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From the President’s desk

Following my election as President for a second year, I must
admit there was a sign of relief on my part at the close of the
annual BCHF Conference in Campbell River.  My first conference
as President seemed to be enjoyed by all as we celebrated
BCHF’s 90th birthday.

As always, a lot of work went into the planning and organizing,
but it was well worth it to see so many delegates enjoying the
beautiful setting, the workshops, tours and sessions on local
history.  The museum staff were great to work with and I
especially appreciated all the work and support of Sandra Parrish
and Catherine Gilbert.  For me the highlight of the weekend was
the opportunity for my husband Ken and I to meet and     escort
The Honourable Steven L. Point, Lieutenant-Governor of British
Columbia into the Awards Banquet.

Thanks to Council member, Derek Hayes, we have an impressive
collection of photographs documenting the Conference.  These
are posted on our website under “Conferences”.

Our awards are an important part of what we do to encourage
writing and promotion of B.C. history.  The highest book award,
the Lieutenant-Governor’s medal for historical writing, was
presented in memoriam to Chuck Davis.  The award was
received by Bruce Watson of the Vancouver Historical Society
and shortly after the event, I visited Edna Davis in her home and
delivered the medal.

It is already time to start working on next year’s conference in
Kamloops.  With the theme of historic grasslands, this will be
another opportunity for delegates to get to know a unique part of
B.C.’s history.

An important part of being President is to speak up about issues
of concern facing our members and others working in the field of
history.  I wrote a letter to the Honourable James Moore, Minister
of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages protesting the
elimination of the National Archives Development Program
administered by the Canadian Council of Archives.

Have a great summer.  I know
many of you will be busy as
tourists visiting the many historic
sites and museums throughout 
B.C.

The Federation is celebrating its
90th birthday during the year of
2012 and our Spring 2012 issue
Vol. 45 No. 1 sported a special
cover and a cake at the
Campbell River Conference.

Kamloops Conference May 8 - 12, 2013

The Kamloops Committee has been working to create a
memorable experience at the Historic Grasslands Conference in
Kamloops next May.  There is an immense amount of history in
Kamloops and the surrounding area and opportunities abound for
exciting talks, sessions, tours, etc.  This is a good time to mark
the
dates May 8 - 12 on your 2013 calendar as you don’t want to
miss it.  Quarterly updates will appear in the Newsletter and a
conference website will soon be available.



ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

There are many anniversaries being celebrated in 2012.  A few of the BCHF Council members shared some great
information with me.  The wide range of Anniversary topics that follow, demonstrate that history can be interesting, exciting,
involve a broad range of subjects and events, and can be absolutely fascinating.  I hope you enjoy the following
Anniversaries as much as I did researching and assembling them.      Ron Hyde

25thth
     RICK HANSEN - MAN IN MOTION 25th anniversary

of his return from traveling the world for 26 months.  Over these
25 years, the Rick Hansen Foundation has raised $252 million for
spinal chord research, accessibility projects and quality of life
initiatives.

25TH
   BRITANNIA MINES AND CONCENTRATOR AS A

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE   In 1988 Parks Canada approved
the dedication as a National Historic Site.  The Board also
designated the Concentrator (Mill
3), a building of historic and
arch i tec tu ra l  impor tance.
Completed in 1923, the Mill 3
Concentrator was constructed of
concrete and steel - a decision
preempted by the fact that Mill 2,
which was a wood structure, was
ravaged by fire and destroyed in 1921.  In 1929, Britannia Mines
was the largest producer of copper in the British Empire providing
17% of the world supply.  During the life of the Mines, over
60,000 people of mixes races, languages and religions worked
and made their homes in the area of the Britannia Mines.

50TH    CANADIAN COAST GUARD   was
created January 26th, 1962 and are celebrating
their 50 years of service to all Canadians

50TH      TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY
started as Trinity
Junior College in 1962.  It now
enrolls 4,000 students on a 157 acre
campus and is Canada’s largest
privately funded Christian University.

60TH   QUEEN ELIZABETH II Diamond
Jubilee of her accession to the throne
February 6, 1952 after the death of her father
King George VI.

90TH     B. C.  HISTORICAL FEDERATION

The British Columbia Historical Association was established in
1922 to promote the preservation and
documentation of the province’s history.  In
1983 it changed its name to the British
Columbia Historical Federation.  The group
held pioneer reunions erected tablets to
commemorate historic sites and published
several periodical publications over the course
of its history.  The Association had members in
locations throughout the province.

The Federation now has 297 memberships including historical
societies, museums, archives, affiliate members and associate
members (representing over 26,000 individuals) all with the
common goal to preserve and promote British Columbia’s exciting
history.

100TH
   COLBOURNE HOUSE  - 8743 SW Marine Dr. Van. 

Built in 1912 by T. Thomas,
carpenter and sold in 1936 to
Henry Colbourne and occupied by
the family until 1981.  The
dwelling known as Colbourne
House has been recognized by
the City of Vancouver Heritage
Committee and the Marpole
community for its significance as
one of the original homes built in the period of local transition
from farming to township.  The property was leased to the
Marpole Museum and Historical Society for a period of 60 years.
The  Society has a 100th Anniversary celebration August 26,
2012. 

