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 In September, as Chancellor of the Order of

British Columbia, I am once again hosting the annual

investiture ceremony at Government House.  This

prestigious award is now in its 20 th year and is our

province’s highest recognition of individual excellence and

achievem ent.  The Order is presented to individuals who

have made extraordinary contributions to BC and its

people.  Like BC, each province in Canada has established

similar award systems to honour their exemplary citizens.

If you know someone in our province deserving of

recognition, you can nominate them for the Order            

o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  b y  v i s i t i n g

http://www.protocol.gov.bc.ca/protocol/prgs/obc/obc.htm   

                                                                                                                                                      

This month will also provide an opportunity for me to

present one of our country’s national awards.  Acting on

behalf of the Governor General, I have the honour to

present the Caring Canadian Award to British Columbians

who are being recognized for their exceptional efforts  to

better the lives  of their fellow Canadians within their own

community or region.  This award was created to pay

tribute to people who have voluntarily provided

extraordinary help or care to others or have supported their

com munity through service or humanitarian causes without

major acknowledgment.  To nominate someone for a

Caring Canadian Award, vis it the Governor General’s

website   http://www.gg.ca/honours/index_e.asp               
                                                                                                                                                      

As autumn approaches and we celebrate those who have

done so much for our province and its people, I encourage

all of you to think of those who have given selflessly but

have not been recognized for their efforts - there are

unsung heroes among us whom we see every day helping

out in our communities.  Their good works are just as

appreciated and to say “thank you” is to give a little

acknowledgment of what they have so generously

provided.  I am grateful, as we all should be, to everyone

who works towards making British Colum bia and its

comm unities one of the best p laces in the world to call

home.

All Aboard!!  

100 years of trains in White Rock

The W hite Rock Museum and Archives is celebrating the

one hundredth anniversary of the arrival of trains in W hite

Rock.

Historic photographs and archival documents take you

through the story of how the seaside resort was

transformed in 1909 when the first train rumbled down the

track.  Step into the historic train station and go back in

time as you explore the vital role the railway played in

shaping W hite Rock in the years that followed.

100 years of trains in W hite Rock runs until November 15th

in the historic W hite Rock  train station that houses the

co m m un ity’s  M useum and

Archives at 14970 Marine drive.

For more information phone 604-

5 4 1 - 2 2 2 2  o r  e m a i l

whiterockprograms@telus.net.  

The White Rock Station is larger

than most sta tions constructed in

comparably sized communities

along the rail system. This was to

accommodate Customs and Immigration staff. The “lock

up”, complete with barred windows, was situated at the

east end of the building. The rail portion, at the west end,

contained a baggage room, waiting rooms, ticket office and

washrooms. Services such as mail and telegraph gave

these buildings both social and commercial importance.

Welcome to our new members

Little Prairie Heritage Society - Chetwynd

Groundbirch Historical Society - Groundbirch (west of      

                                    Dawson Creek)

Corporate Members:

Sustainability Television - Vancouver  

Johnson Inc.  - Langley                                                     

The BC Historical Federation has 153 mem berships

representing over 13,000 mem bers.     
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History of the Archdiocese of Vancouver

The territory of the Archdiocese of Vancouver is a very

large, running from the 49th parallel to just south of Prince

George and it includes McGuckin ’s Folly!  We now have a

history of its first 100 years thanks to Dr. Jacqueline

Gresko, who spoke to the Vancouver Historical Society

about her new book Traditions of Faith and Service which

celebrates the Archdiocese’s centennial.

A delightful story from  Dr. Gresko’s talk  concerned His

Excellency Archbishop Duke.  He was, apparently, a

stickler for the formalities.  He insisted that any priest

coming to see him be dressed in a Prince Albert coat - a

costly formal black  jacket that extended down to between

the hips and the knees - a rarity in B.C..  Local priests were

in a quandary but one of them cam e up with a solution -

they shared their resources and bought one Prince Albert

coat and kept it on the Archbishop’s front porch.  W hoever

visited His  Excellency, needed only to pick up the coat and

slip it on as he rang the doorbell.  Duke knew about the

ruse, but apparently also had a sense of hum or.

