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Barkerville hosts 142nd Dominion Day Festival

Barkerville averaged a thousand visitors per day during their
“True Patriot Love-in” Dominion Day festivities.  Nearly four
thousand visitors from far and wide rushed into the action on
William’s Creek on the July 1st weekend.

Visitors came from 17 Canadian regions, several U.S. states,
South America, Germany, Switzerland, the U.K., central Europe,
the Netherlands, Asia and the South Pacific to enjoy Barkerville’s
142nd annual Dominion Day festivities.  Although Canada is 143
years old, Barkerville held the very first birthday part for the new
country 142 years ago on July 1st, 1868 as a way of marking the
one-year anniversary of Confederation.

After the opening ceremonies, a giant, maple-leaf-emblazoned
birthday cake, supplied by Barkerville’s own Goldfield Bakery,
took eight people to carry the 100 pound cake measuring 4' by 8'.

A parade of Barkerville’s costumed interpretive staff marched up
the town’s Main Street, led by the Quesnel Pipes and Drums and
several member of the RCMP dressed in time-honoured Red
Serge.

J a m e s  D o u g l as ,
Barkerville’s Marking
and Communications
Officer gave thanks to
the Quesnel branch of
Scotiabank, the 2010
D o m i n i o n  D a y
sponsor, for helping
continue Barkerville’s
July 1st legacy in such
a magnificent fashion.

“Their generous and heartfelt support of our Dominion Day
activities made the  event the huge success that it was.

With nearly four thousand international visitors over four days, it
appears as though Barkerville’s “community” is as large and
diverse as it was during the town’s first Dominion Day party 142
 years ago, at the height of the great Cariboo Gold Rush.

A Lesson in Swashbuckling

The Maritime Museum of BC invited young scalawags to attend
the Museum’s famed Pirate School, sponsored by Coast Capital
Savings.  A favorite at local events, Pirate School made its
appearance at the Inner Harbour July 1st Canada Day festivities.

The Maritime Museum of BC is apt at
training young minds to be the “best
of the worst” as Pirate School has
been running for over a decade.  “It’s
great exposure for the Museum and
staff and kids love it,” said Dierdre
Campbell, Pirate School Coordinator,
“Who doesn’t want to be a pirate?”

Wannabe pirates learned the lost art of scrimshaw, created maps
to buried treasure, got tattooed and became skilled buccaneers
with the Museum’s balloon pirate swords.

Located in the heart of Bastion Square, the Maritime Museum of
BC has a wealth of artifacts and history, and is a fantastic place
to get a glimpse back into the nautical customs of the North
Pacific.  With exhibits ranging from pirates to heritage vessels
and Victoria’s original 1889 Courtroom, the MMBC is always a
fascinating visit.

The incorporation of New Westminster - Fact

 or fiction?

The July 21st meeting of the New Westminster Historical Society
presented a look at research into the background and origins of
a particular community belief and the trials and tribulations that
can sometimes arise from the outcome of that search.

The City of New Westminster has a number of “historical” things
for which it is justifiably proud and which it has for years
proclaimed as “firsts” for the town.  Things like “first city” and first
municipal form of government: are definitely part of the City’s
story.  However, to describe it as the first incorporated city is
incorrect.

This presentation looked at the
research, the evidence and the
results of what is a complicated
and detai led piece of
investigation.  Archie and Dale
Miller walked the audience
through this fascinating piece
of historical work, based on
previous in-depth study by Dale
Kerr (now Miller) and shows that there really are many intriguing
and conflicting bits and pieces to many “historical facts”.

from the New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter



Chinesee Freemasons - Kelowna, B.C.

Allison House today - the addition to the left and the Black   
                         Locust trees in front of the house

Chinatown Exhibit to Honour Duncan’s Past

Razed more than forty years ago, Duncan’s Chinatown was
removed to make way for a courthouse, library and seniors
centre, mandated by a Centennial Grant.  While many people
were unhappy that Chinatown was removed, its destruction
opened residents’ eyes to the value of historical structures.
Because of what happened to Chinatown, people are more
conscious of what would happen if other heritage buildings were
destroyed.