100TH
    CITY OF DUNCAN    Is celebrating with some special

events to mark their 100th.  A 100
km motorcycle ride  - planting 100
trees  - a time capsule to be
opened in 25 years  - a dedication
of the local cenotaph attended by
100 pipers.  Lieutenant Governor
Steven Point raised the City’s new
flag for the first time on March 4,
2012.   Celebrations are happening

all summer.  Full details at    www.duncancentennial.ca

100TH    JOHN OLIVER HIGH SCHOOL (formerly South Van
High)   Is celebrating their centennial September 21 and 22 at
JOHS.  Former students can check out all the information at  
www.jo100.ca  

100TH    CITY OF WEST VANCOUVER is hosting many
special events from Horsehoe Bay to Ambleside.  Full details on
their special website   www.westvan100.ca 

100TH     THE TITANIC   - the
luxurious, unsinkable passenger liner
sunk on its maiden voyage off the coast
of Nova Scotia.  There have been
numerous articles, stories, displays,
souvenirs, pictures, postage stamps, etc.
to mark the 100th anniversary of this
disaster.

100TH     ROLLA, B.C.    Located 10 miles
north of Pouce Coupe.  The town’s growth
diminished when Dawson Creek was selected
as the railway terminus for the Peace River.
The picture is of the first community hall in
Rolla   (courtesy BC Archives). An interesting
website for early Rolla and Pouce Coupe
history is  www.carerleg.ca/part14-2-
contents.html/
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100TH   HENRY HUDSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - VAN
located at 1551 Cypress Street.   Named after Henry
Hudson, the explorer who discovered Hudson Bay
and for which the Hudson Bay Company was
n a m e d .   T h e  s p e c i a l  w e b s i t e
www.hudsoncentennial.com  has some great
student and class photos from the 1940s.

100TH   ELKS OF CANADA.  Founded in
1912 in Vancouver, B.C. by three men from
Seattle.  Now  with lodges across Canada
their mission statement is “A national fraternal
and charitable organization promoting and
serving community needs through local lodge
volunteers.

100TH   SURREY HIGH SCHOOL - LORD TWEEDSMUIR.  In
1912 the four room Cloverdale Public School opened and one
room contained a class of first year Junior High.  In 1917 the
school changed its name to Cloverdale Superior School and in
1919 it was renamed Surrey High School.  In 1940, John Buchan,
Lord Tweedsmuir of Elsfield died and the school honored him by
adopting his name.

100TH   BAMBERTON    is celebrating
their 100th anniversary on July 8 with
tours, presentations, book launch and
much more. Check the Bamberton
Historical Society website for full details
www.bambertonhistoricalsociety.org

100TH    LYNN VALLEY DAYS - NORTH VANCOUVER was
held May 26th with a heritage theme.  The Lynn Valley Lions Club
and Lynn Valley Community Association teamed up to host the
special anniversary celebrations.

100TH    C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL - BURNABY VILLAGE
MUSEUM.  The carousel was built
in 1912 in Leavenworth, Kansas.
The carousel was brought to
Vancouver in 1936 to Happyland in
Hastings Park and was later moved
to Playland.  When a decision was
made in 1989 to sell the horses,
volunteers from the Burnaby Village
Museum raised the $350,000 to

acquire the elaborate merry-go-round.

100TH    B.C. FOREST SERVICE protecting and promoting our
forests throughout the province.  There is a very interesting story
on the evolution of the Forest Service’s oval crest over the past
100 years on   www.bcfs100.ca/docs/pdf/6/406.pdf

100TH PEN-HI AND PENTICTON
SECONDARY SCHOOL In 1925
Pen-Hi was the largest school in the
valley.  A fire destroyed the school
in 1949 and a new school was built.
Check out their anniversary site at
www.penhigh100.com

100TH   THE VANCOUVER SUN
is celebrating 100 years of publishing and have been including
ongoing stories and wonderful pictures scanning decades of
Vancouver’s history and a good historical source.

100TH   VICTORIA 1912 - NEW
WESTMINSTER ROYALS BEAT THE
VICTORIA ARISTOCRATS 
8 - 3 in the first hockey game in North
America played on artificial ice in the
state-of-the-art arena built by Frank
Patrick on Cadboro Bay Road in Oak
Bay.

100TH   THE  PRINCE  GEORGE EXHIBITION has been a
favorite for 100 years.  When the Annual Fair closes its gates
August 12, 2012, it will take on a new name and direction and
become the B.C. Northern Exhibition .

100TH    THE GRAY CREEK HALL in Gray Creek on Kootenay
Lake is the only original cedar log
community hall in Canada.  It is still
used on a regular basis for live
theatre, meetings and the Gray Creek
Historical Society celebrate their week
long Museum Days annually in the
hall.  See the article by Tom Lymbery
on page 4.

100TH    THE PACIFIC GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY was
incorporated February 27, 1912 to build a rail
line from Vancouver to connect with the
Grand Trunk Pacific at Prince George.  The
anniversary celebration is being hosted by
the West Coast Railway Association
www.wcra.org  

100TH    FRENCH CREEK COMMUNITY
SCHOOL - COOMBS, B.C.   The community of Coombs found

its roots as a Salvation Army
colony in the late 1800s.
Strong community ties
prevented the closure of the
school in 1997, 2003 and
2004.  In June 2004, the
French Creek Community
S c ho o l  r e c e i v e d  i ts
“ c o m m u n i t y  s c h o o l ”
designation and became the
first community school in

School District N o. 39.

