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From the President’s desk
Elections are coming up shortly.  Under the bylaws adopted
in Nelson Nominations for Directors may be submitted in
writing or email by Member Societies and be received by
the Nominating Committee at least 30 days prior to the
AGM.  All nominations must be accompanied by an
acceptance by the nominee and a brief biography of the
nominee.  The President shall appoint a Nominating
Committee at least 45 days before the AGM

I have appointed past president Pat Roy as Chair of the
Nominating Committee.  If any member society wishes to
make a nomination, please see that it gets to her by April
6th, 2010 either by email to proy@uvic.ca or to the
Federation PO Box 5254, Station B, Victoria, BC V8R 6N4

Canada Post has stepped out of the postal subsidy
business.  In future there will be the Canada Periodical
Fund, handled by the Canadian Heritage Dept. of the
Federal Government.  They have set a minimum number of
copies which is above our current subscription level.  To
continue receiving the subsidy we need to increase our
number of subscriptions.  If your society has been thinking
about obtaining more subscriptions to earn the
administrative fee we introduced last fall, do it now.

The Royal B.C. Museum has unveiled plans for a massive
expansion and improvement to the museum, replacing both
the Fannin (curatorial) Tower and the B.C. Archives. 
Constructed in 1967 as a Centennial Project, the building
requires significant upgrades as well as restoration of the
cuts from the museum’s operating budget.

The BCHF Conference hosted by the Vancouver Historical
Society offers many different transportation themed tours
and an excellent afternoon presentation of the History of
Vancouver and Transportation by Henry Ewert & Professor
Bob MacDonald.  Early bird registration deadline is March
15th if you want a chance to win one of 8 early bird draw
prizes of a private harbour tour courtesy Metro Port
Vancouver. 

Other highlights of the Conference include two interesting
work shops, Family History in British Columbia and
Community History Outreach: becoming a vital part of
Everyday Life, Rick Antonson, CEO and President of
Tourism Vancouver is the guest speaker at the Opening
Reception and Tiller’s Folly is the Banquet entertainment.
Relax in the 17th floor hospitality suite courtesy of Johnson
Inc. Insurance.  I look forward to seeing you there.

                                       Ron Greene
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Rare cedar canoe being carved behind

Government House.
Inside a nondescript garage behind Government House,
Lieutenant-Governor Steven Point is carving out a small piece of
B.C. history from an ancient piece of red cedar, into a four metre
long handmade river canoe.  Plans are to launch the canoe then
donate it to a B.C. museum as a rare example of an often
overlooked type of First Nations canoe..

Lt.-Gov. Point found the old block of cedar while walking on Ross
Bay beach last November and it looked like someone had already
tried to carve it.  His brother, an experienced carver, estimates
the wood at between 500 and 800 years old.

B.C.’s first aboriginal lieutenant-governor, said he thinks he
discovered the log for a reason.  “What I believe is that you’re
guided, and when things come in and out of your life you should
pay attention, because something good could happen”,  he said.
“This log has drifted into my life.  I decided to finish the canoe
from that carver, whoever he was.”

The log was hauled to a garage behind Government House
where Point used to park his truck.  Having never carved a canoe
before, he  began chipping away during the evenings.  One of the
Government House staff suggested he show the work to
celebrated First Nations carver Tony Hunt Sr. whose totem poles
are known throughout the world.

Hunt volunteered to mentor Point on the unique project as there
are few examples of inland river hunting canoes on public display.
Most canoes in B.C. museums were used on the ocean.

The canoe bears the shovel nose, eyes, scales and a tail of the
legendary monster Slahkum in Chilliwack’s Cultus Lake and the
sides are engraved with the crest of Point’s father.

Point chose to name the canoe Shxwtitostel, which means “safe
place to cross the river.”  as it represents the idea of a safe place
for reconciliation between peoples. 
From an article by Rob Shaw in the Times Colonist.  Photo by Bruce
Sto tesbury o f the  Tim es Co lon ist, vic toria , B.C ..
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Congratulations to Ron Greene who was chosen by the
Faculty of Humanities as a Distinguished Alumni and
honoured as one of the ten outstanding members of the
UVic alumni community.  The Uvic Distinguished Alumni
Night was held February 3, 2010 at the University Club in
Victoria.

