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On October 1st, I joined the other Lieutenant Governors and
Territorial Commissioners in Ottawa for the swearing-in of the 28th

Governor General of Canada, Mr. David Johnston.  As a
constitutional monarchy and parliamentary democracy, the
Queen  is Canada’s Head of State with the Governor General
acting as her representative both at home and abroad.

At the beginning of each term, which generally lasts five years, 
Governors General, like Lieutenant Governors, have the
opportunity to speak about the causes that are close to their heart
and to announce what it is they hope to accomplish during their
term in office.  One of the main objectives of my tenure is to
promote cultural reconciliation.  I believe we can achieve
reconciliation by accepting and celebrating our differences and by
joining hands to create a better, richer and more compassionate
society.  If we are to achieve true reconciliation we need to
develop an understanding amongst all our citizens that we travel
this life in the same canoe.  No matter where we come from, no
matter our cultural roots and heritage, we have to paddle and
work tegether.

This year, reflecting this belief, I carved two cedar canoes, The
first I named Shxwtitostel and it is a traditional inland river canoe
that I gifted to the people of British Columbia.  In Halq’eméylem,
Shxswtitostel means “a safe place to cross the river.”  The name
and project represent the idea of a bridge between peoples and
cultures.  It is currently on display at the Legislature in Victoria
and will soon begin its journey to different venues around the
province.  The second canoe, Sea Raven on the Salish Sea, was
carved as a gift for the Canadian Navy in celebration of its one-
hundredth anniversary and it was launched at an event in July
honouring the naming of the Salish Sea.

I also continue to promote literacy and equal access to literacy
materials for all British Columbians.  Literacy is vital to education
and prosperity and sadly there is much work to be done in
improving it here in our own province.  On my behalf, the
Government House Foundation and Rotary Clubs in British
Columbia have partnered in a very successful initiative to help
bring much needed books and other literacy resources to areas
in need.  To date, we have partnered nine remote communities
with Rotary Clubs who, in collaboration with the residents, are
helping by providing not only books, but also by building
community libraries and helping to acquire other much needed
amenities.

Through our web-based Write Me a Story project we actively
engage elementary school children in writing and learning to
express their ideas and creativity.  I invite students to participate
in the program by writing stories based on series of illustrations
and to send them to me to receive an acknowledgement for their
participation.  To date I have received over 2,500 stories from
students in our province and I hope to increase that number this
school year.

However, one does not need to represent The Crown in order to
promote the causes that are near and dear to one’s heart.  Each
of us can make a difference by volunteering our time, our energy
and our resources to worthy endeavours.  If we all paddle our
common canoe in the same direction, the synergy of our combined
efforts and cultural perspectives will help us accomplish so much
more, so much faster and so much easier.

Delivering books to isolated BC Communities

Not long after being sworn in as Lieutenant Governor in October
2007, Steven Point was driving to Whistler with his honorary aide-
de-camp, Bob Blacker.  They talked about Blacker’s work with the
Rotary Club and a series of programs promoting literacy in Third
World countries.

Point asked Blacker whether Rotary ever thought about bringing
books to communities in British Columbia.  Since then the two
have partnered in a literacy campaign to bring books to remote
and isolated communities throughout B.C. “ A book is the smallest
gift in the world, but it’s a big gift - literacy is a big gift” states Point.

Individual Rotary
Clubs have partnered
directly with about
nine communities
and are working on a
variety of projects.  In
Kingcome In le t,
Rotary is helping the
community build a
library and learning
centre to help spark
an interest in reading
for   young children
and to provide
resources for older
children so they don’t

have to leave their communities to go to school.

Point is also running the Write Me a Story program, which has
schoolchildren writing stories to go with images provided by him
and his staff.  The children send their stories to him to read and he
has found himself up until 1 a.m. on more than a few nights going
through the submissions.  “Kids can be very funny.  They think of
things you had never dreamed,” he said.



Vancouver Historical Society is looking for   

           “Vancouver memories”

The VHS Newsletter is looking for your Vancouver story.  Every
so often, they would like to include a short “slice of life” story in
their Newsletter.

Perhaps you recall a particularly memorable evening at the Cave
or other Vancouver long gone nightclubs.  Who were the
entertainers?  How did you get there?  Streetcar, taxi or car?
What did things cost?  Do you have any photos or memorabilia
like matchbooks or drink coasters that they could use.