Oh yes, “McGuckin ’s Folly” - we

know it better as Holy Rosary

Cathedral.  In 1898 Father J.M.

M cG u c k i n ,  (O bla te  Mary

Imm acu la te) dec ided  the

growing City of Vancouver

needed a larger and more

permanent church.  The Church

of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary

opened in 1900,  put the parish

deep into debt and was not fully

paid off until 1953 when the

church was consecrated by

Archbishop Duke, 37 years after

the church had become a

cathedral in 1916.                                                                                                       

                                                                                   Thanks to the Vancouver

Historical Society’s Newsletter and article by Chuck Davis

for excerpts used for this article                                                                   

                                                                                    Traditions of Faith and

Service is available at $39.00 for pickup or can be ordered

by mail for an extra $10 with order and payment sent to

Archdiocese of Vancouver, 150 Robson Street, Vancouver,

B.C.  V6B 2A7 and mention you saw it in the Newsletter.

Florence Nightingale Window

St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Kerrisdale                                                

                                                                                                                                                      

The window was dedicated in 1986 by Canon W hinfield

Robinson, an Anglican Rector, in mem ory of h is wife Doris

Comley Robinson.  Doris Comley was born 21 June 1907

in Ladysmith, B.C. and m et her future husband while they

were both students there.  She graduated as a nurse from

Ladysmith General Hospital in 1929. As this was a sm all

school of nursing, she also attended Vancouver General

Hospital for pediatrics and obstetrics affiliation.  She and

W hinfield were married on June 8, 1931.

The reproduction of

the stained glass

w in d o w  is th e

fourth in a series

produced by the

British Columbia

History of Nursing

P r o f e s s i o n a l

Pract ice Gro up.

The History Group

aims to discover,

disseminate and

preserve nursing

history.  Money

raised will be used

to fund a small

Nursing Archives

and museum for

t h e  1 0 0 t h

Anniversary of the

B C  R e g i s t e r e d

Nurses Association

in 2011.                             
                                                  

The window was

made by G. Maile

a n d  S o n ,

C a n t e r b u r y ,

England, makers of

the other stained

glass windows at

St. Mary’s Church.

Creston Museum & Archives

celebrated the opening of the Founder’s Hall after a major

rebuilding and renovation of the 1952 building.  The South

W ing, as the building was best known, until renovated, was

in bad need of improvement.  W hen the Museum Society

began planning the renovation 2 years ago, many

challenges were discovered as work progressed, non-

existent footings for the walls and roof trusses that were

rotted so badly, they no longer rested on anything.

As a result, only the stone front wall, fireplace and parts of

the stone floor remain of the original construction.  W hile

everything else was rebuilt, it still retains the character of

the old one.  The curing stone construction was built

between 1952 and 1967 by master stonemason Rudolph

Schultz, who was well known for his  unique & eccentric

work.

T h e  v e h i c l e

windshields Schultz

used have been

r e t a i n e d .  T h e

masonry of the front

wall has ben painted

in his trademark

white and the odd

little things he stuck

in the mortar are still there, even one of the railway tracks

used as a roof support beam..  Ten new exhibits are ready

to tell the story of Creston’s earliest                              

development in the Founder’s Hall.                           2     



Do you remember these??

Participate in a research project

“Heat, Light and Work in Canadian

Homes - 1900 - 1950" with the

University of Toronto historian Dr.

Ruth Sandwell.                                                 

                                                   Dr. Sandwell is

interested in hearing about your

mem ories of any aspect of heating,

lighting, cook ing, cleaning, washing

and otherwise working in your

Canadian home before 1950

through either a phone interview or in your own written

mini-memoir.                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                      

If you are interested, you can get more details from Melissa

Otis at motis@oise.utoronto.ca  or Dr.

R u t h  S a n d w e l l  a t

Ruth.sandwell@utoronto.ca or write Dr.