Richmond Museum presents From Far &Wide the Eppich Collection
A new exhibition of cultural and faith-based artifacts, collected
from various countries around the world, opened February 11th.
The exhibit showcases, for the first time, a selection of over 400
cultural artifacts donated to the City of Richmond’s Museum by
local entrepreneur, Helmut Eppich.  The pieces range from life-
sized stone Indian goddesses to Serbian religious iconography to
ceramic vessels from Asian, South America and Europe.

“The cultural diversity of the general workforce in Richmond, with
its immigration from around the world is a significant story in the
city’s history” explained Mayor Malcolm Brodie.  “The Eppich

brothers have honoured that history
by establishing strong multicultural
corporate values at Ebco and by
collecting cultural artifacts to
reinforce those values.”

Helmut and Hugo Eppich, two of
Richmond’s notable industrial
pioneers, co-founded The Richmond
based Ebco Group of Companies
with a small tool and dye shop called
E b c o  in to  a  wo r ld -c las s
manufacturing group of companies.
In recognition of Ebco’s culturally
diverse workforce representing over

80 nationalities, Helmut Eppich established a corporate collection
exemplifying the company’s corporate values in honouring the
cultural origins of their workers.  In 1990 Ebco Industries Ltd. won
the federal Minister’s Award for Excellence in Race Relations.
That same year the Eppich brothers were named BC Business’
Entrepreneurs of the Year.    

The exhibit is a small part of the total collection and is the largest
and most sophisticated exhibit mounted by the Museum.  The
exhibit runs until October 17, 2010 and is just two blocks from the
Canada Line station if you wish to take it in during the Vancouver
Conference.

Welcome to our new members
BC Retired Teachers Association - Heritage Committee
Forest History Association of B.C.
Affiliated members
Billys Museum  - Simoom Sound
Gold Trail Nugget News  - Barkerville
Mother Tongue Publishing  - Salt Spring Island
Associate members
Dr. A. Cook  - Fife Scotland
A.Douglas  - Richmond
P. Gaudry  - Lasquiti Island
T. Groot  - Smithers
J. Kanakos  - Delta
A. Motherwell - Quesnel
F. Roback  - Gray Creek

The Federation now has 178 memberships representing 
21,762 individual members.

Arrow Lakes Historical Society plans to

establish a Cultural Learning Centre

The Arrow Lakes Historical Society hopes to add a two-storey
addition to the Centennial building and co-locate with the Library
and Museum to establish a cultural learning centre.  The historical
archives would occupy the top floor while storage for the
Archives, Museum and Library would encompass the lower
portion.  The plans call for a small workshop for the Museum and
would increase meeting and display space for all three
organizations.  The building would be wheelchair accessible
making it available for all members of the community..
The light portion on the left is the proposed addition.

The Society has received promises of assistance towards the
costs for the addition and are working on obtaining a federal grant
for the construction.  A feasibility study and business plan is now
in progress.  The ALHS presently lease space in the BC Hydro
building but would like a permanent climate controlled space and
make their large collection more accessible to the community.
For further information, contact Rosemarie Parent 250-265-3323.

Coming events around the province.
March 13  -Marpole Museum & Historical Society Spring Tea
with guest speaker John Sprung from Fraser Valley Heritage
Railway. St. Augustine’s Church Hall, 8680 Hudson St. Van. 1:30
- 3:30pm  $5.00 per person
March 20 - Western Canada’s oldest underwater heritage event -
the Shipwrecks 2010 Conference is being held at the Maritime
Museum of BC in Victoria Sat. Mar. 20 9 - 4:30 - $35  .   For info
or tickets www.uasbc.com  or phone at 250-743-4495  
March 28  - The BC Genealogical Society & the Jewish
Genealogical Institute present Stephen Morse, Researcher,
Lecturer & webmaster.  Jewish Community Center - 950 W 41st

Ave Van. 1:30 - 4 pm $7.50 for BCGS  $10.00 for non members.
For info Eunice@dccnet.com    or   www.bcgs.ca
May 4  - The Canadian Navy celebrates its 100th anniversary and
Navy Day in Victoria will see “The Homecoming Statue” unveiled
followed by a BBQ in Spirit Square.  Info www.navy.forces.gc.ca
May 8 - 9  - London Heritage Farm Mother’s Day Tea & Plant
sale.  Tea is served in the 1890's farmhouse tearoom with tea,
scone & jam and three desserts for $8.50 pp.  A wide assortment
of bedding plants, vegetables herbs, bushes and hanging baskets
will be available.