Do you remember going shopping at Spencer’s Department Store
on Hastings?   Did they have a toy department?  Were there
elevator operators?

The stories should be no more than about 450 words and photos
or other installations would be welcome.  The Vancouver
Historical Society would love to hear from you.  Even if your story
is less than 450 words, they still may be able to use it in a
compilation of memories.  Send your story to their Newsletter
Editor at     jmcgraw@vancouver-historical-soiciety.ca    or  mail
to Vancouver Historical Society, PO Box 3071   Vancouver BC
V6B 3X6   attention   Jim McGraw

100th Anniversary of Strathcona  Park

2011 will mark the 100th Anniversary of Strathcona Park, BC’s
first provincial park and the beginning of our remarkable
provincial  park system.  The Park Elders Council of BC and the
Parks Branch will be announcing a series of Centennial events to
celebrate the 100th anniversary.

The history of BC park
system is closely linked to
major headline stories and
political issues of the times
including hydro/highway
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
federal/provincial relations,
regional government, war
in the woods, biodiversity,
emergence of aboriginal

rights, fiscal restraint, privatization, hunting endangered species,
user fees, timber exchanges, land trust, etc.  The links are many
and fascinating. 

James Anderson, a retired park planner and senior provincial
official, completed the first and possibly only comprehensive
history of growth of the provincial park system which was
contributed to the Council of Parks Elders to promote
understanding the importance of B.C.’s park system.

Mr. Anderson reports “We can all find reasons to complain about
government support or lack thereof for parks or some irritant about
a recent visit to parks, budget shortfalls, user fees, a park proposal
still not fulfilled, etc.  These are issues we can deal with in the next
century.  The occasion of this Anniversary is the time to learn
about and appreciate the scale, scope and diversity of our present
system and to celebrate this accomplishment of preserving 14.5%
of our land base as protected areas.”

As an unofficial historian of the Branch, Mr. Anderson would be
pleased to present an overview of this topic to any of our member
societies.  James Anderson lives in Victoria but would be pleased
to come to the Lower Mainland if ferry expenses are covered.  You
can contact James Anderson at 250-477-8255.

1910 Rogers Pass Avalanche Commemoration

Committee wins museum award

The 1910 Rogers Pass Snowslide Commemoration Committee
won a “Museums in Motion Award of Merit” from the BC Museums
Association Conference in Nanaimo.

The award was given to the
committee for their work organizing
events and exhibits relating to the
100th anniversary of the 1910 Rogers
Pass avalanche that killed 58 people -
the deadliest avalanche in Canadian
history.  “It’s the most amazing project
I’ve been involved with in all my years
here,” said Cathy English, curator of
the Revelstoke Museum & Archives.

The committee was made up of
representatives from Parks Canada, Friends of Mount Revelstoke
& Glacier, the Canadian Avalanche Centre, Canadian Pacific, the
Revelstoke Railway Museum, the Revelstoke Museum & Archives,
local Parks Canada historian John Woods and Roy Inouye of
Kamloops representing the Japanese-Canadian community and
the Jodo Shinsu Buddhist Temples of Canada.

Courtesy of Revelstoke Times Review

Campbell River Museum completes digitization
Campbell River Museum has thousands of images in the form of
photos, negatives, positives, glass plates and lantern slides that
they wanted to make more accessible to the public.  With the
assistance from the British Columbia History Digitization Program
and UBC Irvine K.  Barber Learning Centre, the Museum was able

to create a new website and
place over 1,400 of its
archival images online. 

Visitors to the site can post
comments, which could help
identify people, places and
objects in the photos which
allows for a degree of
interactivity.  Photos can
also be ordered and
purchased through the site.
To view the new site, visit   
                              
http://gallery.crmuseum.ca  
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Courtesy of the Ron Hyde collection

Jamie Forbes, Trail  Historical

Society president and the 

Fort Sh eph erd ca irn

Ocean Falls is reborn, thanks to B.C. Archives

Ocean Falls was the ultimate company town.  On the coast,
halfway between Vancouver and Prince Rupert, it was created in
1909 to support a lumber mill and paper mill.   When the pulp mill
closed in 1980, most of the people moved away.  Ocean Falls
was not for everyone.  The only access in the early days was by
boat, There was no point in owning a car, because there was
nowhere to go.  Weather?  Rain today and more tomorrow.

