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The Royal BC Museum was named one of
Canada’s top 100 employers by the Publishers of
the Annual Guide to the best workplaces in the
country.  The Museum was also listed on the 2008
list.    Congratulations.
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This past autumn was extremely busy at Government
House.  Along with performing my constitutional
responsibilities as the Queen’s representative in British
Columbia, I hosted a number of annual award ceremonies,
dinners and receptions.  The most high profile of these
events was the visit of Their Royal Highnesses The Prince
of W ales and The Duchess of Cornwall.

Their Royal Highness’s visit to British Columbia was a
great success.  During their stay they were thoroughly
pleased with the warm and enthusiastic welcome they
received everywhere they went.  Their visit also served to
remind us of our long time connection with the monarchy,
both through our nation’s development and in the day-to-
day workings of our government and our Constitution.  The
concept of the Canadian Crown in the name of Her
Majesty, as represented by the Governor General and the
Lieutenant Governors, is fundamental to our system of
democracy.  W e have a clear division between the Crown,
acting as the non-partisan guardian of the system on behalf
of all citizens, and the elected representatives acting as
governm ent.  It is a governance system of which we can be
proud and it is our historic connection with the Queen as
our Head of State that embodies the stable and Canadian
character of our democracy.

As we enter the holiday season, let us be grateful for how
fortunate we are to live in Canada.  Millions of people
around the world would be thankful to live in our peaceful
and free society.  This time of year provides an opportunity
to gather with loved ones and rejoice in the warm spirit of
the season.  I encourage you to rejuvenate ourselves in the
company of those who are special to you and have a safe
and happy holiday season.

Becoming Canadian, a flag story
Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History has launched
Becoming Canadian, a flag story.  Marking the forty-fifth
anniversary of the National Flag in 2010, the exhibition looks at
Canada’s journey from colony to country by presenting a series
of flags Canadians have hoisted to proclaim their evolving
identity.  The exhibition opened with Canada’s long forgotten
flags of 1870, travels thru the many versions of the Canadian Red
Ensign, and pauses to tell the strange tale of how an overseas
editorial caused the Union Jack to fly over Parliament Hill and
schools for forty years.

The growing Canadian sense of self was mirrored in the role
played by the maple leaf on flags. ln 1870 it played a bit part,
from the 1890s through the 1960s, its importance grew as a
series of contenders vied for the national honour.  Finally in 1965,
the maple leaf dominated and Canadians said of their National 
flag: “That’s me!”

The exhibition marks a second anniversary: in 2010 the flag of
British Columbia turns fifty.  Adding to the national story,
Touchstones Nelson also tells the tale of political subterfuge that
in 1960 transformed a half-century-old hand waver into the flag
of the province. The exhibit runs from November 28, 2009 to
January 17, 2010.



Welcome to our new members
Friends of the British Columbia Archives    Victoria
Lytton Museum and Archives                            Lytton
Museum of Northern BC   Pr Rupert
Osoyoos Museum Society   Osoyoos
Shawnigan Lake Historical Society   Shawnigan Lake
The Friends of the Morden Mine    Nanaimo
The History Education Network/HiER    UBC
AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Cortes Island Museum & Archives Society
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
E. Hardacre   Richmond
E. Kay   Chase
F. Gosse   Richmond
P. Lewin   Creston
The BC Historical Federation has 170 memberships representing
over 13,000 members.

Kamloops Heritage Railway in search of...
The KHR operates two theme trains, the Ghost Train and The
Spirit of Christmas with a lot of
characters portrayed by volunteers.
The Society is in need of donations
of clothing, costume and period
clothing items such as� men’s jackets, suits, overcoats
hats, gloves, pants, shirts, etc� women’s jackets suits, dress
coats, dresses of all styles, shirts,  
skirts, hats, pants, gloves, etc.� miscellaneous costume jewelry,
men’s ties & ascots, cufflinks,    old
style brief cases/satchels, women’s purses, scarves, wraps

If you are cleaning out your closets, keep them in mind -
especially if you live in the North Okanagan area.  Items can be
dropped off at the ticket office.

BC Bookworld loses funding
Alan Twigg, of BC BookWorld, advised that they have received
news that their 22 year funding relationship with the Provinicial
government has been cancelled, leaving the most read
publication about books in Canada with a precarious lack of
operating cash.

Alan suggests that if you want BC
BookWorld to serve authors for another
22 years, become a supporter/subscriber
and keep them as a public institution who
serve 100,000 readers throughout the
province thru more than 900 outlets.

\For only $25 you can become a
supporter and enjoy receiving the BC
BookWorld at home. Send your cheque
to Pacific BookWorld News Society, 3516
W13th Ave Vancouver BC V6R 2S3 or
subscribe on their website at
www.abcbookworld.com.  If 1000

supporters sent in their $25 it would replace the loss of funding
and ensure the continuation of the free reference site for about
9000 BC authors. 

We invite you to ‘do it today’ as your $25 will get you the BC
BookWorld magazine and help Alan Twigg to continue to assist
our BC authors. 

