THINNING OUT MY COLLECTION OF B.C. AND WESTERN
CANADA history books.  Most are out of print.     For titles or
information contact   Al     604-275-2103 or email                      
           alpedersen@shaw.ca                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                          

BCHF MEMBERS JON BARLETT AND RIKA RUEBSAAT’S
new history of the Similkameen Valley, Dead Horse on the
Tulameen is available by mail to BCHF members for $30 post
free.  Visit their website   www.jonandrika.org   or write to Box
2451, Princeton BC   V0X 1W0                          

                                                                                                                                                            

THE SOCKEYE SPECIAL: THE STORY OF THE STEVESTON
TRAM AND EARLY LULU ISLAND.  Stories and over 80 historic
photographs.  $20 incl P&H   www.sockeyespecial.com - PayPal -
signed or mail Box 36513 Seafair PO, Richmond BC V7C 5M4 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                      

             

You  can a dvertise on The History Bulletin Board - 25 words for $5.00 +

.15  wo rd fo r ad ditiona l wo rds ..  Email newsletter@bchistory and we can

em ail you  an advertising form .                                               

Pemberton Museum receives funding                              

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The Pemberton Museum and Archives Society received more
than $66,000 from the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund through the
Department of Canadian Heritage to complete a building in
progress on the museum grounds that will house exhibits,
archives and office space.                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Chilliwack-Fraser Canyon MP Mark Strahl made the
announcement following the support from local government and
the community for a project that has been an eight-year process
for the museum society.                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

“This museum is a living account of the rich history and life in the
Pemberton Valley” said Strahl, “We appreciate the professional
work of the team from the Pemberton and District Museum and
Archives Society.  This large-scale project will make the
museum’s exhibition and activities more accessible to the public.”
                                                                                                                                                                                      

The funds
will be used
for flooring,
l i g h t i n g ,
wiring and
o t h e r
b u i l d i n g
essentials.
The two-
s t o r e y
structure will
p r o v i d e
b e t t e r
a r c h i v e
storage for the museum, terminals to access digital entries in the
collection and space to exhibit pieces currently in storage.                

                                                                                                                                                                                   

The space freed up on the museum grounds will also make room
for the old one-room Pemberton Station schoolhouse to be
brought from its current location at the Coast Mountain Outdoor
School and used as more exhibit space.                                                                   

Interesting coming events                                                                         

                                                                                                                               
UNTIL  SEPTEMBER 16, 2012 - BRITANNIA MINE MUSEUM
is featuring a unique metal art
sculptures exhibit in their historic
machine shop.  MINeD is a series
of metal sculpture art pieces that
are lively and organic in shape,
created by artist Margie McDonald,
to symbolize the imaginations of
the brain through the use of
recycled metal materials.  The
exhibit reflects mining, the
materials that are mined and how these elements influence art.
                                                                                                    
HISTORICAL CHINATOWN TOURS organized by Judy Lam

Maxwell.  Explore Vancouver’s
Chinatown, one of the oldest
neighborhoods in the city and a
nationally-recognized historic site.
Uncover mystery, culture and little-
known vérité.  This historical
walking tour includes visits inside
century-old heritage buildings,
interactions with living connections

to the past, and other experiences of the senses.   Discover this
fascinating and unique pioneer community in our now-
multicultural city.                                                                         
                                                                                                
Friday - September 28, 2012  - 10 am - 12 noon                  
Saturday - September 29, 2012 - 10 am - 12 noon                     
Sunday - September 30, 2012  - 10 am - 12 noon                      
                                                                                                    
Judy Lam Maxwell    604-418-8560      Judy@chinatowngirl.com
                          www.chinatowngirl.com                                    
                                                                   
BURNABY VILLAGE MUSEUM - Burnaby
in Motion-Going Electric - Saturday
September 29th 11:30 am - 4:30 pm         
Free lectures about electric railways in
Metro Vancouver and the Fraser Valley.
Expert speakers will provide fascinating
looks into the history of electric railway
transportation as well as the possibilities of
reviving the system for future use.

NOVEMBER 23 & 24, 2012                    
The Squamish Historical Society and Quest University will
jointly host the inaugural Squamish Culture and Heritage
Festival on the campus of Quest University.  The goal is to bring
together residents from across the community, including local
elementary, secondary and post secondary students in a
celebration of our cultural and historical roots.                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                        The format for the two day event
will consist of historically themed
d i s p l a y s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,
presentations, films, live music
and art displays.  Some of the
topics to be presented are : First
Nation settlement and culture, the
life and times of early pioneers,
the history of logging and railroading in the valley and the
contribution of the Sikh community to the economic and social
growth of Squamish.           For information - Squamish Historical
Society website   wwwsquamishhistory.ca and for general
information about the festival email   Helmut Manzl at
hfmanzl@hotmail.com  or Bianca Peters at bianca@bpcom.ca 

                                                                                        4.
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A Pioneer Profile   - Tom Lymbery                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Edited from an article by Greg Nesteroff, Nelson Star, June 20.12
                                                                                                                                                                                      