Ocean Falls plays an important part in the history of this province.
It was a key industrial community, and back in the 1960's,
everyone knew where it was and everyone seemed to know
someone who lived or went to work there.  Today, the town at the
head of Cousins Inlet has been almost forgotten.  It makes the
news from time to time but it’s usually when reporters  talk about
ghost towns like Sandon and Phoenix and, yes, Ocean Falls.

Thanks to a newly unveiled collection at the provincial archives,
you can get a sense of what the community was like when  the
mills were buzzing with activity, the schools were filled with
children and the Martin Inn was the place to go.  “Ocean Falls is
a fascinating case study of a company town - a community 

dependent on one firm for all or most of the necessary services
or functions of town life” said Claire Gilbert, the archivist in charge
of the Ocean Falls project.  “It is a story told from the earliest
beginnings, through its prosperous decades of the 1930s, 1940s
and 1950s into its dismantling, within our province’s biggest
industry.”  The Archives website is      www.bcarchives.bc.ca

There were two sides to Ocean Falls - the mills to the south of the
bridge over the inlet, and the townsite to the north.  The collection
captures both sides.

The records give a comprehensive view of Ocean Falls as a town
and an employer.  There are quantities of correspondence,
including letters with the signature of H.R. MacMillan, B.C.’s chief
forester when Ocean Falls came to be.  There are samples of
products from the mill and there is a 1915 photo of the townsite
on our website http://bchistory.ca/publications/journal/index.html
and about 19,000 plans for mill machinery, the six-storey Martin
Hotel (one of the largest in B.C. when it was built).  The collection
reflects a wide range of activities, from pulp and paper
production, dam and mill construction through to supporting the
aircraft industry during the Second World War.

The mill at Ocean Falls was started by Ocean Falls Co. Ltd. in
1912.  The company was purchased by Crown Willamette Paper
Co. of San Francisco in 1914 and renamed Pacific Mills Ltd.  In
1954 the name was changed to Crown Zellerbach Canada Ltd.
who announced closure of the mill in 1973.  The government
purchased it and gave it seven more years but it was closed
permanently May 31, 1980.

Edited from an article by David O bee, Victoria Times C olonist

September 12, 2010

Summerland Museum’s Women’s Institute

collection

The Summerland Museum announces the acquisition of the
Women’s Institute collection.  The Women’s Institute provincial
association made a donation of twenty-eight bankers boxes of
documents, records, photographs and ephemera of the over four
hundred Women’s Institute Chapters that once existed in B.C.

The Committee of Ruth Fenner (Vancouver Island) Eleanor Walker
(Okanagan) and Jean Johnston (Kootenays) authored the 2009
publications to honour the centennial of the Women’s Institute in
B.C.100 Years of BC Women’s Institutes 1909-2009 and 100

Women of the British Columbia
Women’s Institute. 

Their extensive research over the last
few years has produced volumes of
information about the pioneer women
of BC and the vital work they carried
out since the early years of the
province’s development. 

Why Summerland?  The community started their Women’s
Institute in 1909 and this donation honours their many
accomplishments since that time.  In addition, the Committee
decided that not all information should be housed in the provincial
archives, that another central location would make future research
more available to more researchers.

Summerland Museum’s Archivist Ruth tenVeen is working to
create well organized fonds of the information.  The Summerland
Museum welcomes anyone looking for information about the
Women’s Institute and the fonds will be listed on MemoryBC.ca

Trail Historical Society in search of missing

plaque

The Trail Historical Society is looking to uncover a missing bronze
plaque that once was mounted to historic  Fort Shepherd’s cairn,
sorely in need of repair.

“We have heard from sources that the plaque was removed due to
the rock damage on the cairn.  We assume it is buried in
someone’s basement” explained Sarah Benson, Director of the

Trail Museum and Archives.  “If we
can locate the original plaque, we will
reattach it to the repaired cairn rather
than attempt to locate funds for a
replica”

The Society advises that three or four
rocks have fallen out and should be
replaced before any more are
damaged during freezing or thawing.

The cairn was constructed by city
stonemasons and erected in 1951 by
the Trail Kinsmen Club.  The plaque
highlights the historical value of the
site which was created by the
Hudson’s Bay Company to form an
establishment on British soil.  