THEN/HiER the history education network
The History Education Network/Histoire et Education en Reseau
(THEN/HiER) is the first pan-Canadian organization devoted to
promoting–and improving–history teaching and learning by
bringing together the multiple and varied constituencies involved
in history education: academic historians; public historians in
museum, archives and historic sites; practicing teachers;
researchers based in faculties of education; and curriculum policy
makers.

Our goal is to create more research-informed practice (from
kindergarten to graduate school) and more practice-informed
research through dialogue among these various communities.

THEN/HiER was conceived in 2005, but became firmly
established in April 2008, when it received funding from a Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council Strategic Knowledge
Clusters grant.  The Director is Penney Clark, Associate
Professor, University of British Columbia.

The Royal B.C. Museum exhibit celebrates
Coast Salish native w orks - artifacts and art
highlight thousands of years of culture
and includes bracelets made of mountain goat horn collected on
Capt. George Vancouver’s expedition in 1792, a massive modern
sculpture of First People’s faces by Musqueam artist Susan Point,
a full-length dress woven of red cedar by an Upper Skagit elder
and an immense wooden loom boasting carved life-sized humans
flanking a thunderbird.

These are just a few of 165 fascinating artifacts and artworks
highlighting thousands of years of Coast Salish culture in Canada
and the U.S. on display in a major new exhibit that runs until
March 8, 2010.

S’abadeb - The Gifts: Pacific Coast Salish Art and Artists
showcases sculpture, weaving, basketry, clothing, jewelry and
carvings, most of which have never been displayed in Canada
and come from as far as the Smithsonian Institution and the
British Museum.

This is the most comprehensive Coast Salish collection of which
Martha Black, the museum’s Curator of Ethnology knows of, and
includes pieces from private and public collections from across
North America and Britain.  A miniature pestle that may date to
1100 BC is likely the oldest artifact on display, the largest, a four
metre canoe, a battered black hat fragment found near Tacoma
that dates as far back as 1430 sits beside a modern verison
created by weaver Karen Reed.

The exhibit was organized by the Seattle Art Museum in
consultation with Coast Salish groups around the Pacific
Northwest, including 12 on Vancouver Island.  It cost $400,000 to
transport, mount and market in Victoria.
                                                                                          .2.
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Royal BC Museum exhibit cont’d
S’abadeb is the Luthootseed word meaning “gifts” and refers to
the sustained giving of time, resources and expertise that
features strongly in everyday Salish life and is explored in the
context of gifts of the Earth, ancestors, families, the spirit world
and artists, interwoven with multimedia presentations.

An interesting number of autumn events
celebrated our history.
The Vancouver Historical Society enjoyed an unique walking
tour of the Hotel Vancouver viewing some of the rooms and
collectibles not seen by the public.

The Royal Theatre in Barkerville presented a one nite staged
reading of “Risky Claims”, a brand new play about Barkerville
written by award winning playwright and director Peter Boychuk.
Set in Barkerville in 1867, Risky Claims tells the story of Cora
Mills, a plucky young woman who comes to Williams Creek,
disguised as a man, in order to liberate her sister from the
clutches of an evil Madame.  While in Barkerville, Cora catches
the eye of Jin Wei Lee, a handsome Chinese gold-seeker who
may be more than he appears.  A tale of romance, mystery and
adventure, Risky Claims is about the unbreakable bond between
two sisters, and the extraordinary lengths we go to for love.

Peter Boychuk wrote the play this summer while in Barkerville
directing three productions for Newman & Wright’s 2009 Theatre
Royal season - The Gold Rush Review, Firestorm and ‘Tis a
Grand Adventure.  Mr. Boychuk will return to Barkerville next
summer to direct the Theatre Royal’s 2010 season.

Britannia Heritage Shipyards in Richmond held a Tool Event
and Fundraiser.  This innovative fund raiser asked residents to
donate old tools no longer needed and those who have
downsized into a townhouse or apartment.  The Society has 11
boats on site, many of which need some love and attention, and
with the large number of apartments and townhomes in the area,
they hoped for lots of surplus tools.

Tools were dropped off during the week of the tool drive and the
following weekend saw a large sale of tools, with entertainment,
food and tours of the boatworks.  A very successful event with
the proceeds to be used for the purchase of supplies to repair the
boats.

North Vancouver Museum & Archives presented Let’s Talk
History!    and offered a series of guided tours for seniors and
community groups to visit their two new exhibits:

Perilous Crossing: Bridging the Second Narrows
Then and now: Revisiting Places Past

Staff and volunteers guided visitors through the displays and to
hear the visitors’ stories of earlier days.

Saving the Pennsylvania Hotel
The Vancouver Historical Society enjoyed a presentation by
Tom LaViolette of the Portland Society and Mitch Sakumoto of
Merrick Architecture who were introduced by Don Luxton who
referred to the project as being done under extremely difficult
circumstances.

Strikingly handsome with its “San Francisco” bay windows and
jaunty turret, the Pennsylvania, at 412 Carrall Street, opened in
1906 as one of  Vancouver’s most prestigious hotels, but neglect
and a changing neighborhood demographic reduced it to a sad
shell by the 1980's.