Heritage tourism in action - Richmond heritage sites
shared the Olympic spotlight.  The Gulf of Georgia Cannery,
Britannia Heritage Shipyard and London Heritage Farm became
partners with Tourism Richmond and the City of Richmond
opening their sites early this year and were open seven days a
week from Feb. 8th thru the 28th to attract visitors to the Olymics
from around the world.   The sites enjoyed unprecedented
promotion and exposure with their special efforts and partnering
with the City of Richmond and Tourism Richmond.  Heritage
tourism is one of the fastest growing attractions in B.C.    2.
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The Chung Collection now at UBC
The exciting Chung Collection is now displayed at the Irving K.
Barber Learning Centre at UBC and tells the story of the Chinese
vanguard in B.C. who came seeking gold in the 1880's and the
thousands who helped build the Canadian Pacific Railroad
through the interior and Fraser Canyon.

An interesting glimpse into history are copies of the phrase books
for Chinese laborers in B.C. mines and working on the railroad.
In alternating lines of Chinese characters and English
translations, the workers had a pocket reference guide for
navigating their new land workplaces.   These included Where is
the dynamite and fuses?    Where is the sledgehammer?   Who
is the tallest one?  - He is the President of the Company.

The collection of keepsakes, especially those collected from the
Canadian Pacific Railways and Steamships are reminders that
people and trade to and from Asia have been flowing for more
than 100 years.  At the heart of the collection is a tribute to
Canadian Pacific’s once grand fleet of luxury liners that carried
goods and people across the Pacific, linking Vancouver to Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Yokahama and Nagasaki until the start of the
second world war.

Chung’s mother arrived in Canada in 1919 aboard the CP
Steamship Empress of Asia and for many years there was a
poster of it hanging in his father’s Chinatown tailor shop in
Victoria.  This inspired him to painstaking spend 4,000 hours over
6 years to restore a model of the ship.

   Dr. Wallace Chung and the model of the Empress of Asia

Another display recognizes Canadian Pacific’s first ocean-going
ship.  In 1886, just weeks after the first trans-Canada train arrived
in Port Moody from Montreal, the W.B. Flint arrived from
Yokohama with more than one million pounds of tea.  This was
immediately transferred from ship to train for destinations in
Eastern Canada, the United States and Europe.  This began a
large and profitable ocean trade for the Canadian Pacific Railroad
Company.

Two years ago Dr.
Wallace Chung and
his wife Madeline,
moved their collection
of 25,000 items which
included documents,
rare books, maps,
posters and other
artifacts recording
e a r l y  C h i n e s e
immigration to British
Columbia, to this

permanent location at UBC which is open to the public.
From an article in the Feb. 15, 2010 Vancouver Sun
by Joanne Lee-Young with photographs by Ian Smith.

Thanks to John Atkins, the outgoing Editor
for BC History
The BC Historical Federation Council and
the Publications Committee announce that
John Atkin is retiring as editor of British
Columbia History. We thank him for his
contribution and wish him well in his future
projects. We will be saying a formal farewell
to John at the Vancouver 2010 conference.
 

New Editor for British Columbia History
The BC Historical Federation Council and the Publicastions
Committee are pleased to announce Andrea Lister as the new
editor or British Columbia History.    She brings to the job a B.A.
in History from UBC complemented by a Certificate in Technical
Communications from SFU.  Andrea
worked for many years as the
Communications Manager for a national
software and services firm before
returning to the world of history.  She has
just completed the layout and design for
the book Seams and Dreams: A History
of Plowing in the Fraser Valley by David
B. Reid to be published in March 2010.

Andrea has worked on publications, on
web sites, in museums and in retail.  She
is already involved assisting Barrie
Sandford, the guest editor, in preparation of the special
transportation issue Vol 43:1 March 2010.  If you wish to contact
Andrea about British Columbia History, you can contact her at
bcheditor@bchistory.ca

K. Jane Watt, incoming Book Review Editor
Jane received her PhD from the University of Alberta in 1997.
Since then she has taught, done freelance work and raised her
family.   She is presently working on a book about agriculture in
the HBC era in the fraser Valley, a pursuit that depended on
strong connections across the many cultures that participated in
the labour of farming.