The exhibit will beautify the area and provide historical
information as it will be very artistic and tell the story of the
Chinese community in Duncan.  Duncan’s Chinatown was
established in the late 1890's and early 1900's when Mount
Sicker was an important copper-mining centre which brought
many Chinese laborers to work on the railway.  They became part
of Duncan’s downtown business community with about thirty
operating merchants.

An initiative of the Downtown Business Improvement Area
Society and curated by Kathryn Gagnon of the Cowichan Valley
Museum, whose advance work for the exhibit involved original
research and interviews with residents of the former Chinatown,
this display will tell the story of Chinatown through reproductions
of old photographs from the Museum’s Archives and a Chinese
gate will be installed at the end of the alley to add to the
atmosphere.

Mayor Phil Kent is excited about the project and sees it as an
important part of Duncan’s history.  He added “The alleyway is a
perfect place for the outdoor exhibit.  It provides a unique space
in an area of the public realm and is also somewhat protected”.

DBIA spokesperson Mary Ann Hartley says “The project provides
the opportunity to recognize a part of society whose many
contributions to the City’s development  has been largely lost to
history, even though there remains a large Chinese element
within Duncan”.

“The goal is to have the exhibit open to the public by the end of
summer and before the tourist season is over”.

UBC plans bilingual website to tell story of

Chinese-Canadians

A bilingual website to tell the story of Chinese-Canadians is in the
planning stages at the University of B.C.

The site, Chinese-Canadian Stories: Uncommon Stories from a
Common Past History is scheduled to launch in 2012 and will
feature resources in Chinese and English.

Citizenship and Immigration Canada will provide $900,000 under
its Canada’s Community Historical Recognition Program.  In
addition to the Web portal, the funds will help build a searchable
archive of digital materials, learning materials for students and
three “mobile museum” kiosks to be deployed in cities across the
country.
Chinese migrants came to what is now British Columbia over two

centuries ago,
engaging with
first nations
peoples at the
same moment
that the first
migrants from
E u r o p e
arrived,” said
H e n r y  Y u ,
project lead and
a s s o c i a t e
professor in the
department of
history.

“In other words,
long before Confederation, the Chinese were part of the founding
peoples of what would become Canada.  This project will reshape
the way all of us understand Canada, and reclaim the forgotten
histories of peoples who have long been ignored in Canadian
history.”

Jes Abeita, Vancouver Sun, August 10, 2010

From family to family  - part II

During the time the Stewart family was establishing itself in the
valley, Richmond Stewart Sr. arrived in the Okanagan from
Kildare, Ireland in 1908.  Taking a paddle wheeler up the lake to
Kelowna, Stewart passed the green houses of Dave Gellatly.

Thinking this would be a great place to work, he took the return
trip south and got off at Peachland, carrying and dragging his
trunk the fifteen kilometers back to Gellatly’s green houses.  He
asked for a job, but Gellatly wasn’t hiring at the time, so he
started to head off to find what he could find. Gellatly stopped him
and asked if he had carried the trunk all the way from Peachland.
When Richmond responded in the affirmative, Dave Gelllatly
changed his mind and immediately offered him a job.  Thus
began the presence of the Stewarts in the Okanagan.

In 1956 Richard’s son Dick bought most of the property which
now makes up the bulk of the Quails’ Gate vineyards.  Originally
he grew tree fruits and some table grapes.  The first vinifera
variety,  Chasselas, was planted in 1961.  In 1964 Dick bought

1.64 acres from the neighbouring Sunnyside Ranch and this
property contained the Allison House.  The house was in a truly
sorry state.  It had been used as a garage and to store

equipment.                                                                                  2



Previous attempts at renovation had changed the roof-line.  It had
nearly burned down when a tractor was being re-fueled.  Later,
the Stewarts used the house as a barn for their horses.

Over the next twenty plus years the orchard evolved into a
vineyard, and Allison house evolved first into a craft store
operated by Mrs. Stewart and her daughter-in-law and later as
a wine shop for the fledgling winery that Dick and his son Ben
established in 1989.  The Stewarts had planted some of the
earliest Pinot Noir and Riesling vines in the valley along with their
workhorse grapes, Marechel Foch and Chasselas.   It was soon
obvious that more retail space was required so in the early 1990s,
an addition made from logs salvaged from the destruction of a
packing plant in Penticton was built.  Footings were put under this
addition but could not be put under the original part because of
the roots from the Black Locust trees (Falso Acadia) planted in
the 1870's by Susan Allison.