The hotel’s purchase price of
$1.6 million, plus a $3.6 million
development estimate was
assisted by Concord Pacific
who came to the rescue with
some of the top-up funds in
return for density trade offs.
The redevelopment was very
challenging with invasion of
walls with plant life, installation
of earthquake-resistant steel
b r a c i n g  a n d  c a r e f u l
r e f u rb i s h m en t  o f  t he
impressive stone archway
forming the main hotel
entrance.

Additional reminders of the Pennsylvania’s former glory remain in
the reproduced floor tile designs and the in-situ display of the
original elevator gear assembly.

Fortunate residents, supported clients of the Portland Society,
now occupy the 250 - 300 square foot units, most of which have
ensuite facilities.  Twelve of the 44 units are designated
‘enhanced accessibility’.

The Pennsylvania Hotel, resplendent with its new signage, a close
copy of the original, had a grand reopening in December 2008,
adding a touch of class to the neighborhood.

Edited from the article in the Vancouver Historical Society
Newsletter.

Heritage Tourism Community Planning Workshop
Is your community ready to explore
heritage tourism opportunities and take the
steps toward a coordinated heritage
tourism development strategy?  In a one-
day planning workshop, funded by Heritage
BC, local heritage sites and museums, heritage societies, First
Nations, tourism associations, tourism business owners and other
key stakeholders will learn how to pool their resources and efforts
to develop a heritage tourism vision for their community.

Participants will carry out an inventory and assessment of
potential heritage tourism events and experiences in the
community and devise an action plan for developing unique
products and integrated promotional strategies.

Contact Ursula Pfahler at ursula@podacomm.ca for further
information on the workshop.  For funding guidelines, visit the
Heritage BC website
 http://www.heritagebc.ca/education/hbc-workshop-program
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A reminder....2010 membership dues are nowdue.  If you can’t locate the membershiprenewal form see bchistory.ca - members 

The BCHF Newsletter is published quarterly.
Editor           Ron Hyde     newsletter@bchistory.ca

      Ron Welwood   webeditor@bchistory.ca. 

To get your own  copy of the Newsletter mailed to you for 4
issues,  send  $5 cheque payable  to BCHF and mail to:

     Newsletter c/o Ron Hyde
#20 - 12880 Railway Ave - Richmond, B.C.  V7E 6G2

The Doukhobor Discovery Centre
has completed its 38th season and is pleased to report its highest
attendance, sales and revenue to date.  Visitors attended from a
total of 73 different states, provinces and countries.

Two new signs have been erected
at the entrance to the Centre - one
announces the opening dates and
times and the other reads:
Welcome to Ootishenie, The Valley
of Consolations, Toil and Peaceful
Life.  The art work was contributed
by well known artist, George
Koochin.

The area was named Ootishenie by
Peter V. Verigin in 1908 in the belief that the Doukhobors would
find consolation in their new found home after the cancellation of
their homestead entries in Saskatchewan in 1906.

The Centre is currently preparing exhibits for the 2010 season
and continues with sales in the Village Gallery, most notably the
2010 calendar and the Psalmist Project.

White Rock Museum takes history into the future
The public now has easy access to White Rock Museum and
Archives collections, including historic photographs, artifacts and

newspapers, thanks to a new in-house
computer terminal that has direct access to
three museum databases, one of which is
a collection of 4,000 digitized photographs.
The majority dated from the early 20th

century up to the 60's and 70's, and can be
searched by date or keyword.  A brief
description is called up along with the
image.

The second database is of obituaries,
covering roughly 1955 to 1975.  Archives
manager Hugh Ellenwood said volunteers
sifted through the museum’s vintage
newspapers to complete the collection
which took about 5 years to catalogue the
20 year period.

The third database consists of digitized
editions of the Semiahmoo Sun - renamed
the White Rock Sun in 1957 - from 1940 to

1966 with close to 13,000 images being digitized which  also took
about 5 years.  Newspapers from 1956-66 are also available on
the museum website www.whiterock.museum.bc.ca 

The fourth element of the computer terminal is a virtual exhibit,
On to White Rock: A Building’s Journey Through Time.
Supported by the Virtual Museum of Canada, the exhibit - also
available on line - tells the story of the White Rock train station,
now the museum building at 14970 Marine Drive.  There is close
to 180 images of the station and the community through time,
including plans for the renovations and visions for the future of
the building.

The Federation is looking for a
book review editor  - are you
interested?
The responsibilities:� To receive and solicit books suitable for
review in BC History� To select appropriate reviewers and arrange for books to be   
 sent to them with information about length and deadlines� To edit submitted reviews for grammar, spelling, length and    
appropriateness� To submit reviews to the editor of BC History consisting of 3 to
   4 pages of copy per issue with about 500 words per review.
Duties:� The above activities generally fall into the following time frame:� The receipt of books and the soliciting, collecting and editing of
   reviews is an ongoing process� The reviews are sent to the editor approximately four times per
   year
For additional information contact Brenda Smith at
education@bchistory.ca    Phone 604-466-2636

Newsletter Award announced by the
Recognitions Committee.
Tony Cox, Chairman of the Recognitions Committee, advises that
the Federation is now offering an Award for the best Newsletter
published by a BCHF member  - the criteria is

$250 to the BCHF Member Society for the best Newsletter
published by them during 2009 that is interesting, newsy and
informative.  Submit by March 1,
2010.  Details on bchistory.ca

The Recognitions Committee
would like to remind members of
the Federation that nominations
for Certificates of Appreciation,
Merit and Recognition must be
submitted by the 1st of March
2010.