She has a work in press in
the Early Canadian
Women Writers Series
p u b l i s h e d  b y
Borealis/Tecumseh in
Ottawa scheduled to
appear in spring 2010.
Jane was the recipient of
the BCHF’s Lieutenant
Governor’s Medal for
Historical Writing for 2006
for her book High Water: Living With the Fraser Floods.  She has
also written Milk Stories: A History of the Dairy Industry in British
Columbia 1827-2000 (2000), contributed to the Encyclopedia of
Literature in Canada (2002) and the BC Encyclopedia (2000).
Her work on the 1900 - 1901 diary of Langley teacher Phoebe
Fulton was included in The Small Details of Life: 20 Diaries by
Women in Canada, 1830-1996 published by the University of
Toronto Press in 2002.
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Heritage Conservation Training Program
The College of New Caledonia, in partnership with two provincial
ministries and local heritage sites, Barkerville and Cottonwood
House, presented Heritage Building Certificates to 18 students.

The program, the first of its kind in the Western Hemisphere,
focuses on both an employment component for displaced forestry
workers and training in the fundamental knowledge, skills and
attitudes necessary to perform interventions or maintenance in a
manner compatible with the standards and guidelines for the
conservation of historic buildings and places.

After a sustainability study on 10
heritage sites, there was an
opportunity to connect local
community colleges with many of
these historic sites.  The next step
was to design the curriculum with
expert advice from the many
sectors.

In addition to the standards, codes,
working on the root cellar   regulations and acts regarding 
at Cottonwood House         conservation, students also learned
how to record, survey, inspect and keep accurate records of
heritage structures; construction calculations and estimates;
sourcing materials, tools, equipment for a restoration project;
managing a job site; and other relevant skills.  Students
experienced a combination of hands-on learning with classroom
and computer work.

Many of the students came from the resource industry in fairly
repetitive jobs and part of the program helped the students
recognize that even at this stage of life, you can learn new skills
and with support, be marketable to a new sector.  Students
ranged in age from 27 - 57.
edited from an article in Quesnel Cariboo Observer Feb.5.2010

Seedy Sunday Community Program
The Doukhobor Discovery Centre presented a novel and exciting
program in their community called Seedy Sunday which offered

the opportunity for those interested to exchange
heritage seeds or to sell them to other collectors
and gardeners.

The seed exchange and sale was
followed by a workshop which
focused on seed selection, avoiding
cross pollination, preserving the

gene pool and other vital information concerning
the ever expanding human consciousness in soil
improvement and food sustainability.  The event
was held February 21st giving gardeners
information and seeds now for early greenhouse
planting.

The History Education Network
has awarded a Small Projects Grant to the Richmond Museum
and Heritage Services for its Richmond Delta Regional Heritage
Fair 2010 to help fund the creation of student workshops that will
engage students in developing their skills of historical inquiry.

Check out the THEN/HiER website for more information and
application form    at www.thenhier.ca    and look at the Small
Projects Grants Program with links to the forms.  
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
The Canada Post mailing subsidy for our BC History magazine
has been replaced with a new Canada Periodical Fund
administered by the Dept. of Canadian Heritage.  The previous
mailing subsidy has assisted the Federation to offer our magazine
at an attractive price.

The new Canada Periodical Fund has a few new requirements to
those in the old Canada Post grant.  The major requirement is to
have a minimum of 5,000 paid copies per year (1250 x 4 issues)
Our subscription totals are short 53 subscriptions to meet these
new minimal requirements.

Our Member Societies can help the
Publications Committee by promoting
subscriptions from your members.
Remember if the Society sends the
subscriptions in quantities, a $3
administration fee will be paid to the
Society quarterly.  Societies might
consider a subscription for their local
library, school library, seniors” home,
etc.  and label them Courtousy of
..........Society. which generates good
local publicity and could get you some
new members.