125TH   NANAIMO COALMINE EXPLOSION   - third largest
non-nuclear explosion after Ripple Rock and Halifax Harbour
explosion.  An explosion on May 3, 1887, in the Number One Coal
Mine, Esplanade, Nanaimo, B.C. killed more than 150 miners,
including 53 Chinese workers.  Only seven miners survived and
the mine burned for one full day.   The explosion started deep
underground after explosives were laid improperly.  Although
many miners died instantly, others were
trapped by the explosion.  These men
wrote farewell messages in the dust on
their shovels.  Nearly 150 children lost
their fathers and 46 women became
widows.

A plaque at the foot of Milton Street
commemorates the event with the
names of the 115 miners.  Unfortunately
the practice of the day was to assign
payroll numbers to Chinese miners
rather than to use their names.  At the Coroner’s inquest, the
Chinese miners were identified by the numbers assigned to them

by the Vancouver Coal Co.                                            .3.
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If you have some information on other Anniversaries that
are interesting and different, send me the information and
a jpg of an image to   newsletter@bchistory.ca  - we might
do a second set in the September issue of the Newsletter.

   Image from card courtesy Maritime Heritage Centre

125TH    C.P.R. ENGINE NO. 374'S   arrival in Vancouver.  No.
374 hauled the first passenger
train, carrying 150 passengers,
to go beyond Port Moody over
the 12 mile extension to
Vancouver, thus finally joining
Canada from East to West.
The restored #374 has a
permanent home in the Train
Pavilion in the heart of
Vancouver at Davie and Pacific

150TH ROYAL COLUMBIA HOSPITAL - NEW WESTMINSTER
opened October 7, 1862 as a 30
bed hospital for men only and built
by the Royal Engineers.  Located at
the corner of 4th Street and Agnes in
New Westminster, the hospital
moved to its current location in
Sapperton in 1889, and now has
401 beds

150TH   INCORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VICTORIA
The Victoria Historical Society, Old
Cemeteries Society, Friends of the BC
Archives and the Hallmark Heritage Society
are jointly hosting Symposium “Victoria in
1862".   Limited to 115 participants with a very
interesting selection of talks, walks and books.   Contact Ron
G r e e n  a t  V i c t o r i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
inquiry@victoriahistoricalsociety.ca 

Tom Lymbery reminisces about attending school
in the Gray Creek Hall

Our school desks were screwed into two by fours, so that they
could be moved aside if there was a dance, whist drive, church
service or Porcupine Club meeting (this was the ladies club
where they all had their knitting needles working - hence
porcupine).  Sometimes teachers would stay for two years, but
more often we would have a new one each September.  Their
usual salary was $60 monthly and half of this would go to the
family they boarded with.  In a rural community, a new teacher
was welcomed by the bachelors.  Our second grade teacher was
engaged to a local man, but they had a falling out and he married
the next year’s teacher.

You listened to the lessons for the grade ahead of you, learning
much of what next year might bring.  Grades one and two were
on one side of the hall, and as you moved up a grade you often
moved into another line of desks.  Once you got to grade 7 or 8
you were by the windows on the lake side, easier to see the SS
Nasookin sternwheeler coming around Cape Horn with the

Greyhound balanced across the
bow.  We could tell the time with
the boat’s whistle sounding at
10:30 am and 1:30 pm, but were
home by the time the 4:30 pm ferry
left. I was christened in our hall, my
sister was married, my parents
funerals and our wedding reception
were held in our log hall.

85 year old seiner and famous $5.00 bill

The Maritime Heritage Centre in Campbell River is home to the
restored BCP (B.C. Packers) 45, a table seiner 47 feet long with
a 15 foot beam, built at Burrard Shipyards and launched August
12, 1927.

The BCP 45 spent more than half her life in Quathiaski Cove on
Quadra Island as her home port, yet she was known to have
fished from the Fraser River up to the Alaska border.  After 68
years of service she retired in 1996 and was donated to the
Vancouver Maritime Museum, where it stayed for six years and
came back to Campbell River June 8, 2002.

The BCP45 table seiner has appeared on the back of the
Canadian $5 bill since 1973.  The photo was taken at Ripple
Point, Campbell River and used in the original engraving.

When in the Campbell River area, be sure to visit the Maritime
Heritage Centre and tour this great site,.  The BCP45 is on
display in all he glory along with the $5.00 bill and the engraving
plate.  Enjoy the many photographs and artefacts of naval history.
.

St. Ann’s history passes to B.C. Museum

The Sisters of St. Ann have agreed to put their history in the
hands of the Royal B.C. Museum, passing along an impressive
collection of more than one million archival records that include
more than 100,000 photographs, 1,000 artifacts and 500 pieces
of art.

“Together they form a vital historical record of our province, and
dates back to 1858,” said museum CEO Pauline Rafferty.  “It’s
the largest private collection and the first religious archives that
the Royal B.C. Museum will house.  It will really enrich the Royal
B.C. Museum collection and  will be accessible to everyone.”

Hand carved rosaries and other religious objects, vintage textiles,
letters and a Victorian-era autograph book owned by Edith
Helmcken are some of the items in the wide-ranging collection.