Ruth Sandwell, Assoc iate Professor,

Ontario Institute for Studies in

Education, University of Toronto, 252

Bloor St West, Toronto, Ontario     

M5S 1V6.                                                                          

                                                                                                   

 This could be a fun walk down memory

lane for many of our “mature members”

and shed some light on life in the 1930's and 1940's.            

                                                                                                                                             W e

will publish an update on the number of participants from

British Columbia.             

                                                                                  

Richmond Museum publishes 6th local history
                                                                                                 

The Richmond Museum  & Heritage Services has published

a booklet each year recognizing various aspects of the

community’s interesting history.  Varying in size from 26 to

46 pages, the booklets are structured in a self-guided tour

format where the reader can physically travel the route to

view each site h ighlighted in the publication.  The two

centre pages are a map of Richmond showing the sites in

the book let.                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                      

Selling at $5.00,

the s ix issues

published highlight

R i c h m o n d ’ s

A g r i c u l t u r e

H e r i t a g e  -

R i c h m o n d ’ s

Industrial Heritage

-  S o u t h  A r m

Slough District  -

Sea Island  -

Steveston Cannery

Row  - Brighouse

District (see the

ar t ic le  “M in o ru

sculpture unveiling”)                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                This is a great

project that might be used by other members as a method

to promote a segment of their regional history.

The Vancouver Pioneers’ Association           

                                                                                      
 A historical society,  one of the oldest in Vancouver, the

VPA, unfortunately, has dissolved.  The 116 year

Association was organized just 7 years after the City of

Vancouver was incorporated and among its early mem bers

were names now found on street signs, schools and

dedicated landmarks - the Oppenheimers, the W oodwards,

the Bell-Irvings, the Abbots, the Bowsers.                         

                                                                                           

The purpose of the VPA was to gather and preserve facts,

to comm emorate the sixth day of April as the day of the

City’s incorporation and the thirteenth of June as the date

of the destruction of the City by fire, both dates in 1886;

and in co-operation with the Archivist of the City of

Vancouver to gather h istorica l inform ation and records

relating to the C ity and its

pioneer c itizens.                        

                                                  

Vancouver is a young city, made

e v e n  y o u n g e r  t h r o u g h

imm igration and how many

Vancouverites could tell you that

the City was incorporated on

April 6, 1886 and destroyed by

fire June 13 the same year?

The narrow focus of the Association and its requirement

that new mem bers needed to have 40 years residency in

Vancouver or the Lower Mainland and required two existing

Association members  to vouch for them -  was a model

designed for diminishing opportunities for new mem bers. 
                                                                                                                                                      

It is unfortunate that th is well intentioned Pioneer’s

Association, whose early goals were successful in helping

preserve the history of Vancouver, did not recognize a

need for flexibility to encourage membership and the

changing of Vancouver’s exciting history to be in harmony

with today’s approach to the preservation and promotion of

British Colum bia’s history.                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                      

Material for this article was based on Pete McMartin’s

Opinion Column in the Vancouver Sun June 6, 2009.         

                                                                                                                                                      

Vancouver Maritime Museum celebrates its

                 50th birthday                                                

                                                                                                                                                      

Offic ially opened in June 1959, the Vancouver Maritime

Museum was built alongside the drydock and A-frame that

houses Canada’s famous Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Arctic  Schooner St. Roch.  The restored St Roch is the

centerpiece of the Maritime Museum which interprets the

story of Canada’s great Pacific Port and its links with the

Pacific Rim.                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                      

The Vancouver Maritime Museum is one of the major

maritime museums on the west coast of North America and

is Metro Vancouver’s link to maritime history, art, culture

and technology, relating the past to the present and looking

to the future through programs and exhibitions.                           

mailto:motis@oise.utoronto.ca
mailto:motis@oise.utoronto.ca
mailto:Ruth.sandwell@utoronto.ca


Vancouver Maritime Museum 50 th birthday cont’d             

                                                                                                                                           

Since 1959, the Museum has welcomed m ore than 2.5

million visitors from around the world.  More than one

million school children have participated in the Museum’s

school programs.                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                      

The Maritime Museum protects the irreplaceable for future

generations, preserves the thousands of artifacts entrusted

to its care and strives to preserve the stories that link the

artifacts to real people and their experiences.                   