Consequently, the Allison family influence lives on today and has
been embraced by the owners of Quails’ Gate Winery, the
Stewart family.

Prepared by David Gunderson on behalf of Tony Stewart and
Quails’ Gate Estate Winery 

CPR heritage maps dedicated at Canadian

Museum of Rail Travel

Cranbrook was once a key hub for the Canadian Pacific Railway
and nowhere can this be better appreciated that at the Canadian
Museum of Rail Travel, which now has four spectacular railroad
maps on display in its entrance hall.

The four 12 foot by 7 foot maps were dedicated in a ceremony
attended by Museum Executive Director Garry Anderson, Board
Chair Bob Bennison, Cranbrook Mayor Scott Manjak and Carrie
Schafer of the Columbia Basin Trust.  Mayor Manjak viewed the
giant maps showing Cranbrook’s strategic location on CP‘s
historic “Imperial Highway and reflected on just how important the
rail museum is to the city.  “It’s truly a jewel for the community”.
The historic maps show the prominent location of Cranbrook on

t h e  e n t i r e
Canadian Pacific
Railway Ships-
Hote ls -Ra i lway
system.   The
fourth map relates
to the historic
trains on tours and
i s  c o l o r
coordinated with
the large maps as
well as other
railway heritage in
the region.

The maps, which
are blow-ups of
smaller maps in
the museum’s
collection, were
d e s i g n e d  t o
i n c r e a s e
appreciation of the

significance of the historic trains that are on display at the
Museum.  The two upper maps are titled “Canadian Pacific Spans
the World” and “Canadian Pacific Spans North America”, both of
which give context to the railway in terms of ships, hotels and
railways.

The CPR was once the largest transportation system in the world
with fleets of Trans-Atlantic and Trans-Pacific ships linked by
trains and hotels to provide a complete service under one
company.  The railway also provided
the fastest transcontinental service
across North America because the
trains were managed by one
company with no need to change
trains like other railway companies
that did not own trackage rights
across the continent.

The CPR has two transcontinental
routes with all the tracks located in
Canada and used by such trains as
the “Pacific Express” (1997) and the
“Trans-Canada Limited) (1929) -
both of which are in the collection in
Cranbrook.  This route ran north of
Cranbrook through Kamloops, Revelstoke, Golden, Banff,
Calgary, Medicine Hat, Moose Jaw, Regina, Winnipeg and points
east.

There was also the international transcontinental service called
the CPR-Soo Route, on which Cranbrook was located.  This route

was completed in 1906 and
connected Minneapolis and
Spokane through Canada via the
Crowsnest Pass, with connections
east and west linking the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans.  This route was
used by the fast and beautiful “Soo-
Spokane Train Deluxe” of 1907.
This train set  is in the collection in
Cranbrook.

Also on display is the fast-growing
Cranbrook History Gallery, a 90-foot
display of archival pictures culled
from the museum’s vast collection.

The gallery is intended to help develop an appreciation of
Cranbrook’s history for both residents of the City, schools and
visitors.

Edited from an article by Gerry Warner, Cranbrook Daily
Townsman, June 21, 2010
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BC History magazine cover included in new

advertising campaign

The BCHF is now a member of the BC Association of Magazine
Publishers who have arranged a great advertising campaign to
highlight the many magazines published in the province.

A transit shelter ad campaign
will run from August 16 to
October 3 at the following
Vancouver locations

• Arbutus & Nanton (west) 
• Cambie & W 61st (east)
• E Broadway & Glen (north) 
• E Broadway & Rupert
(south)
• E 22nd & Renfrew (south)    

 • Granville & W 65th (west)
• Knight & E. 14th   (west)      

 • Nanaimo & Turner   (west)
• Victoria & E. 61st (east)       

 • Victoria & Upland   (east)

If you are looking at BCHistory - it is in the 3rd row from the top.

The Word on the Street Book and  Magazine Festival
offers hundreds of participating exhibitors, authors, performers,
readings, demonstrations, etc.

Come and enjoy the Festival which is happening at Library
Square in Vancouver on Sunday September 26th from 11 am to
5 pm.

