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From the President’s desk

I would like to take this opportunity to
remind readers of the awards and
scholarships sponsored by the
Federation and outlined on the back page
of British Columbia History.  Deadlines
vary, but submissions for two important awards must be received
by December 31, 2011.

They are the Lieutenant Governor’s medal for historical writing
and the BC history web site prize.  The historical writing
competition is for non-fiction books representing any aspect of BC
history.  If your society or any of your members have published
a book in 2011, consider entering this competition.  The BC
history web site prize recognizes web sites that contribute to the
understanding and appreciation of British Columbia’s past.
Website creators and authors may nominate their own sites.

Also check out our awards for the best newsletter published by
member societies and best article to appear in our British
Columbia History magazine.  In addition, there is the W. Kaye
Lamb essay scholarship and our certificates of merit, recognition
and appreciation.   Please check out the details and spread the
word to your members that this is one way the Federation
recognizes the work of those who help tell and preserve our
province’s history.

Barb Hyneck

W. Kaye Lamb Student
Essay Prize 2010

Most college and university students
only spend time in a library when it’s
exam week.  Alice Huang, however,
wants to turn those endless shelves of
history books into a career.

“What I love about history is that
there’s so much.  It’s not just one story but you can approach
history from so many different angles” said the UBC history
major.  “When we study history, a lot of the times, we only look at
the politics but there’s also the social side - how people lived
every day.  That’s what interests me the most.”

The 22 year old, whose paper on Aboriginal Peoples won the
B.C. Historical Federation’s W. Kaye Lamb Best Student Essay
Prize, is passionate about aboriginal studies.  Her paper will be
published later in British Columbia History.

The student has also been working with the federal government’s
aboriginal affairs department to provide initial analyses of resident
school abuse claims.

Reprinted from 24H - NEWS VANC OUVER

The history of New Denver’s  Molly Hughes

mine comes to life

A very special connection to the area’s past was made with a visit
to New Denver by Marnie Finstad and Terry Mobberley.  Marnie’s
grandfather, Harry Dimock, owned the Molly Hughes mine from
1927 to 1936 as well as the waterfront Molly Hughes house.
Dimock and his daughter Helen (Marnies mother) are interred in
New Denver’s cemetery.

Marnie and Terry came to New Denver to present New Denver’s
Silvery Slocan Historical Society board with a copy of The Molly
Hughes Journal, a booklet on the history of the Molly Hughes
property compiled by Terry for Marnie’s family.  They also brought
a few artifacts, a promise of a donation to the museum from the
family and some suggestions for a Mollly Hughes display at the
museum and possibly a dedication on the Molly Hughes trail.

Silvery Slocan Historical Society board members were delighted
with the couple’s visit and the Board is planning a Molly Hughes
display for next season and will consider Mobberley’s proposals
over the winter.

Edited  from a n article by Jan  McM urray in  the Valley Voice n ewspaper.

Don Lyon, our Kootenay reporter, forwarded this article and advises that

the Molly Hughes mine is a nice 20 minute shoreline walk north of New

Denver.  The Dimock house is a ten minu te walk  fur the r no rth and below

the Slocan Lake Golf Course.

mailto:Newsletter@bchistory.ca


Morag Maclachlan remembered

Long-time Vancouver Historical Society member and Secretary
from 1985-99, Morag Maclachlan (nee Campbell) passed away
October 7,2011 at the age of 90.

Born in Agassiz and growing up in Chilliwack, Morag was an avid
historian, graduating from UBC in 1972 with an MA thesis on the
“Fraser Valley Milk Producers’ Association: Successful
Cooperative”.  Her last teaching post was at Langara College and
in 1983, she retired as head of the History and Political Science
Department.

The Vancouver Historical Society
presented Morag the 1998 Historical
Award of Merit for contributions to local
historical education and writing.  In April,
1999, Morag published The Fort Langley
Journals 1827 - 1830 - UBC Press for
which she received Third Prize in the BC
Histor ical Federation’s wr i t ing
competition.