                                                                                           

Birthday celebrations on August 8 & 9 offered a spectacular

weekend of maritime festivities with entertainment and

activities for everyone.  Heritage Harbour was brimm ing

with heritage vessels and marine artist John Horton

presented a talk of the two Voyages of Captain Vancouver.
         

                   

BCHF enters relationship with Johnson Inc

to offer members travel and home insurance

coverage

The Federation is pleased to announce its relationship with

Johnson Inc. to offer members of the BCHF and its

mem ber societies MEDOC Travel Insurance and Preferred

Service (PS) Home Plus Plan.                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                      

MEDOC Travel Insurance is a comprehensive year-round

travel policy for multiple trips up to  35 days each under the

base plan with convenient monthly prem ium paym ents

through bank deductions, if you wish.                                                    
                                                                                                                                                      

  The PS Home Plus Plan provides members various

benefits for their home insurance, such as special savings

and discounts, exclusive benefits for 50+ members, and

24 hour service.  See the Johnson Inc advertisem ent in th is

issue for further details..                                                    

                                                                                           

Did you know that each year Johnson Inc. offers 100

scholarships of $1500 to assist students beginning post-

secondary studies following the completion of high school?

See pages 11 and 12 of this issue for application

information.                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                      

Johnson Inc. has been providing home insurance since

1880 and is one of Canada’s leading insurance and benefit

providers.

A new website with some wonderful historic

images

Historian Dudley Booth has set up a website with copies of

some wonderful historic photographs from 1890 - 1950

Canada, England and France.  Check out this interesting

and historic collection at              ww w.historicphotos.ca

and be sure to read  the interesting Globe and Mail story

about Mr. Booth - click the G lobe and Mail link.                

Frederick William Thirkell 1930 - 2009           

                                                                                                                                                      

Fred Thirkell was born in Vancouver April 9, 1930.  He

graduated from King Edward High School and obtained his

Licentiate in Theology from Anglican Theological College

in 1954 and was ordained Deacon and then Priest in 1955.

His first posting was Curate at St Mary’s in Kerrisdale from

1954 to 1956 then moved to Nova Scotia where he was a

minister for 10 years in many comm unities.                                     
                                                                                                                                                      

Thirke ll was always fascinated by history and started

collecting postcards in Nova Scotia.  When he moved back

to B.C. he became involved with the Vancouver Postcard

Club.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      

Looking for something to do in retirement, Thirkell and

friend Bob Scullion put together a calendar featuring

vintage postcards.  In

1996 Heritage House

published their first book,

Postcards from the Past

which set the tone for

their books, collecting

rare pre-First World W ar

images and matching

them with a mini-h istory.

In Thirkell’s histories, the

E d w a r d i a n  H o t e l

Vancouver came back to

life, along with the long-gone city hall on W estminster

Avenue (now Main Street) and English Bay back when

there were still houses on Beach Avenue, a group of kids

joyously sitting atop a cannon at an arm oury, a 1909 train

accident in Burnaby that killed 23 people, a pack m ule in

the Slocan being loaded with pipe, while blindfolded.            
                                                                                                                                                      

“One of the m ost im portant reasons we do it is that in

another generation or two from now, nobody will remem ber

any of this stuff” Thirke ll said in an interview in May.  Fred

Thirke ll was a long time and active mem ber of the

Vancouver Postcard Club.    

                                                                    

H. Keith Ralston 1921 - 2009                                           

                                                                                                                                                      

Keith Ralston was born in Victoria, BC and received a BA

with 1st class honors in history at UBC.  He turned to

teaching in 1956 and taught at Tem pleton Secondary

School.  In 1960, he was the first curator of the newly

established Vancouver Maritime Museum and mounted its

initial exhibition and assembled its early collections.               
                                                                                                             

After further academic study, he was

appointed to the H istory Dept at UBC and

specialized in teaching the history of the

Canadian west and developed UBC’s first

course in British Columbia history.                   