The William Loucks residence - Langley BC

William Markley Loucks was born in Ontario in 1865 and settled
in Langley about 1908 after working in Atlin, B.C. and trying his
luck in the Yukon gold fields.

He and his wife, Wilhelmina (Minnie) Pillath, were married in 1907
and after the birth of their first son, Frederick Williams, bought a
property on Zero Avenue between 272nd and 276th Streets where
they lived in a log cabin while their larger house was built on the
hill.  The house is particularly noted for its curved wraparound
verandah with turned columns and decorative newel posts as well
as the wonderful view looking south over the U.S. border.

Their farm was very productive, growing grain, hay and
vegetables as well as raising beef and chicken.  They traveled
overnight to New Westminster where they sold produce on
Fridays and then at the Curb Market in Vancouver on Saturdays.
The Loucks family purchased one of the first cars in the area in
1913 and although they did not have electricity until after World

War II, they used gas motors to run pumps, the cream separator
and the washing machine.

The Loucks family was very adventurous and entrepreneurial.
Despite having diabetes, William traveled to Dawson City in 1931
in his 1919 Model T.  There was no road, but William and his two
friends followed the telegraph line to reach their destination.

Fred Loucks attended North Prairie School on Double Ditch Road
north of Lynden in 1914 as it was only one half a mile from their
home.  However, when World War I began, some American
soldiers came to the school and told the six or seven Canadian
kids that they had to get back across the border and quickly
marched them home with bayonets at the ready.

Fred Loucks farmed, built and operated sawmills all over Langley
and later developed Loucks Trucking Service which took his
trucks all over B.C., Alberta, the Yukon and into Oregon.  He
collected vintage vehicles and built his own trucks and machines
including a snow plough used on municipal roads in Matsqui and
Langley.  Brother David, who enjoyed fast cars and big game
hunting, kept up the Zero Avenue residence after the death of his
father but later moved to a farm near Barriere where he died in
1984.

With the help of the Aldergrove Heritage Society and the Langley
Heritage Society, a new roof was added in 1999 and the interior
of the house was renovated.  The house and property is available
for rent from Metro Vancouver who acquired the whole section
between 272nd and 276th for the Aldergrove Lake Park in the
1970's.

Edited from an article by Maureen Pepin in the Langley Heritage
Society Newsletter

Churches in a Post-Christian World

In January, the Anglican Diocese of British Columbia, covering 52
parishes on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands, released a
report by the Diocesan Transformation team.  The report, based
on five years of study, recommended closing 19 churches and the
ultimate sale or lease of 13 of them.

A media release provided a blunt
assessment:
The problem, common to all mainline
churches across Canada and around
the developed world over the past
two generations, has been the
decline in church membership and
consequent reduction in financial
support for the mission of the
Church....we see no alternative to
making recommendations to reduce
the number of our parishes.

In March, the 93rd Synod considered
the DTT report and passed detailed resolutions for each parish.
A number of churches are to be disestablished and sold or
leased.  Several others are to be combined, leading eventually to
other redundant and vacant church buildings.  Still others have
been given a reprieve to come up with strategies for continuation,
generally involving similar measures of combination and closure.

Many of these church buildings are historic structures.  Churches
were generally among the first buildings to be erected in new
villages, towns and cities across the province, and a good many
have embodied the aesthetic, social and religious values of their
communities for a century or more.  Few enjoy the benefit of
heritage protection.  In fact, it is Diocesan policy to discourage

heritage designation.  Heritage BC Quarterly - Spring 2010   4
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Upcoming Events 

BCHF Council Meeting   Oct. 3 at 11 am    Hosted by
Parksville Historical Society at Craig Park, Parksville

Sew Like Your Mother  An exhibit of Vintage Sewing
Machines with 26 pieces from early 1900's thru 1970's on display.
Aug. 10 - Oct. 9th - Sunshine Coast Museum & Archives 
604-886-8232 or email scma_manager@dccnet.com

BC Genealogical Society Seminar with  John D. Reid - 

• Early 20th century British immigration to Canada
• Some lesser-known websites for British family history
• Find your family history in newspapers online 
          Saturday  Sept. 18th     9 am - 3:30 pm  
Scandinavian Community Centre - 6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby,
$40 for BCGS and BCHF members  - $50 non-members
For info Susan Snalam - 604-273-8209   domers4@shaw.ca
   or Eunice Robinson   - 604-596-2811   eunice@dccnet.com 