Bruce Watson, Vice President, VHS said
“Morag’s contributions to the Society will

be sorely missed.”

New Guide to Records of Early Chinese-

Canadians in Richmond

Claudia Chan diligently researched the records at the City of
Richmond Archives and after four months of volunteer work,
assembled a comprehensive guide to the historical resources at
the Archives relating to Chinese-Canadians in Richmond, from
earliest times to 1949, the year when they were first allowed to
vote in municipal elections.

The guide details records and other
historical resources at the Archives
which document activities of
Chinese-Canadians working in
Richmond in the fishing industry,
and as road builders, market
gardeners, business owners and
domestics.

The new guide is available in binder
form in the Archives’ reference room
and will soon be added as an online resource on the Archives
section of the City of Richmond web site.

Claudia is a Richmond resident who is entering her third year of
studies in the History Department at Queen’s University In
Kingston, Ontario.

Teacher’s Resource Guide for Capital Region

The Friends of St. Ann’s Academy have been working on a
Teacher’s Resource Guide since 2008.  The  material is to assist
students from around the province prepare for a visit to the
Capital Region by introducing them to the life and stories from
this site.

St. Ann’s thanks the many collaborators in the production of the
guide, and particularly thankful to the Provincial Capital
Commission who continue to support student groups with
subsidies to visit the Provincial Capital.  The Guide is on their
website www.friendsofstannsacademy.com - spread the word and
share it with your local schools.
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Histories  Revealed: Salmon Can Label Designs

over the Century
Christina Froschauer. Gulf of Georgia Cannery NHS

Did you know that you can uncover interesting facts about
Canadian history by simply looking at an old salmon can label?
The majority of British Columbia canned salmon was shipped to
Europe and to promote sales, the images on the labels featured
a sensationalized and stereotyped Canada.

The canning process was a preserving phenomenon when it first
came about in 1867, setting in motion the rapid growth of a
commercial canning industry on the West Coast.  By 1889, twelve
salmon canneries were running along the BC coastline and
eleven years later this number grew to 47.  In 1897 alone, over
one million cases were produced - 97 million pounds of salmon.
The bulk was shipped to Great Britain during the late 1800's and
early 1900's.

As the contents varied little from one salmon can to another,
selling the product became more about its packaging.  Salmon
can label designs were geared toward their main market, the
British Commonwealth, therefore the most marketable imagery of
B.C. and Canada was prominently featured.  Label images
enhanced and reinforced preconceived notions about Canada to
their buying market, and not all were true or accurate
representations.
Major themes appearing in the form of text and image over the
past century include:
Canada, the Idyllic Eden: Early on, seductive, mythical and
romantic landscape settings were drawn to those overseas as
symbols of power and colonization of the New World.  Canada
was also considered a land of bounty and opportunity.
Canadian Iconography: Buyers had preconceived notions about
Canada, and thus it was no surprise that symbols of Canada, like
the maple leaf, Mounties, beavers and first Nations were visually
attractive to the consumer.

British Empire Connection: Crowns, flags, castles and coat of
arms were featured on labels to reinforce the close Canadian
connection to the British Empire.
War Effort: Images of marine vessels, flags and laurel wreaths
began to appear on labels during the World Wars.  Canned
salmon was extremely important at this time as it contained high
nutritional value, had great storing features and was easily
transportable.  70% - 80% of BC cans were exported to British
troops.

Re-Use: To compensate for shortages, post-war labels were re-
used.  Different types of cross-hatching were used to cover up old
images and text then re-stamped to indicate new contents.

Local Buyers: To keep local buyers interested in this
increasingly common product, labels had to appeal to their
fancies (these were quite different than those sent abroad).
Images of kids at the beach or salmon served on plates were
prominent in the 1930's and 1940's.  Walt Disney was
commissioned to design characters for labels in the 1950's.
Packed by White Labour: After the bombing of Pearl Harbour in
1941, unfounded fears developed that Japanese Canadian
residents might be a threat, especially those working with food
processing.  These fears translated on many cannery labels from
the period, indicating in fine print “packed by white labour”.