The fort closed down in 1860 but was reopened in 1864, only to be
abandoned in 1870 and burned two years later.  The cairn is part
of the area’s connection to the fur trade and is located on Highway
22A.
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What BCHF members have been doing

OLIVER AND DISTRICT MUSEUM announced the completion
of a new exhibit about the life of George Bowering, Canada’s first
Poet Laureate and member of the Order of Canada.  His life work
spans many different artistic genres and the public is invited to
celebrate Mr. Bowering’s accomplishments.

Mr. Bowering grew up in Oliver and graduated from South
Okanagan High School.  He is one of the most notable and
prolific authors in Canadian history and soon will be publishing his
100th book.

COWICHAN MUSEUM  AND ARCHIVES created a display about
the 142 year history of the Cowichan Exhibition for this year’s
Fair.  The display included archival photos and artifacts such as
old catalogues, ribbons and retired trophies.  The catalogues are
important records of the exhibition’s history and the Museum is
endeavoring to assemble a full collection.

RICHMOND MUSEUM SOCIETY held a Temples of Faith tour
which offered the experience of the rich diversity of spiritual and
cultural traditions in the Richmond community.  The sites included
St. Alban’s Anglican Church, Lingyen Mountain Temple, Thrangu
Monastery and the Nanaksar Gurdwara Gursikh Temple.

THE OLD CEMETERIES SOCIETY OF VICTORIA offered many
interesting and innovative tours which included Murder Most Foul
Michael Halleran tours including  graves of murderers and their
victims and tells the grisly tales he has found in coroners’ files
and old newspapers. Old Burying Ground Christmas Tour -
Christmas and holiday stories from Victoria of old will delight and
amaze you.  New tales and old favorites.

KOOTENAY DOUKHOBOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY Curator
Larry Ewashen was a guest presenter at the Tolstoy Symposium
at the University of Fraser Valley, held in honour of the 100th

anniversary of Tolstoy’s death - a standing room only event.

OSOYOOS MUSEAM received a major gift of landscape
drawings donated by celebrated Canadian artist and recipient of
the Order of Canada, Joseph Plaskett.  Mr. Plaskett spent many
childhood summers in Osoyoos with his parents to visit family and
friends.  In September, he presented the Osoyoos Museum 
Society a body of 25 pastel landscape drawings created between
1956 and 1988.

CITY OF RICHMOND ARCHIVES announced the publication of
the third volume in its Richmond Neighbourhood Series.  “The
Country: Richmond’s Eastern Neighbourhoods”.  Written by the
late Mary Keen, the book details the geologiccal formation of the
area, early pioneer settlement, agricultural and industrial
development and social and community life.  Illustrated with
photographs and maps from the Archive’s holdings, some of
which were acquired as the result of Mrs. Keen’s research and
contacts with pioneer families.

GULF OF GEORGIA CANNERY is now open year-round and is
the site of the Steveston Farmers and Artisans Market during the
winter months.  Built in 1894, the cannery is the largest building
of its kind in British Columbia.  Key exhibits include a functioning
salmon canning line that presents both the social and
technological history of the canning industry.  The Gulf of Georgia
Cannery is a National Historic Site located in Steveston Village.
www.gulfofgeorgiacannery.com 

SEA ISLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY held an open house
following their AGM for  members, residents of Burkeville and the
public, featuring their collection of photographs and history of the
area.  If you have photographs or memories to share, email
eunice@dccnet.com  and check out  their website at
www.seaislandhome.org

 LANGLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY are restoring the Dixon Barn on
Glover Road.  The large 60 x 40 foot barn was built in 1918 and is
one of only three similar barns left on the Hudson Bay Company
farm land.  Timber frame construction with large  timbers up to 40
feet in length.  The large timbers are fastened together by mortise
and tenon joints and wooden pegs. 

 Cougar Annie’s garden is for sale

During the early years of this century, pre-emptions of land were
commonplace on the west coast.  In Clayoquot Sound, only one
wilderness homestead has endured, it is that of Ada Annie Rae
Arthur, well known on the west coast as “Cougar Annie”.  Annie
carved out of her 117 acre parcel, 5 acres of
garden in the wilderness of Boat Basin, 50
km northwest of Tofino.  She raised chickens
and goats, fed her family (she had eleven
children) and started a mail order garden
nursery from her garden (particularly famous
for her dahlias).  Wily and ingenious, she
also ran a general store and post office from
her home.  She trapped and shot dozens of
cougars for their bounty, thus her
eponymous nickname “Cougar Annie”.  Her
story makes remarkable reading.