Oral History Interviewer Training Workshop 
Whether you are a novice oral history interviewer, interested in
creating your own oral history program, or just seeking a
refresher, this hands-on workshop will introduce participants to
the practice of interviewing for historical purposes as well as
using digital tools for recording oral history interviews.
Presented by Irene Dodek and Jennifer Yuhasz
Sunday October 24th  - 10 am - 4 pm at the Jewish Museum &
Archives, - third floor Jewish Community Centre - 950 W 41st Ave
Fee: $80 including refreshments.  Seating is limited - preregister
c o n t a c t  J e n n i f e r  Y u h as z  -  6 0 4 - 6 3 8 -7 2 8 6
archives@jewishmuseum.ca 

Creston Museum’s Annual Quilt Show

The Creston Museum’s Annual Quilt show features quilts from the
Creston are including some historic quilts from the Museum’s
collection. The Quilt Show and Sale is September 18th from
10:00am to 5:00 pm.

BC Museum of Mining Rebrands as Britannia Mine Museum

The BC Museum of Mining has been rebranded with a new name,
Britannia Mine Museum, along with a new logo and a refreshed
visual identity designed to reflect the museum’s transformed
destination.

The completion of a major $14.7 million three-phase redevelop-
ment project transformed the mining legacy site into a vibrant
internationally recognized destination.  Open 7 days a week, the
Museum celebrates the contribution of minerals to society, the
history of the storied community and the ideas and practices of
renewal and sustainability.  It promotes mining awareness
through fun educational programs, historic collection preservation
and insightful exhibits that enables guests to leave with a better
understanding of mining in BC  past, present and future.

The Britannia Mine Museum is both a National Historic Site and
a BC Historic Landmark and was established in 1971 to preserve
the material and social history of mining in B.C. as well as to
educate the public about mining.

Governed by the Britannia Beach Historical Society, the Museum
provides important historic collection preservation and insightful
publ ic engagement.   Check out the site at
www.britanniaminemuseum.ca  

Pictorial Doukhobor Quilt on display

The USCC Cultural Interpretive Society is a non-profit group of
Doukhobor women and friends dedicated to the preservation and
celebration of traditional Doukhobor fibre arts and crafts.  One of
their many inspirational projects is to increase public awareness
of the Doukhobor pioneers in the local area and the group
decided to create a “work of art” to depict the history of the B.C.
Doukhobors through a Pictorial Quilt.

Their first step was to collect historical
photos of Doukhobor landmarks,
personalities, settlements, etc. from
the time the Doukhobor pioneers
began arriving in the Kootenay
Boundary region, about 1913. With the
assistance of Kathy Verigin, graphic
designer, they designed the layout of
the 75 x 55 inch quilt and selected the appropriate photo content.
To improve final reproduction, Kathy sized and touched up some

damaged photos during the scanning
process. These scans were burned to
a computer disc. Another volunteer, a
local fibre artist, Mary Pozdnekoff,
using the Photo Shop program, printed
the images onto transfer paper and
with a heat press transferred the
photos to cloth. Then the sewing and
quilting began.

To give special recognition to each photo,  a satin frame was
applied around each print and each of the 24 frames were hand
appliquéd on to a white damask background. To complete the
elegance of the quilt, satin borders and binding were applied,

gracing the top of the frame with hand quilted peace doves. Mary
Pozdnekoff, a machine quilter, added depth and dimension to the
finished project by stippling the damask background.  The quilt
was on display at the Castlegar Museum when the Editor was in
Castlegar in July.  For additional photos check out the Cultural
Interpretive Society’s website www.doukhoborcis.org  -
productions - Pictorial Doukhobor Quilt & Photo Gallery - other

quilts and projects.                                                           
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 Crew of the MV Sidney

Celebrating 100,000,000th

passenger March 18, 1978

Dal Richards holds the 
Challenge Trophy he won
in 1935 with Kitsilano Boys
Band - part of PNE secret
vault

   

  BC Ferries celebrates 50 years

                of service

In the late 1950's, a strike by employees of the Black Ball Line
caused W.A.C. Bennett’s Social Credit government to declare
that the coastal ferry service in B.C. needed to be government-
owned and set about creating BC Ferries.