These represent just a few examples of visual culture featured on
salmon can labels of the past century.  Label designs are ever-
changing.  Each one reveals something a little different about our
past, so next time you come across a salmon can label think
about stories it might have to tell you.

To view salmon can labels of the past century in greater detail,
visit the Gulf of Georgia Cannery National Historic site in
Steveston and have a look at the salmon label table.

Study on Family History Research  used

input from family researchers
 

Two professors, Leighann Neilson and Del Muise of Carleton 
University in Ottawa, are conducting research on family history.
They are not affiliated with any of the commercial genealogy
databases or software providers.  They are researchers and
family historians who want to learn more about the surge of
interest in family history and in order for their research to
accurately capture what’s happening in family history in Canada
today, they looked for the participation of as many family
historians as possible.

T h e  s u r v e y  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  a t
www.cusurveycentre.ca/gensurgvey  and took about 20 to 30
minutes to complete.  If you are interested in learning about the
results of the survey, updates are posted on their blog Genealogy
in Canada www.genealogyincanada.blogspot.com 

The professors anticipate sharing the
results of their research with
museums, archives and genealogy
societies, trying to meet the needs of
family history researchers.  Individual
family historians will be able to learn
more about how others are conducting
their research by reading and
commenting on the survey results as
they are reported on their blog.            
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Iona Campagnolo to Serve as 

Honorary Patron of Barkerville

The Barkerville Heritage Trust were pleased to announce The
Honourable Iona Campagnolo, P.C., O.C., O.B.C. as inaugural
Honourary Patron of Barkerville Historic Town.

“As an influential and respected Canadian,
Iona is a woman of many roles and, among
them, many ‘firsts’” said Sue Morhun, Chair
of the Barkerville Heritage Trust.  “We are
genuinely thrilled that Iona is adding
another voice by joining us at this
significant time in Barkerville’s history - its
150th anniversary in 2012.

“As an iconic champion of the North, and
with an unwavering commitment to
excellence, Iona will help advance Barkerville with its ‘no small
dreams’ at a time when we are creating a vibrant and sustainable
future.  Campagnolo, the first woman to be named Lieutenant
Governer of British Columbia, is a lifelong supporter of B.C.’s
heritage.

“I am pleased to be joining the women and men associated with
the Barkerville Heritage Trust as an Honorary Patron,” she said.
“We are charged with keeping faith with all those individuals who
helped to create and build the rich legacy that we and future
generations inherit.

“In all our diversity of backgrounds, complicated beginnings and
bright promises for tomorrow, B.C. remains unique in Canada.
Sustaining that special trust demanded by our shared past is
what Barkerville is all about.  It is a joy to be associated with a
living, breathing evocation of ‘who we were’ 150 years ago and
how we came to be who we are today.”

Iona Campagnolo was Honorary Patron of the B.C. Historical
Federation from 2001 through 2007.  At the Victoria Conference
in 2007, she hosted the BCHF Awards reception at Government
House. 

Barkerville Historic Town, the largest and most significant living
history museum in western North America, was the undisputed
centre of the Cariboo Gold Rush.  The site is owned by the
Province of British Columbia and managed on their behalf by the
Barkerville Heritage Trust, a non-profit society and registered
charity.  Barkerville, a designated Provincial Heritage Site, has
three National Historic Site of Canada designations.  Barkerville
is the anchor tourism destination in central and northern B.C.,
attracting an average 66,000 visitors per season and creating an
annual economic impact of $16.9M.

The many faces of St. Saviour’s Church in

Barkerville
Ron Paull, a self-proclaimed redneck, has
an obsession and he’d like to expose it to
the world.  For the past twenty-plus
years, Paull has snapped up just about
every decorative and useful replica of
Barkerville’s St. Saviour’s Church.

“I have around 40 pieces, in many
shapes, sizes and media, mostly they’re
of a type to hang on the wall: oil, water

colour, pastel, pen and ink, carved wood,

fabric and needlepoint.”

Paull also confessed to to collecting a stained glass piece, bird
houses, a bird feeder, a chair, one of which has stained glass
windows and electric lights.