Members and member Societies have the opportunity to
nominate members or groups of members of BCHF Member
Societies or individuals from their community,  who have given
exceptional service to their organization or community.  Awarding
of up to three of these certificates each year is at the discretion
of the Recognitions Committee.
Nomination forms are available on www.bchistory.ca

For additional information contact Tony Cox at
recognition@bchistory.ca     Phone 604-921-9496
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Theatre Royal in Barkerville
Barkerville’s first Theatre Royal was built in 1868, soon after the
great fire that wiped out most of the town.  The Cariboo Amateur
Dramatic Association marks its beginning around 1865 when
community members like James Anderson, John Bowron, Emily
Pemberthey, Mars Catherine Parker, Joseph Hough, J.S.
Thompson and Florence Wilson formed a group to present music
and drama to the Williams Creek townsfolk.

They originally used a saloon as a venue, but when that burned
down in the September 1868 conflagration, they embarked on the
ambitious task of building a theatre for Williams Creek.  The
CADA partnered with a
newly formed Williams
Creek Fire Brigade and
erected a brand new,
two-storey building - with
a theatre on the top floor
and the fire brigade on
the bottom.  This worked
well for a few years, but
Barkerville had an
unusual problem.  Spring
      

Photo courtesy of Robin Sharpe
freshets often caused Williams Creek and its bulkhead to
overflow,  bringing torrents of water and gravel washing down the
main street.  The gravel gradually raised the level of the street
itself, and building and boardwalks had to be jacked up to keep
ahead of the rising valley floor.   

Apparently this was not done with the fire hall, and by 1876 the
building was half buried.  Joe St., Laurent was subsequently hired
to cut the building in half, put in new foundations and to build a
stairway to the second floor.  This semi-new building was used
until 1934 when, ironically, it was condemned by the Fire Marshall
and summarily demolished.  The Theatre Royal was rebuilt in
1937 as a community hall.  During recent years it was again
renovated and a new facade added to resemble the original fire-
hall/theatre building.

The raising of buildings in this manner may seem a little far
fetched - but several years ago a pit was dug on one side of the
current Theatre Royal building and at a depth of 10 feet the
foundations of the original building were found below - and
immediately below those foundations was a layer of ash from the
great fire of 1868.

Today’s Theatre Royal continues a tradition begun in Barkerville
in 1865 - a tradition of entertainment that Newman & Wright
Theatre Company are pleased to continue.                                
                                     
The Ghosts of Oakalla
Ronald Jack of Rungate Pictures recently completed a ten minute
documentary on the history of the
Oakalla Prison complex in
Burnaby.  A new three part series
entitled “The Ghosts of Oakalla”
will be shot in HD Video.  No
sharp imagery of the original (pre
WW2) Oakalla prison farm has
turned up.  The views used in the
first film were blurry copy prints
were subsequently deleted in the
editing process.

If any readers have material which could assist this project,
please contact Mr. Jack via email at runagate@rocketmail.com

The Publications Committee is still inviting articles about
transportation, especially in the areas of Horsefly, the
Peace River, Atlin, the Alaska Highway and the Hart
Highway.  If you have a story idea or wish further
information, please contact Brenda Smith at
education@bchistory.ca  or phone at 604-466-2636

ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW TO
ENSURE DELIVERY OF THIS SPECIAL
LIMITED EDITION 

A collector’s item is in the works!!

The BCHF’s Publications Committee is working on a very special
edition of BC History that covers the History of Transportation in
British Columbia.

Transportation Historian Barrie Sandford is the Guest Editor and
is reviewing some of the exciting stories and pictures submitted.
The many modes of transportation throughout B.C. will be
featured - wagon trains, paddle-wheeler, interurbans, trains, cable
ferries, buses, etc.

This exciting issue will probably be a sellout and if you wish to
ensure you get your copy and a copy for your friends and family,
send in your order now to guaranty delivery of your copies of this
exciting issue.

Please reserve me the History of Transportation issue

........copies of Vol. 43 No. 1 March 2010 celebrating The
History of Transportation in British Columbia

I enclose payment which includes shipping

..........  X $7.00 = $ ......................to addresses in Canada.  
 
............ X $8.50 = US $ ..................... to the United States

........... X $13.50 = US $ .....................International

MAIL TO:   .........................................................................

Address...............................................................................

............................................................................................
Postal 
Code................................ email .........................................

Mail to:   Alice Marwood, Subscription Secretary
211 - 14981 - 101A Avenue,  Surrey, BC   V3R 0T1    
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Early City Photos Digitized
The Dominion Photograph Company was founded in 1914-15 by
John Fawcett and Percy Bentley.  Described as one of the most
important photographic firms in
Vancouver, they specialized in
commercial/industrial photography
and portraiture.  The Vancouver
Public Library’s collection of
Dominion Photograph Company
photos presents an illuminating view
of Vancouver from the early 1910's
to the 1960's.