For individual subscribers - a subscription makes a great gift that
gives four times a year, for a friend or relative, local archives,
senior’s home, etc.  Send your subscriptions through your Society
for their bulk subscription plan and administrative fees.

Vancouver 2010 BCHF Conference
The Federation’s annual conference is being hosted by the
Vancouver Historical Society May 6 - 8, 2010.  An updated
registration form and information is now available on the
www.bchistory.ca  website

                                        North view from Plaza 500

New accommodation options are available with early booking
dates of April 5th and 15th.  The Plaza 500 Conference Hotel is
offering a 1 or 2 person Queen room at $129 per nite (P $20).
The VHS  has arranged rates of $125 at the Park Inn & Suites (P
$11.50) and the Holiday Inn Vancouver Centre (P $12-$14), both
on Broadway Ave close by at $125 per nite, the Manor Guest
House on 13th Avenue at $135 - $180 including full buffet
breakfast and Shaughnessy Village on 12th Avenue from $58.95 -
$99.95 (P $8.00).

Most have a charge for parking (P) ranging from $8.00 - $20 so
you might consider some carpooling from the suburbs to held
defray the parking costs.  Remember the accommodation rates
are by special arrangements with booking deadlines.  Ask for the
BCHF Conference Rates.

For additional information check out the websites 
www.bchistory.ca    or     www.vancouver-historical-society.ca  
or Barbara Coles   info@vancouver-historical-society.ca
                              Phone  604-878-9140                                4
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Adopt a Window 
The Ama Liisaos Heritage Trust Society’s innovative fund raising
for the restoration of the Church of the Holy Cross
is a campaign encouraging people to commemorate family
members.  The donation will ensure
each window is repaired and preserved
along with the frame, decorative
woodwork and area around it.

The goal is to raise $30,000 through
the Adopt a Window Campaign.  There
are still many windows to be adopted -
including the 8 gothic-arch widows in the chapel, 4 smaller arches
in the towers, one triple pane window behind the altar, 6 of the
round “port hole” windows in the towers and the half rose transom
over the doors.

For additional information contact Agnes Giesbrecht at 604-832-
4236 or email amaliisaos@gmail.com 

Federal Government invests in
tourism infrastructure in Fort
Langley and Gulf of Georgia

Cannery National   Historic   Sites
Canada’s Economic Action Plan has set aside $374 million for
improvements in Canada’s national parks and historic sites as
tourism in British Columbia benefits from examples of the places
where our nation’s cultural heritage was formed.

Fort Langley National Historic Site will benefit from improved
commemorative integrity and visitor experience which include
repairs and upgrades to the structures, new interactive
interpretive displays, landscaping and reroofing of the Visitor
Centre with an estimated cost of $3,157,000.  

Richmond’s Gulf of Georgia Cannery will see interactive
interpretive displays improved to enhance the visitor experience
at an estimated cost of $55,000. 

It is encouraging to see the various levels of government
recognizing the importance of Heritage Tourism in British
Columbia.

Royal BC Museum planned major upgrade 
receives  government assistance
The governments of Canada and British Columbia announced
they are investing $6 million in joint funding for important building
upgrades to the Royal B.C. Museum. 

$1.8 million in federal funding under the Canada Cultural Spaces
Fund and $4.2 million in provincial funding for capital projects.
The joint investment will support building infrastructure updates
to help preserve the museum collections and improve the
building.

The Museum building was constructed in 1967 as a Centennial
project and requires significant upgrades to the electrical system
and the heating and cooling systems.  “This financial support from
the governments of Canada and British Columbia allow us to
continue with the ongoing rejuvenation of our aging exhibits
buildings” said Pauline Raffert, CEO of the Royal B.C. Museum.

The BCHF Newsletter is published quarterly.
 Editor           Ron Hyde     newsletter@bchistory.ca
 Co-Editor      Ron Welwood   webeditor@bchistory.ca. 

To get your own  copy of the Newsletter mailed to you for 4
issues,  send  $5 cheque payable  to BCHF and mail to:

     Newsletter c/o Ron Hyde
10991 No. 1 Road  - Box 36105 -  Richmond, B.C.  V7E 1S0

BCHF now has a locker for archives & back
issues of BC History.
The British Columbia Historical Federation now has a secure site and
climate controlled storage locker in Surrey. The locker is for storage
of back issues of British Columbia History and BCHF archival material.
Anyone holding BCHF files should arrange to deposit their files in the
locker. Contact Alice Marwood at 604-582-1548 or
amarwood@shaw.ca to arrange a time to deposit their files. A big
thank you to Barbara and Ken Hynek for setting up the shelving in the
storage locker we couldn’t have done it without them and a super big
thank you to Alice Marwood for researching and arranging the rental
of the storage space.