“I even have a couple of large rocks which have been painted to
represent the old church,” he said.  “Our granddaughter won first
place in last year’s Provincial Heritage Fair with her St. Saviour

creation, which is now featured on a T-
shirt which I have had elaborately
framed.”

Paull said his goal is to include the church
in as many different media as possible,
including quilting, felt work, plasma-cut
metal, barn board and fabric.

Plans are underway for his collection to
be shown in January at the Quesnel Art
Gallery and hopefully in Barkerville next
summer in conjunction with the historic
town’s 150th anniversary

One of Paull’s concerns is to have an image of St. Saviour’s
Church done in a unique medium that is not included in his
collection.  “I’m appealing to any local artists whose medium I
may have missed or for other pieces that I could purchase for my
collection, please contact me at 250-
992-8994.

Paull believes he may have the largest
and most diverse collection of
Barkerville churches anywhere.

“I’ve been told many times that it’s
unusual for an old redneck like me to
be collecting pictures of a church, as
opposed to collecting hub caps or
maybe license plates,” he said with a
chuckle.  However, it’s the iconic
Victorian church at the entrance to
Barkerville Historic Town that has captured his imagination.

Edited from an article by Annie Gallant in the Quesnel Cariboo Observer.

Burnaby needs you!!

Everyone is entitled to at least fifteen
minutes of fame and here
is your once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!
If you were a student, teacher, administrator, custodian, or
worked in any other capacity at any time in the Burnaby School
System, we need to hear from you.

A book is being written on “The History of Burnaby Schools, from
1894 to the Present”, which will be published in 2012.  The writing
committee needs anecdotes of things you remember (or think you
remember) from your time in Burnaby.

Stories of about 100 words in length, (know your limit and write
within it), or pictures of other interesting information to place in
the book should be emailed no later than  January 31, 2012
(sooner is better) to    burnablyheritageschools@gmail.com 

We will list your name under the narrative unless your handwriting
I so terrible that we can’t read it or if you are in the Witness
Protection Program.  This offer is not available in stores so send
in your submissions now and avoid the rush.
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Photo postcard of Vancouver Celtics football (soccer) team

advertising Players Navy Cut cigarettes.  Can you date the card?

Vancouver Postcard Club and B.C. history

The Vancouver Postcard Club and its many members preserve
and promote much of British Columbia’s early history.  Some of
the early postcard collections contain a wealth of beautiful real
photo postcards, cards of special events - Vancouver’s Sliver
Jubilee, the King and Queen’s visit, sporting events, etc.

There are ongoing challenges to date a card, identify those in a
card, location of a building, additional cards for special collections
of a postcard publisher, etc.

Yoho National Park celebrates 125 years 
Edited from an article by Margaret Waddington. In Postview
Newsletter  In order to attract tourists to its newly completed
railway, the CPR established luxury mountain hotels at Banff,
Field in the Lower Kicking Horse Valley and at Glacier on Rogers
Pass.

The CPR preserved the wilderness experience for its guests and
to prevent commercial exploitation, the Company established
park reserves.  An Order-in-Council set aside the 10 square mile
Mount Stephen Park Reserve on Sept. 10, 1886.  In 1901,

Charles Drinkwater, secretary
of the CPR suggested that
Mt. Stephen Park Reserve
was too small.  The size of
the park was increased to
825.5 square miles and its
name changed to Yoho
National Park.
In 1902, Victoria architect
Francis Rattenbury designed
and oversaw a major
expansion of Mount Stephen
House.

In the early years the CPR provided rail passes for artists.
Among those inspired by the beauty of Yoho were Lawren Harris,
W.J. Phillips, J.E.H. MacDonald, Carl Rungius, Arthur Lismer.
Artists such as Frederich Priddat and Edward Goodall also
produced postcards.