Peter Buckland, who single-handedly restored and embellished the
Garden, and whose story is almost as interesting as that of Cougar
Annie, formed the Boat Basin Foundation in the hopes of saving
forever, the property including the Garden,  for  British Columbians
in perpetuity.  The Boat Basin Foundation’s vision is to have the
property used for educational purposes.

The 117 acre property, including Cougar Annie’s Garden, is for
sale.  The importance of the historical heritage (both First Nation
and Pioneer) and ecological uniqueness of the property is
unmatched.  The thought of the province losing this truly magical
place is unfortunate.
Margaret Horsfield and her book “Cougar Annie’s Garden” won the

Haig-Brown Prize in 2000
and is now in its third
printing: the publisher is
Salal Books in Nanaimo.
The story continues to cast
its spell

salalbooks@voicesfromth
esound.com

Besides five acres of historical gardens, the property has a
beautiful lake with wharf, six exquisite cabins, fully equipped
cooking house with dinner table for 25, teaching centers, museum,
boardwalks and walks to the beaches, bog and old growth forest,
rich in First Nation’s heritage.  Asking price is $2.2 million and the
property is listed with Land Quest Realty.  The Foundation has
asked that the BCHF membership know about these gardens to
help spread with word.  For more information contact Daniel
Arbour , Chair  of  the Boat  Bas in  Foundat ion
danarbour@hotmail.com
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Simon Fraser’s Signature on rocky shore of

Stuart Lake 
Two Parks Canada archeologists have concluded after  detailed
research, that a signature etched in red ochre on the rocky shore
of a British Columbia lake was almost certainly left 204 years ago
by the famed explorer Simon Fraser.

The faint inscription “Simon F. 1806" has been hailed as an iconic
and intimate link to the history of Western Canada, where Fraser
was instrumental in extending the fur trade to the Pacific Ocean
during his pioneering career as an explorer and builder of  future
British Columbia. 

The simple message, discovered in 1975 by an RCMP officer
patrolling Stuart Lake in the central interior, had never been
s u b j e c t e d  t o  a
comprehensive scholarly
analysis.  Federal officials
first examined the Fraser
signature in 1976, soon
after its discovery.  A
chemical analysis at the
time determined the
etching was made with
red ochre, a natural
pigment found in the rocks along the shore of Stuart Lake.

Fraser was long known to have been in the region in 1806, when
he built Fort St. James on the edge of the same lake, two distinct
possibilities exist - that the signature was indeed his or that of
later work by a history-minded forger.

Calgary-based federal scientists Peter Francis and John Porter
have concluded that “various lines of evidence” regarding the
signature’s creation - including handwriting analysis and a review
of Fraser’s movements in 1806 - cumulatively make a reasonable
case for its genuineness.  The two researchers wrote in a 17
page study of the signature published in the latest issue of the
Canadian Journal of Archaeology, that Fraser “made the
inscription on the rock in 1806 with his own hand, perhaps to say
only that ‘Simon Fraser was here’”.

Francis said that Parks Canada undertook the verification effort
because Fraser “is a very important historical character” and one
of a handful of influential fur traders who left their mark on the
landscape.”
Edited from  article by Randy Boswell in the Vancouver Sun

Oct.22.2010

Bulkley Valley Museum wins Tourism

Excellence Award

The Smithers District Chamber of Commerce announced that the
Bulkley Valley Museum was the inaugural winner of the Tourism
Excellence Award for its contribution to Cultural Tourism in the
Valley.  The Museum has developed unique exhibits and
expanded some of their exhibits to allow moving the displays to
local businesses in the creation of the highly successful Smithers
Culture Crawl.

Cultural and heritage tourism  is a fast growing segment of
tourism and is an important factor in attracting visitors to different
communities.