BC Ferries first route between Swartz Bay and Tsawwassen was
commissioned in 1960
using two vessels, MV
Tsawwassen and MV
Sidney.  Not knowing how
this new service to
Vancouver Island would be
accepted by the public in
competition with Black Ball

Line’s Horseshoe Bay to Nanaimo
service, BC Ferries gave free car
window decals to the first fare
paying customers for each sailing.

These first two ferries were an
instant success except for the untold
demand for eating facilities and
adding a dining room solved the
problem.  The dining room had
tables and chairs with white linen
cloths and napkins and a host to take you to your table and take
your order.

The next few years saw a
dramatic growth of the B.C. ferry
system as it took over operations
of the Black Ball Line and other
major private companies providing
vehicle ferry service between
Vancouver Island and the Lower
Mainland.

As the ferry system expanded and
started to service other small

coast communities, BC Ferries built more vessels, many of them
in the first five years of operation.

Another method of satisfying
increasing demand for service
was BC Ferries unique “stretch
and lift” program, involving seven
vessels being cut in half and
extended and later, five of those
vessels were cut in half again and
elevated to increase their
passenger and vehicle-carrying

capacities.

In the mid 1980s BC Ferries took
over the operations of the saltwater
branch of the BC Ministry of
Transportation and Highways which
ran ferry service to very small
coastal communities.  This action
dramatically increased the size of
BC Ferry’s fleet and its geographical
service area.

The distinctive ‘dogwood on green’
flag that BC Ferries used between
1960 and 2003  gave the service its
popular nickname “The Dogwood
Fleet”.

Photos and some information from
the BC Ferries’ website.  You can
check out their excellent historical
pictures with informational captions
www.bcferries.com  About BC
Ferries    -   History   tabs and view
the many pictures and images from
the 1960s to present day listed in
decades.

Celebrates 100 years as

a provincial organization

2010 marks BC Fairs centennial as the non-profit provincial
organization representing agricultural fairs throughout B.C.  In
1910 the BC Department of Agriculture’s goal was to see the
province’s many disconnected fairs organized into “circuits,
according to districts”.

The fairs were a barometer for the “agricultural welfare of the
country” and it
would be prudent
to find a way to
unite them for the
benefit of the
p u b l i c .   O n
January 31, 1910,
represe ntative s
from across the
province attended
the first annual
convention of the
P r o v i n c i a l
Associat ion of
Agricultural Fairs.  The success of BC Fairs is shown with four
provincial fairs celebrating their 100th  Grand Forks Fall Fair,
Abbotsford Agrifair, Luxton Fall Fair and the Pacific National
Exhibition.

Launched in 1910, the PNE began as a fair meant to showcase
the latest and greatest advents in agriculture and industry and act

as a focal point for development in
Vancouver.  Prime Minister, Sir
Wilfred Laurier opened the PNE to
68,000 guests in what the
newspapers called “the wilds of
East Vancouver” and over the
years has served as a motivator
for the growth of the city and for
the showcasing of that growth.

Many of the local fairs have been
operating from its early days and
there is a tremendous amount of
local farming history in many
communities.

Edited from BC Fairs 100th

Anniversary Collectors Issue.

Dal Richards photo Vancouver

Sun, August 18, 2010 issue.           6
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   The History Bulletin Board

               The Book Store

The Editorial page.  .  .  .  .  .  .  

Some reminders

! With school back in session, pass on the BCHF “Logo Contest”
      information to your local school

! There’s still time to complete and send in your “Readers        
     Survey”  - it says to send in by Sept. 1st but if you submit it   
      before the end of the month, it will be included.

! If you have moved or moving soon, send us your new address
   as it is costing us a lot of unnecessary time and expense with
   returned BC History mailings and magazines.  This is both for
   memberships and subscriptions.   subscriptions@bchistory.ca
! This is a good time to do some early gift shopping with a gift  
   subscription to BC History - a gift that gives all year long.  It is
    still just $18.00 a year in Canada which is a great saving over
    the rack price of $28.00 plus HST = $31.36.  Subscription     
    forms are on our website www.bchistory.ca  and you can      
    include a message that will be mailed with the first issue. 