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  C l u b ’ s  f a s c i n a t i n g  w eb s i t e
www.vancouverpostcardclub.ca for some interesting stories and
great pictures.  If you would like to ensure you receive their
excellent newsletter, or add information to some of the stories or
collections,  take out a membership for only $12.00.  Forms
available on their website.                                                                                                                                         

     

If any of our Member Groups, or members of
their group, other individuals are publishing or
researching a book on British Columbia history,
share the news with our readers
Send information to newsletter@bchistory.ca      

New books on B.C.’s history just released or in
the research or development stage.

Passing Through Missing Pages - The intriguing story of
Annie Garland Foster by Frances Welwood

For over 20 years, Frances Welwood knew only vaguely of Annie
Ross Garland Foster.  When Welwood’s husband Ron took over
as librarian at Nelson’s Notre Dame University in 1969, he
inherited a file of correspondence between
Foster — then elderly and living in White
Rock — and his predecessor.

The Nelson museum created an exhibit in
1981 about prominent women of the city’s
past. Foster certainly fit the bill: in 1920, she
was the first woman elected to city council,
and two years later became the first to run for
mayor. Yet these were only a few of her
accomplishments.

The title refers to an unpublished memoir Foster wrote when she
was 63, entitled Passing Through, but later removed several
pages from it.  Although Welwood isn’t certain why Foster excised
them, she does have some idea of their contents. It’s not giving
too much away to say Annie found herself wrapped up in a
sensational murder case, acting as an advocate for the accused.
ISBN 13: 978-1-894759-61-8 Caitlin Press $24.95

Frances Welwood is a member of Touchstones Nelson

The Sockeye Special: The Story of the Steveston Tram and
early Lulu Island by Ron Hyde

The story of the Steveston tram, The Sockeye Special, operated
from 1905 through 1958 between Vancouver
and Steveston.  The Sockeye Special was an
integral part of the transportation, business
and social life of Lulu Island.  It brought
thousands of visitors from Vancouver, New
Westminster and Richmond to the thrilling
horse races at Minoru Racetrack and
transported thousands of visitors to witness
several aviation history-making events at
Minoru. $15 at selected BCHF Society gift
shops or $20.00 including shipping and
handling.  Order online on the
website   www.sockeyespecial.com 

Ron Hyde is a member of the Richmond Museum Society,
London Heritage Farm Society . BCHF Membership Chair and
Editor of the BCHF Newsletter

Yorke Island and the Uncertain War, Defending Canada’s
Western Coast During World War II by Catherine Gilbert

This unique book looks at the history of the Yorke Island Fort,
includes over 100 photos, both archival and modern, and stories
from local residents who were living in Kelsey Bay and on
Hardwicke Island when the fort was being built.  Learn how
members of these small communities were affected by the in
influx of hundreds of soldiers and sailors, and how the fort
developed over a period of six years.
To be released in spring 2012 - Catherine Gilbert is with the
Campbell River Museum Society.
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The Royal Jubilee Hospital School of Nursing

The Royal Jubilee School of Nursing Alumnae in Victoria, have
worked diligently to preserve the history of their School of
Nursing.  Through their efforts, the Nurses Residence has been
designated a National Historic Site.  The 1891 school was the first
School of Nursing west of Winnipeg and north of San Francisco.
The Pemberton Memorial Chapel has been preserved and
upgraded and is enjoyed by patients and visitors.  Housed below
the Chapel is the School of Nursing Archives.

The mandate of the archives is to conserve items and provide
information for researchers through a collection of records,
albums, photographs, uniforms and memorabilia relating to the 3
year nursing program which the School of Nursing operated from
1891 to 1982.  The photograph collection consists of many
pictures of the Pemberton Memorial Operating Room, which
opened May 15, 1896 and was the first operating room west of
Hamilton, Ontario.  It also includes graduation photographs and
numerous pictures taken during the training over the decades
providing insight into an era otherwise forgotten.  The collection
provides photographs of the ever-changing face of the Royal
Jubilee Hospital buildings.

The large collection of uniforms date from 1905 through 1982,
when the school closed, including Nursing Sisters in the war,
operating room nurses, students and community and graduate
nurses.