Provincial leader of the order said “We are entrusting you with
what to us is a sacred record of our individual and collective lives,
not just in the past but including the present and the future.  We
know you will honour this trust as you continue to preserve the
holdings and make them available to the public far beyond the
expiry of this agreement.”  The agreement calls for the Sisters to
pay for maintaining the archives, including providing their own
archivists to work with museum staff until 2027.  The relocation
will take place in 2013.
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Expanding the Canadian Register: Newly
nominated historic places in the past year

During the past 12 months, over 130 historic places were
successfully nominated to the Canadian Register from various
jurisdictions across the country, namely British Columbia, New
Brunswick, Ontario and Prince Edward Island.  There are
currently over 12,500 records on the Register with more being
added every week.  Some of the newly registered places:

Royals Field, Fredericton, NB   As early as 1895, employees of
the local cotton mill and their families enjoyed their evening
leisure time at this baseball diamond which is still in use.  Today
it stands as a testament of community spirit.

Nakusp Hot Springs, Nakusp, BC.  For over a hundred years,
visitors have been drawn to the hot mineral springs on this site.
Of particular interest is the semi-circular pool building with its
modernist design and saddleback roof.

Watchmen: Guardians of Gwaii Haanas   Gwaii Haanas National
Park Reserve.  Tall figures with tall hats have crouched atop
many a totem pole on Haida Gwaii.  These are the Watchmen,
and they gaze out over the land, sea and sky.

Today the Haida Gwaii Watchmen are a dedicated group of
Haidas, young and old, working as guardians of cultural sites in
and around Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, National
Marine Conservation Area and Haida Heritage Site.

The Watchmen program began
when concerned  volunteers, using
their own boats, started spending
summers in areas they believed
needed safeguarding.  They kept
the cultural heritage safe and
offered visitors a first-hand
introduction to Haida culture.  More
than 1,000 Watchmen have worked
as guardians since 1981 and Parks
Canada has been supporting the
program since 1990.

The Watchmen are trained by Gwaii
Haanas Cultural Resource Policy

Officer Barb Wilson (her Haida name is Kii’iljuus).  Working with
the Northwest Community College, Wilson has developed a
cultural curriculum that can be taken as part of a Guardian
Watchmen Certificate Program.

Sustainability Televison recognized as “Best

for the World”

Sustainability Television Inc, a BCHF Corporate member, has
been recognize as Best for the World in a list of businesses with
less than 10 employees creating the most overall positive social
and environmental impact.

The B Impact Assessment, governed by the nonprofit B Lab, is
the most rigorous, comprehensive and comparable independent
assessment of overall corporate impact and shows the relative
value business creates for society by comparing nearly 200
individual metrics
o f  c o r p o ra t e
i m p a c t  o n
w o r k e r s ,
c o n s u m e r s ,
s u p p l i e r s ,
community and the environment.  Sustainabiliity Television is a
leader in the global movement to redefine success in business.

Founder and CEO, Jason Robinson, says “today is a great day
for our Company, our staff and our future”.

    Leap Year Dance - Valentines Day 1944
           The Oddfellows Hall, Slocan City

Interpretive signs planned for Slocan Valley

internment sites.

The Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society will be dedicating
interpretive signage beside the Lemon Creek and Popoff
internment sites on June 16th - the 70th anniversary of the mass
uprooting and relocation of Japanese Canadians.

Between 1942 and 1946, approximately 3,000 Japanese
Canadians lived at these two sites which contained hundreds of
houses, streets, schools and other buildings.  Today two empty
hay fields are all that is left and those passing by have no idea
of the story these two fields could tell about what once
happened here.  Nothing remains and not one sign identifies
either site.  It is as if it is forgotten, vanished and never was.

That will change in June when interpretive signage will display
o n  t h e
p o p u l a r
Slocan Valley
Ra i l  T r a i l
where the
CPR railway
o n c e  r a n
beside these
c a m p s .
Created by
local historian
Ian Fraser,
the signage
will tell the
s t o r y  o f

Japanese Canadian internment in pictures and narrative that
document the human story and highlight the national injustice.
 Author Joy Kogawa will participate in the sign dedications.

Edited from an article in the Nelson Star

1892 Fairview House makeover

A major two year makeover of one of Vancouver’s oldest
surviving buildings, The Fairview House at 1151 West 8th

Avenue in Vancouver now boasts an Edwardian-meets-
contemporary-flair design after a much needed facelift.

The iconic heritage building was built in 1892 for Dr. John Reid,
honorary physician to Queen Victoria, and his wife, Lady

Georgina Hill Reid, founder
of the Vancouver Council of
Women.  Sir Walter C.
Nichol, 12th Lieutenant-
governor  o f  B r i t ish
Columbia, called it home
from 1900 to 1910..

“In most beautiful cities
around the world, much of
the city’s beauty is because

of the buildings,” said David Kaplan, owner and Revenue
Property Group president.  “This is a
piece of art, it’s a beautifully built
building but the inside was not at all
reflective of the outside.  The objective
was to make it feel as though the
inside and outside are one.”