CANADIAN SPY MUSEUM in Camp X, Oshawa, Ont. Canada
ran a top-secret spy school during World War II, known as Camp
X.  It trained spies like James Bond creator Ian Fleming and
children’s author Roald Dahl.  Displays showcase spy gadgets,
weapons and photos.                                                        

 

Exterior o f Lode Theatre

ca1940 's

 Opening night November 4, 1940

 The S ilver Le dge H ote l, Ain sworth

The Magic of Wells’  Lode Theatre
Edited from article in Quesnel Cariboo Observer by Dorothy Robinson

The finest theatre north of Vancouver described the Lode Theatre
built in Wells seventy years ago.  Built by C.D. Hoy, it was the
Orpheum Theatre of the north that had an air of elegance with its
sloping floor, comfortable seats and rich burgundy velvet drapes
trimmed with gold and tied back with gold tassels.

Much care and attention was given
to creating a glamorous backdrop
for showing films which are now
termed the classics.  Memories of
going to the movies is one of the all
time favorite things for kids living in
Wells.  Social life for the weekend
centered on what was playing at
the Lode.

If it was playing in Vancouver, we had it in Wells.  To get the
movie reels into town each week was challenging, especially in
the winter.  Often driving through unplowed roads, Bill Kelly and
his Kelly Transport truck faithfully brought all the freight into Wells
each day including the movie reels.

What a magical moment it was
to step into the lobby of the
Lode.  This was glamour, this
was Hollywood right in the
town of Wells.  The lobby was
beautifully appointed with a
wicker sofa and side chairs
made in the style of the 1930s
and two urns with white sand
where people could extinguish
their cigarette before going to the theatre.  Usually kids, when
attending alone, would sit in the first three rows and would start
clapping when the show started.

What wonderful memories there are of the entertainment we
enjoyed at the Grand Old Lady of the Cariboo...The Lode.

Historic Silver Ledge Hotel in Ainsworth is

lost to fire

 June 3rd saw the historic Silver Ledge Hotel in Ainsworth burned
to the ground.  Despite the efforts of firefighters from nearby
Kaslo and Balfour/Harro departments, the 114 year old, balloon-
framed heritage landmark was consumed in a couple of hours. 

Built in 1896, the Silver Ledge
operated as a hotel until 1949.
Closed for 14 years, it was then
bought by two Calgary families
as a summer residence.  For
several years it has been a
museum.  Fortunately the
museum collection had been
removed a few weeks before
the fire.

The RCMP took a suspect into
custody on suspicion of arson
and charges were laid the next 
day in Nelson Provincial Court.    

The previous month saw two of the Lardeau Valley’s oldest
buildings, both on the 115 year old Marblehead  Quarry, two
hours north of Nelson, totally destroyed in a suspicious fire.
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             Panorama of W est Lawn - 1915

Support Riverview Hospital buildings and

grounds as a National Historic Site

The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society was established in
1992 to protect the trees and landscapes on the grounds of the
Riverview Psychiatric Hospital and to establish a public garden
and arboretum.
Of major interest is the tree collection which is the legacy of BC’s
first botanical garden created in 1911 by Henry Esson Young and
John Davison.  Examples of the trees on the grounds are
priceless in terms of their aesthetic, educational and scientific
values.
Riverview’s buildings also represent a rich architectural legacy
and some have been evaluated as having major heritage
significance.  The assorted buildings include an attractive village
of large Tudor cottages which housed the Boys Industrial School,
the Henry Esson Young education building includes library space,
classrooms, lecture theatres and a residential tower containing 96
residence rooms organized like a university dorm.

Pennington Hall, until recently the patient recreation centre, has
a gymnasium, cafeteria and a charming bowling alley featuring
hardwood lanes and ball returns.  The Nurses Home buildings are
designed in the style of an English country estate and feature oak
floors, stenciled beams, coloured glass windows and a grand
fireplace.

With very usable buildings and grounds like these, this could be
a site for a specialized college, medical use or a myriad of uses
for the buildings while retaining the heritage value of the site. With
some innovation, it could easily be a self-sustaining site and well
worth campaigning the government to give its approval to enable
the City of Coquitlam to apply to make it a National Historic Site.

For the complete story, overview and to review a letter of support,
check out The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society’s website at
www.rhcs.org   and for additional information check out
http://riverviewhospital.blogspot.com
http://west-lawn.blogspot.com

The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society and the Riverview
Hospital Historical Society are members of the BC Historical
Federation. 