Dawne Nugent [L] and Jean Stephenson [R] with the
Remembrance Day display at RJH, includes small versions of
honor scrolls with names of RJHSN graduates who served in both
wars and various caps used throughout the 3 year training period.

The Alumnae of the RJHSN has fundraised over the years to
preserve and protect historical buildings such as the Nurses’
Residence and the Pemberton Memorial Chapel.  Begbie Hall,
once the Nurses’ Residence, was home and classroom to student
nurses from its opening Feb. 13, 1930 until the closure of the
school.  It was designated a National Historic Site May 12, 2003
to commemorate the historical significance as a center of
education for young women.

Oral histories are currently being added to the collection as
graduates share their stories of training, during the war years and
the many changes they have witnessed in the nursing profession
over the years.  The Archives operates with Alumnae volunteers
and is open the first and third Tuesday mornings 9 am - noon
from September to June or by appointment during summer
months.  Inquires at rjhalum.archives@rjhnursingalum.com.
Their web site www.rjhnursingalum.com   provides additional
information.

                    Christmas at Craigdarroch Castle

Around British Columbia

The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia and the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada unveiled a
plaque on August 28th commemorating the National Historic
Significance of David Oppenheimer - Entrepreneur, second
Mayor of Vancouver and Jewish Community Leader.

The Royal Jubilee Hospital School of Nursing celebrated their
120th anniversary in June in Victoria.  More than seven hundred
former graduates gathered for a weekend to reminisce and
reconnect with former classmates.

Christmas at Craigdarroch Castle starts December 1st with
Christmas decorations unveiled and a Christmas Carol play on
selected days between December 14th and 28th.  Check out their
complete schedule for December at       www.thecastle.ca 

The Remembrance Week exhibit in Nanaimo was hosted by the
Nanaimo Museum and the Vancouver Island Military
Museum.  Visitors were given a glimpse into the lives of the men
and women who served our country through a display of local
photos, uniforms, war medals and war time artifacts.

The Remembrance Week exhibit at the Nanaimo Museum, also
displayed was the uniform of  Captain Joseph Carpenter, who
raised the Nanaimo Independent Company, along with his hat
badge - a replica of the Bastion.
While he served as a Captain in the
army, he enlisted as a sapper in order
to get overseas in the 1914-1918 war.

The exhibit also featured the war time
experiences of regular people on
Vancouver Island.  It included a gas
mask designed for children and stored
under school desks in preparation for
bomb threats, to photos of Nanaimo’s
military camp during World War II.
Artifacts of model aircraft and a model ship were also on display.

Chuck Davis History of Metropolitan Vancouver   was 
released  in November with the official launch Tuesday
December 6th at 7 pm, at the downtown central branch of the
Vancouver Public Library.

Chuck’s work was 80% finished when he passed away in
November 2010.  Vancouver historians and others volunteered
to make sure Chuck’s book was finished in time to celebrate the
City of Vancouver’s 125th birthday.  The 512 page book by
Harbour Publishing will soon be available at local books store at
$49.95.
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Welcome to our new members

SOCIETY MEMBER: Metchosin School Museum Society

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
L. Bethel, Surrey    D. Brown, Burnaby     

P. Cherry, Port Alberni     P. Chow-Leong, Victoria     
T. Connolly, Qualicm Beach,     E. Cox, North Saanich
D. Durupt, Maple Ridge     B. Fallado, North Saanich

P. Hampton, North Vancouver     M. Harris, Surrey          
F. McLenahan, Qualicum Beach

S. Mather, West Vancouver     E. Matties, Surrey
R. Meads, Victoria     A. Mendels, North Saanich

S. Parmar, Prince George     R. Puls, Aldergrove   
N. Rowe, West Vancouver     C. Slater, North Vancouver

S. Stewart, Qualicum Beach     A. Turner, Courtenay
L. Weber, Courtney     S. Wilson, Chilliwack  

The 
BC Historical Federation has 280 memberships

representing 29,143 individual members

Historic Kootenay items sold on Ebay

A ribbon from the Diamond Jubilee Loyal Orange Lodge No. 1683
of Slocan City was sold on Ebay recently for $271.