                                                                                                             

    Keith was a long time m ember and

supporter of the BCHF and the Vancouver

Historical Soc iety.  In lieu of flowers,

donations may be made to the Ralston

Family Fund of the Vancouver Foundation which supports

Vancouver Public Schools and the Vancouver Historical

Society.                                                                              

                                                                                4



Nelson Historical Society’s Touchstones

Museum                                                                                                                          

Announces an exciting online exhibit Sternwheelers of

Kootenay Lake featuring images and first hand accounts of

the sternwheelers that were once the lifeline of the Nelson

area.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      

Discover the history of the sternwheelers on Kootenay

Lake, survey the historic landings and routes on the Lake

and explore the boats through photographs and rare old

movies.                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                      

This online exhibit was developed in partnership with the

Virtual Museum of Canada (virtualmuseum.ca) and local

museums and historical societies.  Through the archives

and collections of the various partner organizations and

local collectors, the exhibition is full of images and

information on the various aspects of the ships.                          
                                                                                                                                                      

Tale of a ‘happy’ shipboard romance                        

                                                                                                                                                      

In 1929 Esther Tryon and her five children boarded the

W hite Star Line ship SS Regina in Liverpool to travel to

Montreal, then took the train across Canada to Vancouver,

a boat to Victoria and then a train to MacBride Station (now

known as Parksville).  Esther, who first crossed the Atlantic

years earlier, knew she would have time for doing some

sewing and writing letters so her fully-fitted black morocco

traveling case was labeled as being “wanted on voyage”

The sturdy, capacious writing and toiletry case is one of the

artifacts  in the Parksville Museum.                                                            
                                                                                                                                                     

Esther was the

daughter of S ir

Robert and Lady

Bromley of Stoke

on Trent.  She first

c a m e  t o

Vancouver Island

to  a t ten d  th e

wedding of her

b r o th e r ,  R e a r -

Adm iral Sir Arthur Bromley, to Laura Mary Dunsmuir.           

                                                                                                                                               

The trip home in 1904 proved to be most romantic, for one

of the passengers was the very attractive Charles Robert

Tryon, who became so sm itten that before they landed

back in Liverpool, he and Esther agreed to become

engaged.  They were m arried in England in 1905.  In 1911

Charles Tryon bought a tract of land in Parksville, of which

part is now Columbia Beach, and built a home which the

family occupied from 1913.  Charles died in October 1916.

The traveling case,

with its monogram

“AB” (referring to

Esther’s mother) was

just one of the many

items inherited by

Joan Tryon, one of

t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s

m e m b e r s ,  w h o

donated it to the

Parksville Museum when down-sizing after the death of her

husband, Tom ,  in 1987.  Tom  had been born in Parksville

just three months before his father died.  Joan came to

Canada from the Netherlands as a delayed war bride in

1949 and has lived in Parksville ever since.                                    

                                                                                                                                   

Courtesy of the Parksville and District Historica l Society

Newsletter Spring 2009.                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      

The Legend and Legacy of “Rocket” Richard

at the Nanaimo Museum                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                      

An exciting new exhibition about the life and career of the

of Canada’s greatest sports heroes, Maurice “The Rocket”

Richard, opened July 18th at the Nanaimo Museum.               

                                                                                                                                                      

“Rocket” Richard: The Legend-The Legacy featuring the

Maurice Richard Collection acquired in 2002 by the

Canadian Museum of C ivilization, pays tribute to the

Rocket and gives visitors a sense of his life and times.         

                                                               
                                                               

The  feature exh ib it

presents 90 rem arkable

objects, such as the

Rocket’s  Num ber 9

sweater, hockey sticks

used by Richard to score

landm ark goals as well

as t rophies, pucks,

skates, sweaters, h is

Hall of Fame induction ring and the original copy of h is

retirement speech.                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                               

Produced by the Canadian Museum of C ivilization, the

exhibition has been designed to appeal not only to hockey

fans, but to anyone who either lived through the Rocket’s

heyday or wants to  understand his significance in Canadian

history.                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                 

“W e dream ed of having large scale exhib its in Nanaimo,

but needed more space to house

them ,” says Debbie Trueman,

General Manager of the Nanaimo

Museum.  “As we celebrate thje

one year birthday in our new

larger space, we are fulfilling that

dream with the arrival of the

Rocket Richard exhibit from the

C a n a d i a n  M u s e u m  o f

Civilization.”