Newly refurbished and outfitted with
executive offices, the house now
features walnut flooring, ornate
wainscoting and views of downtown Vancouver, False Creek,

Burrard Inlet and English Bay from every office.          .5.    
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A Blast From the Past in Campbell River

Officers elected at the 2012 Annual General Meeting

President Barbara Hynek
1st Vice President Barry Gough
2nd Vice President Gary Mitchell
Secretary Jean Wilson
Treasurer Kerri Gibson*

Directors

Mary Campone Marie Elliott
Jacqueline Gresko Frances Gundry
Derek Hayes Ron Hyde
Alice Marwood William Morrison
John MacFarlane**

* Kerri Gibson, Certified General Account and Certifed Financial
Planner and partner in a public accounting firm.  Kerri lives in Victoria
and has devoted her time to a number of volunteer organizations
** John MacFarlane - Director of Nauticapedia, a  website devoted to
Canada’s Pacific Maritime History.  Retired Director and Curator
Emeritus of the Maritime Museum of British Columbia in Victoria.
John lives in Delta.

Recognition Certificates

AW ARD CLASS NAME

Appreciation Ken W elwood For outstan din g serv ices to  the

Federation as Treasurer

Merit Nikkei National For stren gthe ning  our soc ial 

Museum &               fabric though outstanding

Cultural Centre        community programming &

Miko Hoffman services on the history and            

                                Executive Dir            culture of the Nikkei in Brit ish        

                                                                 Columbia and Canada

Merit Victoria High         For strengthening &        
                            School Alumni       preserving  the heritage and 
                            Assn. & Archives   archives of Victoria High

Keith McCallion        School, the oldest public high 

                                 Past Chair                west of Winnipeg, for the

next and future generations

Newsletter Philip Frances
Vancouver Postcard Club

Anne and Philip R.J. (Ron) W elwood Pa t is Pat and  That is  That:

Rev. Thomas Patrick Freney

Vo l. 44  No . 4

Be st W ebsite W alter Volovsek Trails in Time a guide for the 

nature and history trails 

located in the vicinity of

                                                                 Castlegar , B.,C.

                      2012 - 2013  BC HF  Co uncil

     Ron W elwood recieiving his 

     Ann e & P hilip Yandle Award

      from President Barb Hynek

  Ken W elwood receiv ing h is

   Certi ficate of Appreciation 

   from President Barb Hynek

  Philip Francis receiving the      

      Bes t New sletter Aw ard  -      

     Vancouver Postcard Club

   Barry Gough receiving Award  

    of Merit on behalf of Victoria   

  High School Alumni Assn &      

             Archives

     Third p lace w inner     

       David Obee and         

    Barb Hynek

 Second  place  winner     

     B.C .    Re gim en t        

        Museum Soc

    Sgt. Dwayne Snow 
   Co l. Keith  Ma xwe ll

                         .6.

Vancouver Historical

Society Bruce W atson 

       accepting the

Lieutenant-governor’s 

           med al for 

        Chuck  Da vis

The Lieutenant-Governor’s Book Awards
 

First Place  winner of 2011 Lieutenant-Governor’s Medal
Chuck Davis, The Chuck Davis History of Metropolitan
Vancouver.  Harbour Publishing

Second place: Ron Leblanc, Keith Maxwell, Dwayne 
Snow, Kelly Deschenes Swift and Strong: A Pictorial History
of The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s
Own)             British Columbia Regiment Museum Society

Third place David Obee The Library Book: A History of
Service to British Columbia          British Columbia Library
Association

Honorable Mentions (alphabetical)

Heather Harbord Texada Tapestry: A History              
Harbour Publishing

Francis Mansbridge Cottages to Community: The Story of
West Vancouver’s Neighbourhoods                                   
West Vancouver Historical Society

Rita Moir The Third Crop: A Personal Historical Journey into
the Photo Albums and Shoeboxes of the Slocan Valley,

1880's to early 1940's     Sono Nis Press



W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarships

Two scholarships were given in July, 2011.  A $750 scholarship
for a student in first or second year of college or university was
won by Langara College student Bruce Dyck for his essay The
Fringe: 120 - 1299 West Georgia.

A scholarship of $1,000 for a student in third or fourth year was
won by UBC student Alice Huang, for her essay A Potlatch of
Provincial Proportions: The Representation and Participation of
Aboriginal Peoples in the British Columbia Centennial of 1958

There were two Honorable Mention awards.  Okanagan College
student Jo F. Coffey for her essay William A.C. Bennett, a Man
and Premier for the Time, 1951-1982    and University of Fraser
Valley student Kelsey Siemens for her essay The Mennonite
Menace: Perceptions of Conscientious Objectors in the Fraser
Valley, 1939-1946.   These two students will each receive a one
year’s subscription to B.C. History

                                              

A new exhibit - The evolution of chainsaws

A permanent display called Timber Hogs and Forest Kings
shows a trove of equipment since the chainsaw’s invention in
the 1930's with the earliest model, a 1936 Stihl.

The evolution of the chainsaw has played a huge role in forest
industry since the late 1930's and Canadian companies such as
Industrial Engineering, Burnett Power Saws and Engineering
and Canadien provided ingenious technology that eliminated the
back-breaking work of cutting trees with handsaws.

The exhibit also applauds island loggers who experimented with
and tested the harvesting gear.

The forest museum is located at Drinkwater Road and the Island
Highway just north of Duncan.   www.discoveryforest.com 

The C.W. Parker Carousel at the Burnaby

Village Museum is celebrating a century of service this

year.

Carousel #119 was built in Kansas but most of its 100 years
have been spent in Metro Vancouver.  In 1936 it was purchased
by Happyland, an amusement park located adjacent to where
Playland is today.  In 1957 it was moved to the newly
constructed Playland.  By the 1970s it was getting harder for the
old-fashioned carousel to compete with modern amusements,
and in 1989 its owners announced it would be sold. 