Ninety-nine years ago, Arthur Lymbery was persuaded to open
a small store at Gray Creek,
then an isolated East Shore
outpost with thrice weekly
sternwheeler service.   Later,
it became the busy terminus
of the Kootenay Lake ferry,
and he added a post office,
gas pump and auto camp. 
These are now gone, but the
business remains in the
family, now a two-storey
emporium  that claims to be the “Woodstove and Fireplace
Capital of the Kootenays” and “The Most Interesting Store You”ve
Ever Seen”.  The slogans are from the clever mind of Arthur’s
son, Tom, employed in the store since boyhood, and now its
proprietor emeritus.                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                      

   While Arthur sold anything anybody needed - a billiard table and
sun dial were two more unusual items in the 1920's - Tom took

things much further, adding an insurance
agency, woodstoves and chainsaws.  “I
needed a chainsaw, but when it came in, it
sold before I got to use it,” he says.  “A local
man asked ‘What do you do after you’ve sold
everybody one?’  We still haven’t got to that
point”.  When ICBC’s Autoplan insisted on
street addresses instead of box numbers, the
store’s cul-de-sac was christened Chainsaw
Avenue, described in a travel guide as a

“once-in-a-lifetime address.                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                      

A new, much larger store opened in 1979 next to the old one,
complete with grocery, hardware and clothing departments.  With
an inventory of 20,000 items, the store’s brochure boldly declares
“If we don’t have it, you don’t need it” Tom Lymbery has extended
his marketing genius to the community at large.  He coined the
term Best Shore, and when BC towns were encouraged to erect
berms for Expo 86, he created some unusual welcome signs The
signs declared Gray Creek a metric-free zone  - due part to mix-
ups between imperial and metric
measurements that  caused
headaches when building the new
store.                                                                                        

                                                                                     
A  voracious reader, Tom usually has
three books on the go - he ensures
the store is well stocked, especially
with local history titles.  “If I wanted a
book, it was just as easy to buy
several and sell the rest”, he said.     
                                                                                                          

                                                                                                          

 A lifelong resident, except for a few
years of high school in Vancouver,
Tom’s often asked about Gray
Creek’s past and usually has the answers.  He is a past-president
of the B.C. Historical Federation and has been President of the
Gray Creek Historical Society since its inception and leads tours
of local historic sites each summer.                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Tom sold his insurance business but never really retired.  He
stops by the store every day, although his son and others are
now in charge.  His grandchildren have become the fourth
generation to work there.  As its centennial nears, the store is
planning a celebration and eyeing further expansion.                 
                                                                                            

Brick by Brick: the Story of the Gabriola
Brickyard                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Little remains today of the Gabriola Brickyard except for piles of
broken bricks on Brickyard Beach and the name of the steep hill
on South Road.   From the end of the 19th century to 1952, the
Brickyard was Gabriola Island’s single most important industry
and largest employer.                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bricks were shipped off-island for
construction of buildings in Nanaimo,
Victoria, Vancouver and New
Westminster.  For more than five
decades, the Brickyard shaped the lives
of Gabriolans, as well as hundreds of
island families, Chinese contract laborers
and immigrant workers.                                         

                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    

 Now Gabriolans and visitors are able to
experience life in the Brickyard.  The
exhibit offers a glimpse into a past when
Gabriolans crafted the very bricks that built the cities and towns
of this province.  It was also a time when work could be brutally
tough and often dangerous.  However, the rewards were also
great and the Brickyard workers left an indelible record in the
industrial and social history of the Gulf Islands and British
Columbia.                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The exhibit opened in June and will be on display throughout
2012 and 2013.  For more information www.gabriolamuseum.org
                                                                                                                                                      

Business and history partnerships retain

heritage buildings and make them  viable

financial operation s                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                      

  The Nelson District Chamber of Commerce purchased the
historic CP Rail’s station building and is restoring one of the
area’s most treasured landmarks.  The Chamber has restored
and rehabilitated the exterior of the building and is now working
on the interior which will house a full service Regional Visitor
Information Centre along with an interpretive display that will
showcase the area’s character, business, investment
opportunities, heritage and cultural diversity.                                                        

                                                    

                                                    

The upper level
will have new
offices for the
C h a m b e r  o f
Commerce; the
Nelson and Area
E c o n o m i c
D e v e l o p m e n t
P a r t n e r s h i p ;
Invest Kootenay
and the Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism Association Regional
Destination Marketing Organization.                                                                           

                                                                                                   

In the Village of Steveston
(Richmond, B.C.) The Steveston
Historical Society have partnered
with Tourism Richmond in the
operation of the 1920 museum
building and post office.  Tourism
Richmond operate a Visitors Centre
and local Steveston Post Office.    
                                                                                                   

Two business partnerships that
retain the viability and integrity of

these historic buildings. 5.     

http://www.gabriolamuseum.org


Welcome to our new members

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

K. Addison  - Delta         M. Baker - Burnaby

J. Chambers - North Vancouver

S. Kirson  - Richmond         E. Koeh rer - 70 Mile House

J. Low  - West Vancouver         D. McFarlane  - Vancouver

C. Mould  - Nanaimo         J. Tsang  - Vancouver

                                                                                                    