Dal Richards - Vancouver’s Favorite Bandleader
A youthful looking 91 year old Dal Richards, has played 75 New Years
Eve events and shows no signs of slowing down.  Playing the clarinet
and saxophone with the Kitsilano Boys Band under Arthur Delamont,
sharing first prize with the Band at the Chicago World’s Far in 1933,
coupled with the joy of having watched vaudeville acts at the
Pantages Theatre convinced him to make a career in music.

I was a slow start playing at golf clubs, CJOR Radio and between
shows at the Orpheum.  He got his big break when a temporary stint
at the Hotel Vancouver’s Panorama Roof in 1940 turned into a 25-

year run.  In 1950
he brought in a new
singer, Lorraine
McCallister, who
became his for over
three decades.

Over the years, Dal
associated with
d o z e n s  o f
entertainers who
a p p e a r e d a nd
r e a p p e a r e d
throughout his life.
For example, in the
1 9 3 0 ' s  h e
a u d i t i o ne d  an
ambitious young

West Ender, Peggy Middleton, who later went off to Hollywood and
changed her name to  Yvonne DeCarlo.  Some years later, when the
successful actress returned with Howard Hughes in tow to the
Panorama Roof, Dal joined them for drinks.  Many more stories can be
found in his recently released book One More Time!  The Dal
Richards Story.  As expected, it is already on the B.C. best seller’s list.

Thanks to an article by Bruce Watson in the Vancouver Historical
Society’s Newsletter about Dal Richard’s as their Guest Speaker.
Photo by Alan Sung.

                                                                                   .5                   
                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                  
                                                      5.
                                                                                   
                                                   5.
                                                                                   
                                                           5.

mailto:amaliisaos@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@bchistory.ca
mailto:webeditor@bchistory.ca.
mailto:amarwood@shaw.ca


A call for articles
British Columbia History publishes feature-length articles as well
as documentary selections, essays, pictorial essays, memoirs,
and reviews relating to the social, economic, political, intellectual
and cultural history of British Columbia.

The Publications Committee and the editor of British Columbia
History Magazine invite submissions from authors at any stage of
their career, from B.C. and beyond, to explore any aspect or
period of British Columbia History.

To submit an article�  word count 3000 to 5000� electronic version, with file             
extension (either .doc or .rtf)� endnotes must follow Chicago       
Manual of Style, do not insert       
notes in text� illustrations provided with article    
   submissions welcomed� permission to publish photographs
     and artwork from archives and    
other repositories is the               
responsibility of the contributor,       
and citations and copies of permissions (or assurance of           
permission) must be included with the submission� a two-three sentence biographical note about the author.

The BCHF maintains copyright in author’s articles for onetime use
only, after which the rights revert to the authors.  However, the
BCHF reserves the right to digitize the article as it appears in
British Columbia History, and to reprint it in a future publication.
The author may receive one complimentary copy.

To view complete submission guidelines, visit
http://bchistory.ca/publications/journal/index.html or direct
enquiries to 
Andrea Lister, Editor
211 - 11870 - 232nd Street, Maple Ridge, BC   V2X 6S9
Ph.  604-809-3603       bceditor@bchistory.caA Tale from a Deserted Cabin
Little remains of this cabin now, but in May 1966, it stood upright
but empty, a remnant of a period in the Cariboo when the Bullion
Mine, at Likely, was operating it’s huge placer gold development.

Many starting ranchers placer mined to augment their income
from the cattle; many also trapped in the winter as a further
supplement.

The cabin belonged to John and A.P. (Sandy) McInnis, whose
farm and cattle ranch was on lower Beedy Creek, where the
Likely Road crosses the creek.  The family also owned land near
the former Marguerite ferry on the Fraser River.  The brothers
were born in Barkerville but grew up at the stopping house the
parents ran on former HBC land near Fort Alexandria.  The
brothers raised dairy cattle on Beedy Creek, but when John left,
Sandy continued on and added beef cattle to the herd.  Sandy
built up his small herd on a string of meadows south of the ranch
house and a bush trail connected them all.