Recognizing three great B.C. historians

Tom Lymbery has lived all his life at Gray
Creek, a beautiful 100+ year old community on
the eastern shore of Kootenay Lake.

Every Monday morning from June 21 through
September, historian Tom Lymbery is a tour
guide for a two hour walking tour of the Gray
Creek and area historic sites and buildings.
This is a free tour hosted by the Gray Creek
Historical Society.

Tom also owns and operates the Gray Creek Store the oldest
store in the area - started in 1913 to trade with passing
sterwheelers, many of the original display cases are still in use
Known as the fireplace, chainsaw and stove capital of the
Kootenays.  If in the area - this is a “must see”.

Andy Motherwell - came to the Cariboo from
Cobble Hill in 1952 and found the area a
great place to explore because of its beauty
and historic past.

Four years ago, Andy started writing a
“Historical Footnotes” column in the Quesnel
Cariboo Observer as he was concerned that
even recent history was being lost.  Andy
writes about the results of his wanderings
around the Cariboo for “new comers” to learn about “what made
it so”.  Pioneer memories, old personal journals, researching the
Archives and his experiences provide an abundance of material.

Pixie McGeachie (In Memoriam)

Pixie was known for her decades of working to
preserve and promote Burnaby’s past by
collecting its history and voices for posterity.

Pixie wrote five comprehensive books on
different facets of Burnaby’s history. And was
President of the Friends of the Interurban 1223
Society that fully restored the Interurban car
now on display at Burnaby Village Museum.

Involved in the Burnaby Community, Pixie was Past President of
the Burnaby Historical Society, six terms on Burnaby Heritage
Commission, 2001 Burnaby City of the Year and received the
2009 B.C. Historical Federation Certificate of Merit.  Pixie was
also the Writing Competition Chair (Lt. Governor’s Medal) for a
number of years.

Pixie will be missed but always fondly remembered for her
dedication for the preservation and promotion of B.C.’s history. 

Are you looking for the opportunity to advertise surplus items from
your personal or Society collections?  Searching for items to add
to your collection? Promoting upcoming special events?
Searching names for genealogical research?  Or a host of other
needs?  The History Bulletin Board will be a feature on this page
in upcoming issues.   $5.00 for 25 words - see the attached  form.

An opportunity for members societies and individual members
who have  books for sale.  The Book Store will be developed and
featured on our website bchistory.ca with books for sale, showing
a jpg of the cover, a 25 word description with price and mailing
costs.  Payment will be direct through the BCHF Paypal Account.

Seller is advised of book sold, name and address of purchaser
and you mail out another sold book.  Simple!  An opportunity to
sell off that box of books in your office or storage locker - see the
attached form for complete details.

President Ron
G r e e n e
presenting a
Certificate of
Recognition to
Loretta and Tom
Greenough of
t h e  N o r t h
S h u s w a p
H i s t o r i c a l
Society for their
many contributions to history in the North  Shuswap Community.

P r e s i d e n t  R o n
Greene presenting
Certificate for the
Newsletter Award to
the Hudson’s Hope
Historical Soc. -
accepting the award
Rosaleen Boardman
a t  t h e  M a y
C o n f e r e n c e  i n
Vancouver.

The Annual Newsletter Award                                                 
Now is the time to start thinking about entering the BCHF
Newsletter Award contest.  Winner receives an Award Certificate
and $250.00    Full details are available on our website
www.bchistory.ca   - Awards  - Merit

             
             
             
             
             
  

    7

   Welcome to our new members
Bralorne Pioneer Museum Society
Clayburn Village Community Society 
W. Maggiora (Victoria)   M. Roberts (Vanc’r)
A. Pedersen (Richmond) Y. Sakaki (Richmond)

The Federation now has 195 memberships

representing 25,705 individu al mem bers

mailto:subscriptions@bchistory.ca
http://www.bchistory.ca
http://www.bchistory.ca


      The History
    Bulletin Board

The British Columbia Historical Federation Newsletter
is published the first of March, June, September and
December and is circulated to our 196 members who
represent 25,875 individual members.  It is also mailed
to the major libraries and universities in B.C.