                                                    Dominion Theatre and Mutual 
                                                Film Co - 965 Granville St   1916

The earliest photographs (1914-1926) produced by the company
were made on glass plates.  Glass plate photographic negatives
require special handling and storage.  Although many of the glass
negatives in the VPL collection are in remarkably good condition
despite their age and fragility, best archival practices suggest that
they should be put in deep storage as a means of  preserving them

for future generations.  Digitizing the
plates provides worldwide access to
the scanned images, enabling the
library to make high-quality
reproductions on demand while at
the same time   allowing the library to
package the plates for long-term
storage in an optimum environment.

Office Staff - David Spencer Ltd.  - 1917

In 2008, the Vancouver Historical Society donated $6,050 to the
Vancouver Public Library Special Collections Department to
digitize 350 glass plate negatives from the Dominion Photograph
Company collection.  This project has now been completed and to
see the scanned photographs, check the VPL Historical
Photographs database at:
http:www3.vpl.vancouver.bc.ca/spe/histphotos/  �Click on “Advanced Search” at the bottom of the page�In the “Collection” box select “Dominion Photograph Company  
           Collection” �In the “Year” box type in “1914:1926"�Click “Search Now” and prepare to see some very interesting

photographs of early Vancouver

The Vancouver Public Library Special Collections Department has
some of the photographs from the Dominion Photograph Company
Glass Negative Collection on display.

From the Vancouver Historical Society Newsletter
NOTE: This site is very user friendly and the VHS directions are
excellent.  The photographs are public domain.

Major Skitt Mathews
was Vancouver’s first City Archivist. Long
before there even was an office city archives,
Major Matthews collected thousands of
archival images, newspaper articles and other
important maps and documents relating to the
history of Vancouver, saving them for
posterity.

The Friends of the Vancouver City Archives
Society promote the donation of historical
records to the archives.  Check their their
website 
www.vancouver.ca/archives  and click on Friends on the left.

Barkerville and the Chinese connection

Barkerville Historic Town staff Bill Quackenbush, Judy
Campbell and Lily Chow visited China to establish research
and tourism opportunities.
Accompanied by Senator Lillian
Dyck and family to their ancestral
village for part of the journey,
they toured state operated
heritage sites and conversed with
representative of Wuyi University
as will as with state and municipal
representatives.  The group’s
main interest was to convey the     Bill and Lily buying tea
research already carried out at Barkerville on the Chinese in
the Cariboo, interpretive approaches and what we could do
together that would be of mutual benefit as well as promoting
Barkerville as a point of interest for tourism.  For additional
information check out www.barkerville.wordpress.com

Original Plan for Beacon Hill Park returns
to the City of Victoria
The City of Victoria is celebrating the return of the original
plan for Beacon Hill Park.  The 120 year old watercolor has
had a long journey and will now be cared for by City Archives.
“Beacon Hill Park is a historic gem and it seems fitting this
historical document, the envisioned the greatness of the Park,
has come home” noted Mayor Dean Fortin.

Mayor John Grant, who wrote in his 1888 annual report “It is
time, in my opinion, that a commencement should be made in
beautifying Beacon Hill Park”  as improvements were needed.
That year several projects were undertaken, including the
construction of Fountain Lake, a rustic bridge and seating.

The following year, City Council called for tenders for a
professional design.  Architect Henry Cresswell won the
competition and was awarded a $200 prize.  However,
Council voted to adopt and purchase a plan by John Blair, a
landscape gardener.

The 1890 plan is a beautiful watercolor rendering.  The
Victorian design features extensive paths, walkways and
roads, a pavilion
and grotto on the
summit, three lakes
and a lily pond, a
large conservatory
with manicured
gardens, fountain
and terraces, a
zoological area and
tennis lawns., The
ambitious design
was never fully
carried out.

The plan was housed at the City’s Parks Department for many
years.  In 1934, at a suggestion from the British Columbia
Historical Society and before the City had its own archives,
the plan was turned over to the Provincial Archives for
safekeeping.  It remained there for 75 years, receiving the
benefit of expert conservation by Provincial Archives staff. 
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The passing of Peter Miller was remembered by a
group of friends who reminisced that “Peter was a very
intelligent man who was very hospitable and at times
a curmudgeon.  One who soaked up knowledge from
books and other people”.
Peter and Naomi had a long and interesting life
together living at many addresses while  raising six
wonderful children.  For 10 ½  years Naomi was Editor
for the BC Historical News and Peter the Co-ordinator of Mailing.
In 1999 the Journal adopted the Desktop Publishing format and
used a commercial mailing service.Naomi Miller is an Honourary
Life Member of the Federation.