While hunting in the area in 1966, my wife and I found the cabin
and in the attic were boxes of personal papers, letters and
journals - some badly damaged by rain through the deteriorating
spruce shingles and by squirrels and mice.

Sandy had freighted for the Bullion Mine but a few pages
described a trip to the CPR at Ashcroft for supplies with his team
and wagon - about 380 kms one way.  Hardship overtook him and
he returned only with a horse.

Other papers show that he squired a local teacher but her family
did not approve as evidenced by letters edged in black (a

customary way of indicating bad news).  A letter from a Victoria
lawyer, on behalf of the family, backed this up.  Times were tough
and Sandy retired, transferring his land to Williams Lake pioneer
Will Crosina (who previously worked on the Panama Canal), then
storing his papers in the cabin he left, never to return.

Ma Murray, of Lillooet fame, encouraged Sandy to publish his
memoirs.  He wrote two memoirs but only one was printed.  I
believe the remains of the second were left in the cabin.  Most of
the contents are in the Williams Lake archives which were
collected by a local ranch family who discovered the cabin in their
“back 40".

We often forget how hard it was for pioneers to survive when the
only source of help lay in themselves.

Photo and story by Andy Motherwell .  Quesnel Library - “Tribute
to the Past” for more detail.     Andy writes historical stories for the
Quesnel Observer newspaper and is an Associate Member of the
BCHF..

China’s Terracotta Army to conquer 
Victoria in 2011
China’s famed Terracotta Army will march into the Royal BC
Museum in Victoria next year as part of a four-museum Canadian
tour that begins this summer in Toronto.

The Royal BC Museum takes great
pride in being chosen by the
Government of China as one of the
presenting museums for this
important Canadian tour says
Pauline Rafferty who was in China
recently to meet with Chinese
museum officials.
                                                                                    
The story of China’s First Emperor
and his Terracotta Army is one of the
most captivating in human history.
The phenomenal exhibition will give
visitors a rare opportunity to learn
about China’s rich cultural legacy and this remarkable
archaeological discovery.                                          6.
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Discovered in 1974 in China’s northern Shaanxi province, the
elaborate underground tomb complex of China’s First Emperor is
one of the most significant archaeological finds o the 20th century.
So far, thousands of life-sized terracotta sculptures of Chinese
figures and related items - created during the Quin Dynasty,
2,200 years ago - have been unearthed at the site.

The Canadian touring exhibition
features more than 300 of these
artifacts - including 18 life-sized
characters (armoured generals, foot
soldiers, a chariot drive, archers,
bureaucrats and servants); bronze
and clay animals; gold chariot
fittings; jade pendants and ritual
vessels.  It is the largest Terracotta
Army collection ever to be seen in
North America; many of the items
have never been outside China.

“The benefits of presenting this
exhibition are enormous for British
Columbia” say Kevin Kreuger,

Minister of Tourism, Culture and Arts.  “In addition to the cultural
value of bringing such a significant exhibition to B.C., we expect
it will provide a major economic boost for the Tourism Sector,
particularly in the off season”.

The Royal BC Museum exhibit is scheduled for late 2011 - early
2012.  Watch for an update in the September Newsletter.  This is
a wonderful example of Heritage Tourism and its benefits.
 

The French Connection in Early Fort Langley
French-Canadians played a big role in building and operating
early Fort Langley.  The National Historic Site is celebrating
stories about French-speaking pioneers like Etienne Brule�,
Augustin Willing and Ovide Allard are at the heart of the new
French-Canadian Winter Festival launched January 16th.

The almost mythical voyageurs are entwined with the earliest
days of Canada’s fur trade, paddling on journeys of exploration
with Simon Fraser and David Thompson as they trapped and
delivered furs to trading posts.

Of the original 25 man party that came north from Fort Vancouver
to build the fort, 15 had French-Canadian origins while two others
were likely Abenaki natives from Quebec.  The nature of a
voyageur’s work changed with development of the new fort at
Derby: it required more farming skills and involvement in the
fishery.