The special exhibition runs until

October 11th.

                                                                                5
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The BCHF Newsletter is published quarterly.

Editor    Ron Hyde     newsletter@bchistory.ca

To get your own  copy of the Newsletter mailed to you for
4 issues,  send  $5 cheque payable  to BCHF and mail to:

               B.C.H.F   Newsletter
#20 - 12880 Railway Ave. - Richmond, B.C.  V7E 6G2

Member Societies are invited to submit information

on special events, exhibits, etc. based on the

guidelines of promoting health, community

involvement and environmental awareness..

Examples: farming, organic farming, thrift, recycling,

reus ing m aterials, craftsm anship, community

engineering (ideas to solve problems) m entoring and

anything to do with the love of nature (such as

heritage gardens, preservation of a heritage tree,

etc).                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 For further information or to email your information 

send to newsletter@bchistory.ca  or mail to:BCHF

Newsletter, PO Box 63006, Richmond, B.C V7E 6K4 

Bronze Statue of Minoru racehorse unveiled
                                                                                                                                                      

W hen Minoru Eida was born in the early 20 th century, it’s

highly unlike ly his father, Lord Wavertree’s Japanese

master gardener, would have dreamed his son would have

a champion racehorse named after him and 100 years

later, share the title of a W estern Canadian racetrack,

street, park, cultural centre and now an impressive life-s ize

bronze statue of a horse.                   

                                                                                    

 In 1909, a thoroughbred called

M i n o r u,  l e a s e d  b y  L o rd

W avertree to King Edward VII,

triumphed in two of England’s

Classic horse races, the 2,000

Guineas and then a month later

the Derby, the first time a

reigning monarch’s colors were

carried to victory in the famous

race.                                                                       
                                                                                    

 Later in 1909, on August 21s t, in recognition of Minoru’s

classic winning feats, a racetrack was christened Minoru

Park and opened its doors in Richmond with a crowd of

7,000 watching the first race won by Mr. Hose.  The track

was renamed Brighouse Park in 1920, before shutting up

shop during W orld W ar II in 1941.                                                             

                                                                                                                                                 

The history of the track, its

surrounding are, and how it

came to be named, was

remem bered on August 21st, 100

years later, when a $250,000

bronze life-size statue of the

racehorse Minoru was unveiled

on Minoru Plaza.                       

                                                                                           

The project was sponsored by the Milan and Maureen Ilich

Foundation of Richmond with Richm ond artist Sergei

Transchenko  comm issioned to do the work.  Mr.

Transchenko researched old paintings of Minoru, horse

stables and traveled to England to look at thoroughbred

race horses and the history of Lord Wavertree’s area in

Chester.                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                      

Following the unveiling, an Off to the Races theme garden

party, com plete with big hats and

fine dresses, was hosted by the

Minoru Seniors Society.   Three

ladies in their finery reflected the

com munity spirit and fun for the

afternoon get together.  A

wonderful exam ple showing how

history can be fun.                                    

                                             
                                                                                                                             

          

          

          

          

          
An introduction from  our new Corporate Member:             

                                                                                           

Sustainability Television is citizen-powered media that

promotes health ier more sustainable com munities and

lifestyles.  W e combine our own and co-produced material

along with user generated content into a much more

interactive and educational experience for our viewers.    

                                                                                           

W e’re different in that we broadcast over the internet and

mobile devices such as phones which allow our viewers to

subm it content that empowers awareness of our health, our

beautiful environment and the individuality of our

comm unities here in British Columbia and around the

world.                                                                                 

                                                   

How can you get involved?  Become a mem ber for free and

you can write and submit articles about your past that will

help younger generations learn from the wisdom of

previous generations.  Check out our calendar of events

posting for local farmers markets and community events in

your area.  If you are a business that shares our values,

consider becoming corporate sponsor to help us connect

more people to your business and our rich cultural and

histor ical past.