The Vancouver 2010 Conference has an
exciting Transportation Theme
BE SURE  to mark your calendars for May 6 - 9,  2010 and check
out all the great pre-conference workshops, events, tours and
options in the attached Conference package.  For all early bird
registrations received by March 15, 2010, a draw will be held with

EIGHT winners enjoying an
exclusive harbour tour (valued at
$160 each) by the Vancouver
Harbour Commission.
Check out some of the exciting
optional tours as many have a limit
of tickets available.  The Harbeck
City Reflections tour for $53
includes a guided tour on a horse
drawn streetcar along the original
route filmed in 1907 and lunch at
the Spaghetti Factory.
The Streetcars and Railway
Stations escorted tour  - the City

Square Neighborhood escorted tour.  The Book Fair will be open
Thursday evening outside the Opening Reception and all day
Friday. Most of the tours and  special events are available by
transit with the new Canada Line  skytrain just two blocks away.
A beautiful 17th floor Hospitality Suite sponsored by our Corporate
member, Johnson Inc .will be available to take a rest, meet and
talk to some of the participants and get information from Johnson
Inc.   On Sunday at 10 am there is a Mountain View Cemetery
Tour by the BC Genealogical Society for a $10  donation .  
     

Church of the Holy Cross NHS gets funding
On behalf of the Honourable Jim Prentice, Canada’s Environment
Minister and Minister responsible for Parks Canada, Randy
Kamp, Member of Parliament for Pitt Meadows-Maple Ridge-
Mission, announced funding for the Church of the Holy Cross,
NHS, as part of Canada’s Economic Action Plan to upgrade
national historic sites as a means of stimulating growth in the
tourism sector.
Through Parks Canada’s Cost-Sharing
Program for National Historic Sites, the
Government is contributing $202,060 to
support the conservation project at the
Church of the Holy Cross which was
designated as a national historic site as “it
is a fine example of a Carpenter’s Gothic
Revival mission church, constructed from
1905 to 1908 by Salish craftsmen”.
“The project will help the Church of the
Holy Cross be an attraction of choice for
visitors,” said Minister Prentice.  “In        
   

our Economic Action Plan, we recognize not only the
importance  of maintaining the fabric of our national historic
sites, but also the important role that our national historic sites
play in supporting tourism and the local economic activity.

We are delighted with this cost-sharing fund announcement
which will help preserve significant features of the Church of
the Holy Cross” said
Sharon Syrette, business
manager for the Ama
Liisa’os Heritage Trust
Society, a volunteer body
responsible for the
ongoing preservation of
the site”.
The Church of the Holy
Cross is a remarkable
a n d  p i c t u r e s q u e
interpretation of the
Gothic Revival style in
wood built by and for
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
Skookumchuk F i rst
Nation community, in an
isolated area of British
Columbia.  Situated in the village of Skatin (Skookumchuk),
the church is sited in the very heart of the community and
oriented towards the Lillooet River.  The front facade features
three, slender, eight-sided spires rising from wooden slatted
bell stages.  The church is comprised of the main worship hall
and a lean-to-vestry at the east end of the building.  The walls
of the worship hall, church office and towers comprise
horizontal, overlapping wooden white-painted siding on a
wooden frame.  The roof and spires are covered with plain
and decorative cedar shingles.
Historically, the church was one of many mission churches
built by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a Roman Catholic
order that established missions in many aboriginal
communities across western Canada in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.  The church has been a symbol of the
community that has served as a welcoming spiritual centre for
the Skatin people and others of the Stl’atl’imx Nation for the
last century.
For more information and photographs view the website
www3.telus.net/public/a3a01408/HC.html 

The Delta Museum and Archives are
fishing for stories....
Working with a $3,000 donation from Socorro Kiselich to
assist with further research into Delta’s fishing heritage, the
Museum is looking to enhance and expand their collection of
oral histories from Delta fishing families.
The oral histories provide a greater insight into the stories
associated with the artifacts of the fishing industry, and the
associated historic sites such as Gunderson Slough and
Annieville, Sunbury, Deas Island, the Boundary Bay Oyster
farms, Ladner, Canoe Pass, Brunswick Point and
Tsawwassen.  The Kiwanis Club of Ladner and Tsawwassen
donated funds for the purchase of a new digital audio
recorder.
If you have any stories, pictures, artifacts that you would like
to share with the Delta Museum and Archives contact Mark
Sakai at 604-946-9314 or msakai@deltamuseum.ca

                                                                              .7.
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enjoy of mind

Johnson values the BC Historical Federation. For each for each qualifying member not 
already insured with Johnson who receives a home insurance quote, Johnson Inc. 
will donate $10 to the BC Historical Federation.

MEDOC® Travel Insurance

1.866.606.3362

• Emergency Medical Coverage

• Annual Plans Available

• Trip Cancellation / Interruption 
 Insurance

Home Insurance

1.800.563.0677
(Provide Group ID Code: KG)

• 24-hour Service

• Identity Theft Coverage

• Home Insurance Discount for 
  MEDOC® Policyholders 

Home insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Discount may be available if 
policyholder has MEDOC® Travel Insurance. MEDOC® is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc.  MEDOC® is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and Royal & 
Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 
business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip.  A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC® Travel Insurance 
Policy. Certain conditions may apply. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. MVM.MAC.Aug09

www.johnson.ca/bchf

All year, you dream about the chance to get away. Johnson will help you get 
there and enjoy yourself. With MEDOC® Travel Insurance you’ll worry less no 
matter where you go. Plus, we offer exceptional home insurance products and 
services. Contact us today for a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 



BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION CONFERENCE 
 
                 HOSTED BY THE VANCOUVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
         PLAZA 500 HOTEL – VANCOUVER, B.C.    MAY 6 – 7 – 8  2010  
 