Lisa Peppan traces her roots directly to HBC employee Etienne
Pepin; originally from the Yamaska parish in Quebec, her great-
great-grandfather married Isabelle, a local Kwantlen woman.  He
was among the first to turn sod at the new fort in 1828, and later
became a blacksmith and remained in Fort Langley for 33 years.

When Etienne’s youngest son Simon left for Washington, he
changed the family surname to Peppan and the French
Canadian/Kwantlen connection was buried within the family -
likely because of the stigma around “country” marriages and
racist attitudes toward the aboriginal people.

“For the first 12 years of my life, that’s how my father raised us”
said Lisa.  .  “He was the great-grandson of Etienne Pepin”.  After
researching the Pepin connection, she launched the Children of
Fort Langley website to share information with other
descendants.

Lisa often visits the NHS from her home in Shoreline,
Washington and revels in her role as re-enactor: “I discovered
a delightful hobby: Living History.  Where else can adults dress
in funny clothes and pretend to be someone they aren’t.  My
favorite persona is a fictitious eldest daughter of Etienne Pepin”.

Lots of stories and songs were
enjoyed during the January
French-Canadian Winter Festival,
including workshops on playing
the spoons.
Condensed from an article in The
Fort Newspaper , a local non-
profit newspaper by writer and
CBC host Mark Forsythe that
focuses on Fort Langley and NHS
history.

Sins of the City: Back for the Olympics
 was the focus of the Sins of the City Walking Tour offered by
the Vancouver Police Museum.  Back for a special 2010 Games
Run, the two-hour guided “naughty little walking tour” took
participants through the oldest parts of Vancouver - Japantown -
Chinatown and Gastown – explored the early history of the city’s
sex and drug trades, alcohol laws and much more.

“For all the talk today about turning Vancouver into a
respectable host city, we have a long history of barely-restrained
behavior” says Chris Matheson, Executive Director at the
Vancouver Police Museum> “This was a city built on a
foundation of vice - ‘Gassy Jack’ Deighton and ‘Portuguese Joe’
Silvey were selling booze and running cock fights before the
place even had a name.

“Much time was spent trying to
present a polished view of our city
to the world”’ continued Matheson
“but our roguish side is just as
compelling, and it seems people
are keen to learn about those
naughty bits.

Covering ten city blocks, the tour
highlights some of the many
brothels, opium dens, gambling
houses and bootlegging joints that once called this city home.
Also presented are some of the many fascinating characters -
on both sides of the law - that battled for the heart and soul of
Vancouver.

In the middle of all this history sits the Vancouver Police
Museum, which has see significant growth in the last five years -
from 3500 visitors to over 21,000 in 2009.  “Programs like the
‘Sins’ walking tour have helped significantly to raise the profile
of the museum” says Matheson.  “People are starting to realize
that our museum is housed in an amazing building and we have
countless compelling stories to tell.”

This would make an interesting visit the next time you are in
Vancouver.   Full information is on their website
www.vancouverpolicemuseum.ca  Or phone 604-665-3346

The museum is located at 240 East Cordova Street in
Vancouver.
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enjoy of mind

Johnson values the BC Historical Federation. For each for each qualifying member not 
already insured with Johnson who receives a home insurance quote, Johnson Inc. 
will donate $10 to the BC Historical Federation.

MEDOC® Travel Insurance

1.866.606.3362

• Emergency Medical Coverage
• Annual Plans Available
• Trip Cancellation / Interruption 
 Insurance

Home Insurance

1.800.563.0677
(Provide Group ID Code: KG)

• 24-hour Service
• Identity !eft Coverage
• Home Insurance Discount for 
  MEDOC® Policyholders 

Home insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Discount may be available if 
policyholder has MEDOC® Travel Insurance. MEDOC® is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc.  MEDOC® is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and Royal & 
Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 
business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip.  A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC® Travel Insurance 
Policy. Certain conditions may apply. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. MVM.MAC.Aug09

www.johnson.ca/bchf

All year, you dream about the chance to get away. Johnson will help you get 
there and enjoy yourself. With MEDOC® Travel Insurance you’ll worry less no 
matter where you go. Plus, we o"er exceptional home insurance products and 
services. Contact us today for a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 
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