THE BATA SHOE MUSEUM in Toronto features more than
12,500 artifacts, evolution and history of foot attire, and celebrity
footwear in the Walk of Fame, such as Elton John’s chunky
platforms ca 1973 and Marilyn Monroe’s sexy red pumps. When
going to Toronto, be sure to check it out.  Located at 327 Bloor
Street just a block west of the Royal Ontario Museum.

Walter Meyer Zu Erpen,

Archivist, Andrea Lister and

Jacqueline Gresko

Welcome to our new members

Okanagan Historical Society
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society
Riverview Hospital Historical Society
C. Horslan d - Fru itvale - K. Lo tt - New W esm inster 

The Federation now has 202 memberships

representing 25,876 mem bers.

B.C. loses Vancouver historian and biographer

Chuck Davis to cancer

Chuck Davis, Vancouver’s semi-official
historian, published fifteen books on
Vancouver and British Columbia and his
sixteenth, The History of Metropolitan
Vancouver, is being completed after making
arrangements for its completion prior to his
passing.

The George Woodcock Lifetime Achievement Award was
presented to Chuck by Mayor Gregor Robertson “for his essential
contributions as an author”.   The special evening was held at
SFU Harbour Centre on October 14, 2010 and included a
presentation by Alan Twigg about his new book The Essentials:
150 Great B.C. Authors.; 

Chuck was a very warm and humorous man with a twinkle in his
eye, a walking encyclopedia on history of the lower mainland.  A
long time member of the Vancouver Historical Society and good
friend of the BC Historical Federation, he will be sadly missed.

Tom Greenough passed away Nov. 8th.

Tom was a long time member of the North
Shuswap Historical Society and was the
recipient of  a BCHF Certificate of Recognition
presented to Tom and his wife Loretta at the
2010 Vancouver Conference.

Tom was known for his ongoing work on
photograph restoration and archiving the many items in the
Society’s collection.

The Land Titles and Survey Authority has moved

to a secure modern facility that offers a climate-controlled records
vault to house BC’s historic hardcopy land title and survey
records - enhanced document storage and document
conservation laboratory for ongoing preservation and protection
of the collection of historic records.

A special Open House was
held November 18th, with
Jacqueline Gresko and
BCHistory Editor Andrea
Lister representing the
Federation.
Jaqueline Gresko has been
the Federation’s appointee on
the 13 member Stakeholder
Advisory Committee since its
inception over six years ago.

The majority of the LTSA’s
records are available to users

in electronic format online through BC OnLine or
Tantalis/GATOR..
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Dwight Hall Conference
Headquarters

      The History Bulletin Board

The Editor’s Page

2011 BCHF CONFERENCE IN POWELL RIVER
The 2011 Conference is being hosted by the Powell River
Museum Society and   offers some interesting tours and events.

The Conference Package is enclosed
and you should check it out early as
some of the tours and events have
limited registration.
The registration form will soon be
available on the PRMS’s website
www.powellrivermuseum.ca  and can
be completed on line and paid via
Paypal.

CAN YOU HELP?   The Prince George Retired Teachers

Assn. Heritage Committee would like to hear from anyone

who knows about, attended or taught at the

following rural schools. 

Canoe (Valemount area) 1967-? Cariboo

1916 - 1917: Clear Lake (Blackwater Road

1955 - 57: Dewey (Summit Lake area 1922

- 25: Findlay Forks (Bear Lake area) 1967-

71: Foreman (Old Shelley Rd) 1962-68:

Goat River (Dom e Creek  area 1948-50: Kerry Lake (near

Bear Lake) 1955-65: Kidd (Dome Creek area) 1927-35:

Mile 4 (near Summitt Lake) 1951-54: Punchaw 1917-?:

Shere (near Tete Jaune) 1935-38: Tay (north of Salmon

Valley) 1959-62: Telechick (near Bednesti) 1954-63:

W right Creek (south of Salmon Valley) 1962-63.

There are no photographs or other detailed information

about these fifteen lost schools

If you have any information about these schools contact

Barb Hall at bhall05@telus.net     

 ARE YOU FROM  SASKATCHEWAN?  Do you have a hi-
speed internet connection?  See your old hometown at Small
Town Saskatchewan: Videos from the Heartland,        
www.stsk.ca

LAST SPIKE 125TH ANNIVERSARY LEGACY PROJECT:
Revelstoke Railway Museum collecting items for Legacy Trunk
display until December 15, 2010.  Call 250-837-6060 or visit
website       www.railwaymuseum.com 

1920's & 30's REAL PHOTO POSTCARDS Ocean Falls,
Fernie, Cranbrook (incl early St.Eugene Mission), Penticton,
Kamloops (10 early 1920's) many other BC communities. $10 -
$25 ea. Email request rbhyde@shaw.ca and will send scans.
 