The “Friends of the Vancouver Carousel Society” was formed to
save the wooden wonder.  Thousands of volunteer hours were
contributed to raising the money to purchase and restore it.
Since 1993, the carousel has been operated at the Burnaby
Village Museum.

Horse #11
 “Vivian”
“horse of the       
 month for           
     June              
                           
                           
                           
   

The BCHF Newsletter is published  quarterly

Ron Hyde - Editor    newsletter@bchistory.ca 

To get your own copy of the Newsletter mailed

to you for four issues, send $5 che que paya ble

to BCH F and  mail to

BCHF Newsletter

190091 No. 1 Rd - Box 36105  - Richmond BC V7E 1S0

To celebrate the anniversary, an artist has been
commissioned to create original paintings of three horses to
be featured as the “horse of the month” from June through
August.  East month posters featuring one of the horses will
be given away to the first 5,000 riders.  Interpretive panels
about the carousel’s history have been installed at the
carousel building, and visitors can also learn more about the
individual horses using two new touch-screen computers.

The Burnaby Village Museum is an open-air museum on a 10
acre site.  Interpreters in period costume give demonstrations
in the homes, businesses and shops.  The site is open
Tuesday to Sunday and statutory holidays, 11 am to 4:30 pm,
until September 1.  ADMISSION IS FREE, carousel rides are
$2.30.
www.burnabyvillagemuseum.com 

Speak up for the Riverview Lands

BACKGROUND: Rather than support the National Historic
Site application, the BC Government has commissioned a
“Heritage Conservation Plan” for Riverview, which includes a
public survey to
learn what we
value about the
R i v e r v i e w
Lands and why.
The report, due
in September,
will be used to
inform Land
Use Plan for
Riverview that
may appear
within a year.

The purpose of this Heritage Consultation Plan is to “learn
what people value about the Riverview Lands and why”.
Government representatives presented details of the process
to a meeting of Coquitlam’s Riverview Lands Advisory
Committee last week.  It was obvious that the local community
values the property since so many observers show up, the
meeting had to be moved to the council chambers.

It is important that we express our opinion now while critical
decision are still tgo be made.  Once again, we need to
declare that the Riverview lands, trees and buildings remain
public, accessible and dedicated to the needs of the mentally
ill.

Check out the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society website
at   www.rhcs.org    The government website
www.riverviewvalues.info/public-open-houses  and participate
online by responding to the questionaire at  
http://riverviewvalues.info/                                                     
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Interesting members’ events around B.C.

APRIL FOOLS AT CRAIGDARROCH CASTLE.   An annual
event where curatorial staff place unusual, funny and
historical inaccurate items in each room of the Castle.  Guests
are given a checklist of items to search for and the answers
are provided to determine if they have spotted the anomalies.
The Castle’s April Fool’s program has been successful for
many years and brings an extra experience to  their exhibits.

NORTH VANCOUVER MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES “My
Favourite Things Photo Contest”.  Contestants were invited to
submit images of their favourite things to Facebook and
Twitter along with a brief story.  To check out some of the
submissions www.northvanmuseum.ca   click on the Archie
comic book then at the bottom click on Facebook.  Some
great pictures of memorables, things, sites, objects.

HOPE HISTORY CONFERENCE   “Bridging the Past” was
held in March at the Christ
Church National Historic Site.
The focus was the exploration
of 7 major events that
showcased how language,
culture and faIth have shaped
the community of Hope and
the surrounding region.
Events from the Fraser
Canyon War to Tashme were
presented by speakers who
specialize in the subject.

OSOYOOS & DISTRICT MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES  had the
overall-clad Kettle Valley Brakement return for the fifteenth
year in May.  The bank has been entertaining audiences with
their unique blend of true historical stories and original songs
about B.C.’s colourful steam rail era.  While “Okanagan Life”
call every Brakemen concert “a rollicking history lesson”, one
of the themes for the Osoyoos concert was serious.  “Each
year over two hundred Canadians are killed or injured at
railway crossings,” says head Brakeman, Jack Godwin.
“We’ve written a song that is a plea from engineers for public
awareness of this danger.”

THE PENTICTON MUSEUM supported the
Penticton VEES hockey team in their quest for
the Doyle Cup, which they subsequently won.
The Museum displayed murals of the 1950's
Len Norris cartoons to show their support for
their Penticton team.

Coming events

COLBOURNE HOUSE - 8743 SW Marine Drive Vancouver
are holding their annual plant and collectibles sale June 9th

from 11 to 2.  They are also celebrating their 100th birthday of
Colbourne House on August 26th with tours, entertainment,
tea and goodies, crafts, collectibles and book signing of The
Sockeye Special

FRASER VALLEY HERITAGE RAILROAD SOCIETY are
holding their final open house at the Sullivan Station site June
17, noon to 4, located at the southest corner of 64th Ave and
152nd Street.  Events include tours of the trams, Speeder

rides, hot dogs and drinks,
gift shop and book signing
of The Sockeye Special.
The Society will be moving
their trams to their

Cloverdale site in September and plan to offer authentic tram
rides from Cloverdale to Sullivan Station.