THURSDAY –    Conference Workshops  -  Registration      8 am – 9 am 
  -     Workshops  (lunch provided 12 – 1)           9 am – 4 pm 

- Conference Registration     
- Hospitality Suite       
- Opening Reception          7 – 9 pm 

Speaker–Rick Antonson–Tourism Vancouver 
 

FRIDAY -    Breakfast on your own 
- Delegate registration   
- Hospitality Suite      
- Harbour Tour – Early Bird registration winners              9 am 
- Harbeck Tour  (ticket holders only)         9 am 
- Vancouver Museum & Archives Tour (ticket holders     9 – 12 
- Lunch on your own 
- History of Vancouver and Transportation        1:30 – 4 pm 

Henry Ewert & Professor Bob MacDonald 
  -     Advocacy Session  -  Anne Edwards,Chair       4:30 – 5:30 pm 
   History Education in the Schools 
  -      Evening free to visit or shop 

-  
SATURDAY  -    Delegate Registration            8 – 9 am 
  -     Annual General Meeting           9 – 11:30 am 
  -     Luncheon           12 – 1 pm 

- Hospitality suite      
- Streetcars & Railway Stations escorted tour              1:30 – 4 pm 

  -     City Square Neighborhood walking tour                  1:30 – 4 pm 
  -     Awards Reception and banquet          6 – 10 pm 
   Entertainment Tiller’s Folly 
 
SUNDAY -     Mountain View Cemetery tour           10  am 



BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION 

CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
06 MAY 2010—9:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 

THE PLAZA 500 HOTEL 
500 West 12th Avenue 

VANCOUVER BC 
 

REGISTER NOW 
 

WORKSHOP 1 

FAMILY HISTORY IN BRITISH COLUMBIA  

Dave Obee will help you be better prepared to research the rich history of British Columbians. Of interest to 
historical researchers as well as genealogists, this workshop will identify the most important sources for 
family historians, and help to explain some of the differences between British Columbia and the rest of 
Canada, as well as the differences between regions of the province. It closes with a session on how to 
compile information, making it more accessible to others. 

Speaker: Dave Obee is author of Making the News, published by the Times Colonist in Victoria, British 
Columbia, in 2008 to mark the 150th anniversary of the newspaper, and co-author (with Sherry Irvine) of 
Finding Your Canadian Ancestors: A Beginner's Guide, published by Ancestry in 2007. Dave is editorial page 
editor of the Times Colonist. He has been a newspaper reporter or editor for several newspapers in British 
Columbia or Alberta since 1972. The British Colonist website, which features 60 years of the leading 
newspaper in Victoria, was based on an idea hatched by Dave and university professors John Lutz and 
Patrick Dunae. 

 

WORKSHOP 2 

COMMUNITY HISTORY OUTREACH: BECOMING A VITAL PART OF EVERYDAY LIFE 

Join Val Patenaude, Director of Maple Ridge Museum & Community Archives, to discover what works at a 
price in both dollars and human resources that can be afforded by small groups on minimal budgets. This 
workshop will interest anyone interested in how a dedicated band of history enthusiasts can make local 
history an expected and vital part of their community’s everyday life. Over the years, our organizations have 
operated on unpredictably longer and shorter shoestring budgets, often with less than suitable spaces. Val, 
her staff and volunteers have focused on the many ways to reach out into the community in inexpensive but 
effective ways to make community history an expected and accepted component of the day to day life of the 
community and all of its festivals and celebrations. 

Speaker: Val Patenaude became curator of Maple Ridge Museum & Archives in 1993 when it was a part-
time position and has stayed with it as it has evolved to a very full-time position as executive director for the 
Maple Ridge Historical Society whose operations include the Maple Ridge Museum & Archives, Haney 
House Museum , and other heritage buildings and annual programs. 

 
 
Cost for each full-day program: 

  $50 for members of BCHF member organizations    $80 for non-members 

Lunch and refreshments are included in the registration fee. 

To qualify for the lower fee, membership status must be authenticated by providing the signature of 
an officer of your member organization, or the BCHF membership secretary. 

Register using the main conference registration form and payment method. 

See the BC History Web site: 2010 Conference   www.bchistory.ca or call 604 466-2636 
 

Space is limited. Register early. 



         BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION
     Annual Conference - Plaza 500 - 500 W. 12th - Vancouver   May 5 - 8, 2010

REGISTRATION FORM - One form per person

NAME
ADDRESS
                                                                                   POST CODE
EMAIL                                                                         PHONE
MEMBER SOCIETY

THURSDAY WORKSHOP           Member   $50    Non-Member   $80 $
1.  Family History in British Columbia ……… 2.  Community History Outreach………..
Membership Confirmation (signed by Society)  ………………………………………………………

REGISTRATION FEES  -  Early bird deadline March 15.2010   Regular deadline  April 15, 2010