                                                                                          
You can advertise on The History Bulletin Board - 25 words for
$5.00 + .15 word for extras..  Email newsletter@bchistory and
we can email you an advertising form.

REMEMBER to promote with your children, grandchildren and
local schools, the Lieutenant Governor’s Write me a story
literacy program as outlined in his column on page one. For full
information check out his website at
www.ltgov.bc.ca/literacy/write_me_story.htm__

IT’S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME

For all BCHF members, a Membership Renewal form is enclosed
with this mailing.  Dues for societies or groups with
dues paying members is a dollar a member with a
minimum of 30 and maximum of 75.  For Affiliate
members - groups without dues paying members -
dues are $35, Associate membership for
individuals interested in the preservation and
promotion of BC’s history, dues are $35 per year.

Paid up members receive four copies of BC History and four
copies of the BCHF Newsletter If you are not a member and
interested in becoming one, contact membership@bchistory.ca
or visit our website   www.bchistory.ca  for information and
membership forms.

B C HISTORY MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION rate increases
to $20 on January 1, 2011.  There is still time to take advantage
of the $18 subscription rate and consider:
- adding on a renewal to your existing

subscription for 1 - 2 - 3 more years
- give a gift subscription for Christmas             
  (includes a greeting card)
- Societies include a subscription with your

membership dues and receive an
administrative payment of $3 per
subscription  for your group

- organize a group of subscriptions from your
members - send in together and get an administrative
payment of $3 per subscription for your group

- give a gift subscription to your local school library, community
library, senior’s centre or community reading room

For your convenience, a subscription form is enclosed with the
Newsletter.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR GROUP’S SPECIAL EVENTS

The Newsletter would be happy to share news of your special
exhibits, events, etc. with our 200+ members. Email information
to newsletter@bchistory.ca or mail to BCHF - 10991 No. 1 Road -
Box 36105 - Richmond BC V7E 1S0 and consider advertising a
special event on  our History Bulletin Board.

The BCHF BOOK STORE will be up and
running this month on our website bchistory.ca and
the first installment will have 12 books listed with a
brief description, cost of the book, cost of P & H
and payment made via Paypal.  This is another
service provided to our members.

For information on listing a book in THE BOOK STORE, contact
newsletter@bchistory.ca  or phone Ron 604-277-2627 

THE FINAL SAY
This year has seen many exciting events hosted by our members
throughout the province.  Our membership has grown and
diversified and collectively the BCHF and its members have done
an excellent job in the preservation and promotion of B.C,’s
exciting history.

To our 202 memberships representing 25,876 members, it has
been a great year and we look forward to another exciting year
promoting our history in 2011.
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy Holidays.  Enjoy
the holiday season with your family and friends.

Ron Hyde, Newsletter Editor
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enjoy of mind

Johnson values the BC Historical Federation. For each for each qualifying member not 
already insured with Johnson who receives a home insurance quote, Johnson Inc. 
will donate $10 to the BC Historical Federation.

MEDOC® Travel Insurance

1.866.606.3362

• Emergency Medical Coverage

• Annual Plans Available

• Trip Cancellation / Interruption 
 Insurance

Home Insurance

1.800.563.0677
(Provide Group ID Code: KG)

• 24-hour Service

• Identity Theft Coverage

• Home Insurance Discount for 
  MEDOC® Policyholders 

Home insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Discount may be available if 
policyholder has MEDOC® Travel Insurance. MEDOC® is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc.  MEDOC® is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and Royal & 
Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 
business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip.  A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC® Travel Insurance 
Policy. Certain conditions may apply. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. MVM.MAC.Aug09

www.johnson.ca/bchf

All year, you dream about the chance to get away. Johnson will help you get 
there and enjoy yourself. With MEDOC® Travel Insurance you’ll worry less no 
matter where you go. Plus, we offer exceptional home insurance products and 
services. Contact us today for a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 
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