                                                                                              

Welcome to our new members

B.C . Black A waren ess Soc iety   

AFFILIATE MEMBERS    

Ca nadian Folk  W orkshop , The V ineer O rga n L ibra ry &

Archives   

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS    

M. Barber, Ottawa, ON      L. Bell,  Victoria   

R. Bull,   Langley     M. Couch, Victoria    M. Douglas,

Van couver   

S. D ow, Pr. G eorge     L. Edm iston,    Langley      

F. Elvin-Jenswen,  W est Vancouver    E. Gordon,   Delta 

 V. Herring,   Vancouver    R. Horsley,   Gibsons    

 K. M cGaffney   A. M errick, V ancouver    D . Pincks ton ,    Su rrey 

  

C. Robinson, W est Vancouver E. Poirer    B. Rough   K.

Sch uler   

L. Stewart, Aldergrove    M. Strzelecki, Surrey

B. Ten-Cate, West Vancouver,   F. Willard, Pitt  Meadows

B. W ilson, N anaim o     R . W ilson, Langley 

D. W ooda ll, No rth V ancouver    L . You nger,   S urre y    

CORPORATE MEMBER 

Canad a’s H istory

The B.C. Historical Federation has 312 memberships

represen ting 26 ,609 m em bers

BURNABY VILLAGE MUSEUM will be celebrating the 100th

anniversary of their restored interurban #1223 on Saturday,
September 29th.  The celebrations include a speakers series
featuring speakers on a variety of topics related to the BCER.
A book fair event and book singing are also planned.  
www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca  

Call for nominations: The Maritime Museum

of British Columbia to award S.S. Beaver

Medals for Maritime Excellence

The medal will honour individuals who have made outstanding
contributions or significant achievements in maritime
endeavours in our Province.  These attainments may include -
but are not limited to - science, technology, business,
applications of maritime skills, nautical heritage and culture
and academic contributions.

The gold-plated Medal, which
incorporates copper from the 19th

century steamship S.S. Beavor,
underlines not only our Province’s
vivid maritime history, but also
highlights the continuing importance
of British Columbia’s maritime
sector.   B.C. has more than 40,000
islands and a coastline of nearly
26,000 kilometres.

“We plan to award up to three medals each year,: said former
Ambassador and retired Admiral John Anderson, a member
of the medal steering committee.  “Our first medal
presentations are scheduled for fall 2012.”

Full information and nomination form are available on the
Maritime Museum’s website    www.mmbc.bc.ca 
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The National Archival Development Program,
a federal grant program with a budget of about $1.7 million
annually - was cut as part of $9.6 million in reductions to Library
and Archives Canada.

“It’s seed money to
help community
archives across
C a n a d a  h e l p
p reser ve  a nd
make accessible to Canadians our documentary heritage, “ said
Lara Wilson, chair of the Canadian Council of Archives and the
money used to be provided as a matching grant program for
religious archives, First Nations archives and historical archives.
“Archives really are about the memory of our nation.  They tell us
who we are, where we’ve been, what we‘ve done.  It’s a
patchwork of pieces of the puzzle of what Canadians are,” she
said.

The announced cuts to the LAC include:
• elimination of 30% of archivists and archival assistants
• reduction of digitization and circulation staff by 50%
• closure of interlibrary loans unit
• elimination of the National Archival Development Program      
     (NADP) which supports programming at provincial,             
regional and university archives across Canada 

These cuts affect researchers who rely on librarian and archivist
expertise and access to specialized collections, and members of
the public who benefit from continued access to these services.
You can express your thoughts and concerns by writing to The
Honourable James Moore, Minister of Canadian Heritage and
Official Languages at either his constituency office at 2603 St.
Johns St., Port Moody, BC V3H 2B5 or   at The House of
Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6.  Letters to federal MPs do not
require postage.  If you or your group has had any experience
with  a NADP grant, relate the positive results from the funding,
you will get better results with a positive spin rather than a
negative rant.

                                

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                                                     

                   

Congratulations to Webb Cummings  - 27 years of service!!

CALL FOR PAPER PROPOSALS

Do you have a story about agriculture or food in British
Columbia?  If so, the we want your stories.  In Spring 2013 we will
feature a special issue British Columbia’s agricultural and food
history.

British Columbia History publishes feature-length articles as well
as documentary selections, essays, pictorial essays, memoirs
and reviews relating to the social, economic, political, intellectual,
and cultural history of British Columbia.  Articles can vary widely
in word length from 1,000 to 3,000 words.

We also accept submissions for the following regular
departments:
Miscellany  - small items, research notes, advocacy.
Cabinets of Curiosity  - do you have an object with an
interesting story?  Send us 300 to 400 words with a high-
resolution image of the object, telling the story of the object.