FULL REGISTRATION      Includes reception, one lunch, banquet, tour, hospitality suite
                                      EARLY BIRD   $165            REGULAR   $180 $
DO YOU WANT TO BE ENTERED IN THE EARLY BIRD DRAW?    YES……….  NO ………
PARTIAL REGISTRATION AND GUEST BANQUET TICKETS
                        THURSDAY RECEPTION                                  ….. X  $25.00 $
                        SATURDAY ONLY     includes tour and banquet  …. X  $85.00 $
                        ADDITIONAL BANQUET TICKETS                      …. X  $60.00 $
OPTIONAL TOURS
          Harbeck Tour - incl trans & lunch at Spaghetti Factory         $53          maximum 80 $
          Behind the Scenes Van Museum & Archives  $25   (incl transportation & entry)    max. 20 $

                                                                                                 TOTAL REMIITED $

SELECT A SATURDAY ESCORTED TOUR
             Streetcars and Railway Stations (incl. Transportation)     ………….
             City Square Neighborhood walking tour                          ………….

SEND THIS FORM AND CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER FOR THE TOTAL AS SHOWN ABOVE
PAYABLE TO:       Vancouver Historical Society
                             PO Box 3071
                             Vancouver, B.C.   V6B 3X6

For additional information  -  Barbara Coles  info@vancouver-historical-society.ca   604-878-9140
NOTE ANY SPECIAL ACCESSIBILITY  REQUIREMENTS

.
Personal information is collected under the authority of British Columbia's Personal Information
Protection Act and may be used by the Critish Columbia Historical Federation for registration purposes.
For information contact the British Columbia Historial Federation's Privacy Officer.
Check if you wish to receive information about future workshops and conferences.    ………
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B.C. Historical Federation Annual Conference 
May 6 - 8, 2010, Vancouver, B.C. 

 

Book Fair Information 
An Invitation to Authors, Book Sellers, Publishers, and Heritage Groups 

 

It’s All About Transportation! 
 

The BCHF Book Fair is a popular and integral part of the BCHF annual conference and gives 
authors, book sellers, and publishers a chance to showcase their books and businesses and 
to renew and expand contacts from around the province.  Heritage organizations will also be 
part of the Book Fair, displaying and promoting their activities.  See the conference website for 
more information www.bchistory.ca/conf.html. 
 
Location:  The Plaza 500 Hotel, 12th & Cambie, in Vancouver. 
 
Book Fair Hours:  Thursday, May 6th from 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. and Friday, May 7th from 8:00 
am – 12:00 noon for conference delegates.  The Book Fair will also be open to the public on 
May 7th from 12:00 noon - 5:00 pm. 
 
Table Costs:  The cost of an 8’ table is $25, a 6’ table is $20, and a 4’ table is $15 for both 
days.  We will also offer a community table where authors can leave a reasonable number of 
copies of their book and rental will be $1 for each book sold. 
 
If you are registered to attend the full conference, your table fee is reduced to $10; please 
specify the required table size.  Table coverings, and Friday morning coffee, are included in 
the cost. 
 
Setup time:  Thursday at 4:00 p.m.  Ask at front desk for location within the hotel. 
 
Deadlines:  We would like to have your registration form returned by April 16, 2010.  You can 
mail, phone, or email Cathy Magee (contact details below) with your information. 
 
Confirmation:  We will do our best to accommodate participants but your application must be 
confirmed before we can assure you there is space available.  Please include your email or 
phone contact information (email preferred) on the attached registration form.   
 
Payment:  After you receive confirmation, cheques can be made out to the “BC Genealogical 
Society – Book Fair” (the Book Fair organizing group). 
 
Bookings:  For bookings and inquiries, please fill in the attached registration form, or contact: 
 
  Cathy Magee 
  BCHF, Book Fair Coordinator 
  448 Wilson Street, New Westminster, B.C., V3L 3R8 
  Phone: 604-521-4966 (answering machine) 

E-mail: cathyjm@shaw.ca 
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Registration form for the 2010 BCHF Book Fair 
 
Please fill out the following form and return it by April 16, 2010, to: 
 

Cathy Magee, 2010 BCHF Book Fair Coordinator 
448 Wilson Street, New Westminster, BC   V3L 3R8 
Phone: 604-521-4966 (and answering machine) 
Email:   cathyjm@shaw.ca 

 
 
Name of Business or Organization (if applicable): ______________________________ 
 
Name of person to contact: ________________________________________________ 
 
Street Mailing address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
City and Postal Code: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number(s): _______________________________________________________ 
 
Fax number (if applicable): ________________________________________________ 
 
Email address (if applicable): ______________________________________________ 
 
Website (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
I am not registered for the full conference: 

 and would like to rent an 8’ table for $25. 

 and would like to rent a 6’ table for $20. 

 and would like to rent a 4’ table for $15. 

 
I am registered for the full conference: 

 and would like to rent a full table for $10.  Size required is 8’ , 6’ , or 4’ . 

 
Community Table: 

 I would like to rent space at the community table (operated by a volunteer) and submit 

copies of my book for the cost of $1 for each copy sold.  Please note that we cannot 
look after large quantities of books so having about 20 copies on hand would be ideal.  
Unsold books are to be picked up at the end of the Book Fair (by 6:00 pm, Friday, May 
7th) – or by prior arrangement with Cathy Magee.   

 
Thank you all for your participation!! 
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