The Orange Lodge hall stood on Arthur Street
in Slocan until it was torn down in the 1960's
or 70's.  The Orange Lodge is a Protestant
fraternal organization founded in Ireland in the
late 18th century.

An envelope from the Brilliant Co-op also sold.
Postmarked 1966/1968, not long before the
co-op closed.  The co-op was established in
1949 on the site of the former Kootenay
Columbia jam factory.  Only Doukhobors who
belonged to the Union of Spiritual
Communities of Christ could be members.

The co-op sold groceries, but was notable for
what it didn’t stock: meat, fish, fowl, alcohol,
tobacco or anything else that violated
Doukhobor religious beliefs.  The co-op was

also home to the Brilliant credit union which later moved to
downtown Castlegar and was one of the founding branches of
what is now Kootenay Savings.

Edited from an article by Greg Nesteroff in the West Kootenay
Advertiser which was submitted by our zone reporter Don Lyon.

The Inglefield clip for naval flags

An Inglefield Clip is an elongated clip (usually of bronze, but also
of a tough synthetic material) with an eye and double-tapered gap
in the beak part, making it easy for two to be clipped together.
The clips, spliced to the ends of halyards, are swivelled to allow
the halyards to move freely. 

With similar Inglefield clips spliced to the ends of the hoist lines
attached to flags, it allows for rapid and easy hoisting, especially
of signal flags. Speed and accuracy in signaling became
paramount. The rope eye and toggles were not conducive to
speed, especially in cold weather when the ropes tended to
freeze solid. 

Edward Inglefield, then Flag Lieutenant to Rear-Admiral St.
George C. D'Arcy-Irvine RN in the Channel Squadron in 1888
described how the
signalmen had to
open the rope eyes
with their teeth, and
h e  t h o u g h t  o f
d e s i g n i n g  c l i ps
"rather like putting the
forefinger and thumb
together with a slight
opening". He had
some made for trial
and immediately his ship began winning all the flag signalling
competitions. Eventually other ships realized the reason for this,
and by about 1900 the Inglefield Clip had become the standard
fitting for naval flags.

From the      ww w.nauticapedia.ca   website.  - check it  out as there   

have been eleven new marine articles added since the beginning of

September

The Final say

Another year has almost come and gone.  There have been many
excellent exhibits, articles and events around the province with
the theme of different aspects of B.C.’s exciting history.  It is great
to see so many groups and individuals working to preserve our
history.  A tip of the hat to you all!

It is interesting to see many groups taking advantage of the
electronic world by posting their Newsletters, events, etc. on their
website, BCMA List Serve and other electronic opportunities.
The BCHF is also adding to its electronic listings.   Our website
contains information on our different publications with our BC
History magazine available online up to 2007, the quarterly
Newsletter is posted at the same time of printing, the Website
Book Store now offers over 70 books on BC History by groups
and individuals who may pay for them on PayPal (an electronic
bank). On page 2 of this Newsletter, there is information on our
current project BC History Online where everyone is invited to
participate.

BCHF membership has grown from 202 to 290 so far this year
and has added many new groups and individuals with different
interests and approaches to our history which has assisted the
Federation with its mandate to preserve and promote British
Columbia’s history.  Many of our members are sharing their
newsletters with the Editor giving the opportunity to let our many
members know of some of the events being hosted around the

province.
The Federation’s 2012 Conference is being
hosted by the Campbell River Museum
Society and their Blast from the Past is
shaping up to be a very memorable one.

Be sure to check out the Conference
information mailed as an insert with the BC
History magazine.  Mark down the dates of
May 10 - 11 - 12,  2012 for a Conference
filled with interesting tours, events and the
opportunity to meet many B.C. history
minded people from around the province.

With 2012 fast approaching, if you are one who makes New
Year’s resolutions, add to your list to share some of your pictures,
stories, papers, artifacts, etc. with your local museum or archives.
A great opportunity to add to your local museum’s collection as
well as ensuring your family is part of the local history.

                                                         Ron Hyde                   7
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