The ideal British Columbia History is a pleasure to read and it is
informative.  When readers have finished an article, they should
feel that they have been engaged in and have learned something
about B.C. history that they never knew before The magazine is
looking for:
• articles with strong leads.  The first few paragraphs must be   
    able to capture readers and compel them to read on.
• crisp, clear and concise prose.  British Columbia History is not
      an academic publication.  No theses please, Avoid jargon,  
   arcane language and inflated prose; employ instead the        
description language of good fiction.
•   accuracy.  Readers of British Columbia History are well        
informed and expect names, places and dates to be correct      
 and based on credible sources.
The deadline for article proposals is September 1, 2012.
Contact the editor of British Columbia History at
bceditor@bchistory.ca    
Andrea Lister, Editor  British Columbia History

New Online Resources

NEW AT FAMILY SEARCH LABS     
https://www.familysearch.org/     Some records are searchable,
while others are browse only.
•   British Isles: England, Kent, Land Tax Assessments, 1689-    
   1932 England, Derbyshire, Church of England Parish              
Registers, and much more.
•    Europe: Austria, Seigniorial Records, 1537-1888
•    Czech Republic, Censuses, 1843-1921; Land Records,
1450-              1850; Trebon, and much more.
Courtesy Maple Ridge Historical Society

U.S. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE  - for U.S. researchers
has launched a Civil War themed web site that provides an
overview of the war with special emphasis on the Civil War
sites administered and preserved by the National Park 
service  -      www.nps.gov/civilwar 

The website features a wide range of
richly-illustrated content, including stories
of the Civil War, ranging from causes of
the conflict to its consequences,
biographies of notable individuals
associated with the war, both military and
civilian.
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Alice Marwood serving a

customer while Anne Edwards

awa its her turn

  Columbia III  Anglican ship that

  supplied the Minister’s services

 and medical aid to island and 

  coastal communit ies between

 Camp bell R iver & P r. Rup ert

       Sybil Andrews Cottage

   The Museum tour

        

         The Captain relating the         

              histo ry of  the  Co lum bia  III

               Inside  the ship

Some of the fun things at Campbell River

The annual book fair and sale
was a popular item both Friday
and Saturday with books from the
entries to the BCHF book contest.
With 47 entries this year, this
was one of the best selections of
books at this annual event.

There were three new authors
in attendance with book
signings, discussions and
sales.

Catherine Gilbert with Yorke Island and the uncertain war,   Ron
Hyde with The Sockeye Special: the story of the Steveston tram
and early Lulu island and Frances Welwood with Passing through
Missing Pages: The intriguing story of Annie Garland Foster

  

                

Help wanted

                The digitization at UBC of the BC Historical News and British 
                Columbia History magazine has a slight shortfall.   We are in 
                need of the 1978 issues of the BC Historical News  

       Volume 11 No. 2
       Volume 11 No. 3 & 4 (combined issue)
       Volume 12 No. 1

               If you have any of these issues would either care to part with 
 them or loan them to the Publications Committee, it would be
 most helpful so that this segment of the digitization can be 
 finalized and corrected.   If you have information to offer 
please contact Jacqueline Gresko at     

                                  publications@bchistory.ca
 

                         The Final Say

It was great to connect with our members throughout the
Province at the Campbell River Conference.  There was a good
exchange of ideas, an opportunity to share projects and
experiences and rekindle long time friendships.

After a very warm and inspiring rendition of O Canada, our patron
and the Lieutenant-Governor Steven L. Plant made some
comments about the importance of British Columbia history in our
schools and the need to increase and improve the B.C. history
taught in our schools.  Many of our member societies are
participating with the B.C. Heritage Fairs with their excellent
school heritage fair projects.  Collectively, we can make a
difference.

The Federation’s members have been asked to express their
thoughts and concerns on two major government plans.
Provincially is the Riverview Hospital buildings and lands which
could be sold off for development to the private sector.  Your
participation is requested and the information is on page seven.
Federally there are plans to cut funding to Library and Archives
Canada which would have major impacts on the NAD program as
well as other archival services.  Full information is on page 9 and
again, your participation is requested.  Your input can be done
and delivered on your computer so it does not take much time or
effort.  When expressing your thoughts or opinions to the
government, use positive examples of all the good these funded
programs do and possible impact if funds are cut.  A politician
and his/her staff will read and consider a well thought out letter
that might offer some options or suggestions.

                   The Federation now has 312 memberships who represent almost
27,000 British Columbians (voters) so we are a voice to be
considered, so use these figures in your letter stating you
are a member of the BCHF and one of the 312 memberships
representing almost 27,000 residents of British Columbia whose
interest is the preservation of British Columbia’s history.

2012 is looking to be a banner year for the Federation and its
members when you look at some of the 100th + anniversaries of
many historical sites with special events, etc.  Remember to let
the Newsletter know of your coming or past events and attach
a picture or two so it can be shared with the other members.

We hope you have enjoyed the information and pictures of the
Campbell River conference - our thanks to the Campbell River
Museum members and volunteers and for the great pictures,
our thanks to Vice President Barry Gough.

Don’t forget to check out the three opportunities to nominate
someone or group for one of the special awards being offered
by BC Studies and the Maritime Museum.

Have a great summer.     Ron Hyde, Editor

mailto:publications@bchistory.ca
mailto:publications@bchistory.ca


    Jacque line  & R ob  Gresko,          

         Richmond

  Glennis Zilm with Maureen

           and Ron Hyde
       Barry and Mari lyn Gough

     Tom and Sharon   Lym bery  

               Gray Creek

         Passing the yardstick              

Kamloops has to measure up

2013 co-hos ts  Kamloops Museum    

   Society and North Shuswap           

     His torical S oc iety

     O Canada sung by Laverne     

  Henderson in the Kwakwala      

dialect - written and taught to 

             her by her father

    Lieutenant-Governor Steven L. Point addressing 

                                      Awards Banquet

   The tr io from Texada Island

         with their bo ok award

        Michael Layland & Tony Cox

Campbell River Conference photos                  
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