  

The B.C. Historical Federation has 326 memberships

represen ting 27 ,204 m em bers

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES COPIES OF THE

B.C. HISTORY MAGAZINE AND  BCHF NEW SLETTER   

    The BCHF Newsletter is published quarterly              

                                                                                                                                                  
         Ron Hyde  - Editor   newsletter@bchistory.ca          

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                       To get your own copy of the Newsletter mailed            

                 to you for four issues, send $5 cheque payable         

                              To BCH F and  mail to                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                       BC HF Newsle tter                                

10991 No. 1 Rd, Box 36105  - Richmond BC V7E 1S0

Teamsters Truck collection finds a new home
in Cloverdale                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The Surrey Heritage Society was looking for a home for this
important collection of 18 vintage trucks that were formerly in the
Teamsters Freight Transportation Museum in Port Coquitlam.     

                                                                                                   

  The City of Surrey agreed to lend
the Society the old Surrey Museum
building on the corner of 60 Avenue
and 176 Street.  The building is
currently being upgraded and
painted for the collection and the
Society is working toward the
museum being open to the public
later this year.                                                          

                                                                                                   

Many of the vehicles were part of
the former B.C. Transportation
Museum until 1992 and then
transferred to the Teamsters
Freight Transportation Museum and
Archives Collection.                                                                                                                             

                                                                        There are 18 trucks in the collection of
which 14 are completely restored.  Many of these vehicles are
from the King collection, named after the original collector, whose
wife donated them to B.C. Premier W.A.C. Bennett.                                  

                                                                                                                                                                              

Fraser Valley Heritage Railway Society                 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Has moved its trams 1225 and 1304 from its Sullivan Station
location to the new
tram barn and depot
i n  d o w n t o w n
Cloverdale.  The
Society is planning to
operate the trams as
a tourist attraction
with a ride from
Cloverdale to Scott
Road and return.  The
Society is  looking for
volunteers to assist in

this exciting historic attraction
and if you would like to be a
part of this great ride of a
lifetime, now is the time to get
on board.  Would you like to
learn to drive BCER 1225?
Talk to the passengers and tell
stories about ‘the good old
days’ on the rails?   Greet and

guide passengers on board, or at stations.  The Society is looking
for  volunteers to come ride with them on weekends.  If you are
interested and wish more information, give them a call at 604-
538-9611 or email   volunteer@fvhrs.org  with your name and
what you are interested in.  Check out the Fraser Valley Heritage
Railway Society’s website at    www.fvhrs.org  And view the great
series of photographs covering the move of the two trams and
their installation into the tram barns.                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The Final Say                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                      

 When you read the articles in this issue and the listings of Spring
Events around B.C.  and the Coming Events, there are some
wonderful historic celebrations happening throughout British
Columbia.   It is also heart-warming to read about the dedication
of groups and Societies who have undertaken mammoth tasks to
preserve some of our exciting history.                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Kudos to the Surrey Heritage Society taking care of the vintage
truck collection, the Osoyoos Museum and Archives for their
traveling exhibit on the War of 1812 in the West, the Pemberton
Museum and Archives for their construction project for their
museum and archive expansion and the Fraser Valley Heritage
Railway Society for its exciting project to operate a tram for
tourists in the Cloverdale/Surrey area.                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Collectively, we need to keep our provincial and federal politicians
informed of the many heritage and historical projects being
undertaken by an army of volunteers throughout the Province.
When you get coverage in your local newspaper, send a copy to
your local MLA and MP to keep them informed.  Invite them to
any of your exhibit openings.  Keepimg your local, provincial and
federal representatives aware of your work, can pay dividends
down the road when you are looking for a grant or other

assistance                                                               
 It was sad to hear of the passing of a great BCHF friend, author
and Arrow Lakes Historical Society history advocate,  Milt Parent
and of writer and historian Bill Barlee.   Both will be sadly missed.
                                                                                                                                                                                      

Our readers tell us they enjoy hearing of our member’s projects,
exhibits, etc. and to learn of events that they might incorporate
into their schedule.  Please keep The Newsletter in mind when
you publish your newsletter, promote an event or undertake a
major project.  Either email us at newsletter@bchistory.ca  or
drop it into the mail at  Newsletter, 10991 N o. 1 Road, Richmond,
BC   V7E 1S0.                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                      

In our June issue of the Newsletter, we featured a selection of
photos taken at the BCHF Conference at Campbell River.  I
mistakenly gave the photo credits to Vice President Barry Gough
and it should have been Derek Hayes.  Belated thanks Derek, for
a great job.                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Ron Hyde  - Editor                                          
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“ We learned the significance of Chinatown’s 

unique heritage 

buildings...

... initiated into the 

mysteries 

of Chinese herbal medicine ...

... went back in time as we ducked into

 secret passageways
 used to avoid curfew laws."

HISTORICal 
CHINATOWN 
TOURS

Want to learn about 

Vancouver ?

with Judy Lam Maxwell
604 418 8560
judy@chinatowngirl.ca
www.chinatowngirl.ca

Scan here for 
contact information

Image source: City of Vancouver, reference code VPL14625
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