A limited number of advertisements can be posted for
each issue.  Cost for members is $5.00 for up to 25 words plus 15 cents for each additional word. 
Maximum 50 words per ad.

This is an excellent opportunity for  - museums and archives to solicit specific materials, photos and
information and to promote the sale of surplus materials, equipment, collectibles, etc. - individual
collectors to advertise for special items for their collection or to sell surplus pieces or materials  -
groups, societies or individuals to promote an upcoming major event.

PLEASE   PRINT CLEARLY                  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Please place the following ad in the BCHF Newletter   9 March 9June 9September 9December

  25 words +

  

25 WORD AD                       $5.00 Name         . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .

...... words @ .15 per word    .......... Address     . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .

            SUB TOTAL $ ........... City            . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .

Times no. of issues               X ........ Postal Code       . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ..

  TOTAL DUE $ ............. Email          . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .

Enclosed is payment of $  . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . payable to BC Historical Federation

BC Historical Federation email    newsletter@bchistory.ca
10991 No. 1 Road - Box 36105 phone   604-277-2627   Ron
Richmond, B.C.   V7E 1S0



  The Book Store 

A great opportunity to advertise and see books about the
Province’s  history, town sites or  topical histories  in and
around British Columbia.

BCHF Member Societies and Individual Members who have
published books on B.C.history can take advantage of a much
larger market and have their book(s) listed for sale in the Book
Store on the Federation’s website

Prospective purchasers can view the various titles available and purchase and pay through the Federation’s Paypal
account.  Cost to the seller is a $1.00 per book  plus the small Paypal charge, usually under $1.00.

At the time of a sale, the seller is emailed by the Federation advising Title, Sale price and Postage and Handling and
the Name and Address of the Purchaser. The seller mails directly to the purchaser unless prior arrangements have been
made for a mailing service.  The Federation will issue a statement of all transactions and a cheque for the net proceeds
every three months.

For further information and listing, contact sales@bchistory.ca.  If you are not a BCHF member, contact the email
address to find out how to participate.    NOW IS THE TIME to retrieve that box of unsold books and share with the
worldwide audience on the Federation’s website.

Please post the following book in the BC Historical Federation’s Book Store: PLEASE PRINT

Title of book
   
Author/
publisher
                              

No. of pages      
    Hard cover   G       Soft cover     G   No. Copies available    

Sale Price                      Postage & handling
                                             

Brief description of book’s contents MAX. 25 WORDS                 Cover picture or jpg   ...............................................

. ......................................................................................................................................................................................

. ......................................................................................................................................................................................

. ......................................................................................................................................................................................

. ......................................................................................................................................................................................

                                                                          
BCHF Member   ............................................................................................................................................................

Address              ............................................................................................................................................................

Contact person ...............................................................................................................................................................

Phone No. ..................................................................   Email address .........................................................................

Date ..................................................................................

EMAIL TO:   sales@bchistory.ca         OR MAIL TO:  BCHF  - 10991 No. 1 Road - Box 36105
        Richmond, BC   V7E 1S0

mailto:salels@bchistory.ca.
mailto:sales@bchistory.ca


enjoy of mind

Johnson values the BC Historical Federation. For each for each qualifying member not 
already insured with Johnson who receives a home insurance quote, Johnson Inc. 
will donate $10 to the BC Historical Federation.

MEDOC® Travel Insurance

1.866.606.3362

• Emergency Medical Coverage

• Annual Plans Available

• Trip Cancellation / Interruption 
 Insurance

Home Insurance

1.800.563.0677
(Provide Group ID Code: KG)

• 24-hour Service

• Identity Theft Coverage

• Home Insurance Discount for 
  MEDOC® Policyholders 

Home insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Discount may be available if 
policyholder has MEDOC® Travel Insurance. MEDOC® is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc.  MEDOC® is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and Royal & 
Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 
business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip.  A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC® Travel Insurance 
Policy. Certain conditions may apply. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. MVM.MAC.Aug09

www.johnson.ca/bchf

All year, you dream about the chance to get away. Johnson will help you get 
there and enjoy yourself. With MEDOC® Travel Insurance you’ll worry less no 
matter where you go. Plus, we offer exceptional home insurance products and 
services. Contact us today for a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 
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