Vis it us at www.SustainabilityTelevision.com to find out

more 

A busy summer schedule of history and    

                 events                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                      

Delta Museum & Archives - children explored the world

of archeology unearthed in the hands-on mock

archeological excavation program.

Penticton Museum & Archives  - opportunity to be an

astronomer for a day at the White Lake Observatory.

Space explorers toured the anechoic chamber, the Cannon

and the Blockhouse and played cosmic hopscotch.

                                                                                  6
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Royal BC Museum  - Day Cam p packed with exploration

and discovery.  Participants enjoyed a behind the scenes

look at the RBCM - explored the museum  galleries and

collections  - lessons on mumm y wrapping and other

RBCM secrets

Sooke Region Museum   - bus and hik ing guided tour to

the Cheewhat Cedar, the largest red cedar in the world,

with an ancient partially carved large cedar canoe resting

nearby.

Doukhobor Discovery Centre  - The Peter’s Day

Celebration June 27th featured the presentation of the

Psalmist Project.  Started in 2008 for Heritage Week, the

p r o j ec t  was  a  m a jo r

production that resulted in a

two hour DVD outlining the

origins of Psalm singing and

touching on the Doukhobor

his tor y,  pa r t ic u la r ly  in

C anada.  The pro ject

c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  1 0 0 t h

anniversary of the Doukhobor

m o v e m e n t  t o  B r i t i s h

C o l u m b i a  f r o m

Saskatchewan.  The DVD and CD are available at the

Doukhob o r  D iscovery  Cen t re  o r  check  ou t

www.Doukhobor-Museum .org

Vancouver Historical Society offered two special fie ld

trips - one - the Bowmer-Shoebotham Museum of Military

Medicine (open only by appointment)  - two  - The

Vancouver Police Museum’s fascinating “Sins of the City”

walking tour.

Britannia Heritage Shipyards, Richmond  - celebrated

their 6 th Annual Maritime Festival featuring everything

nautical and participation by other Steveston Heritage sites.

Britannia Shipyards is a National Histor ic Site on an 8.5

acre park located along the Steveston channel on the south

arm of the Fraser River.  Originally a cannery, then

converted to a shipyard, Britannia represents an important

era in the historic development of Steveston and the fishing

industry.

Summ er Farmers Markets were held in cities and towns

throughout British Columbia and have evolved into a

com munity event featuring

produce , sea food , m eat

p r o d u c ts ,  g o u r m e t  f o od

products, crafts, heritage, arts,

culture and entertainment.

M a n y  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y

soc ie ties par tic ipate with

information, books, pamphlets,

etc. and is a great way to spend a Saturday or Sunday

while prom oting their sites.                                                    
                                                                                                                                                      

                  The Okanagan  Military Museum celebrated

Canada’s 100 th anniversary of powered flight with an

fascinating exhibit focusing on local and military aeronautic

history and a time line of historic facts, many with

Okanagan connections.  The Museum is located at 1424

Ellis St. in Kelowna.

 

Comox Archives & Museum Society launched their

exciting new website preserving and hiliting the history of

Comox and area.  Check it at   ww w.comoxmuseum .ca

A busy summer  con’td

North Vancouver Museum and Archives had a costumed

Molly the Mountaineer offering 30 m inute

tours of the area and stories of her

experiences growing up and hiking in

North Vancouver as well as stories of a

monum ental climb of Mount Robson,

sacrificial ice men and dramatic rescues. 
                                                                                                           

Nanaimo & District Museum  Society   

has an innovative new website that has

attracted hits from as far away as Dubai.

Check it out at          

ww w.nanaimomuseum.ca                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                      

     There was something for everyone!  What a wonderful

summer of history and fun.  How refreshing to see many of

the Museums offer programs with a flair of history and lots

of fun.  The Royal BC Museum giving lessons on mummy

wrapping - Penticton Museum  offering Cosmic Hopscotch

at the W hite Lake Observatory.  The Vancouver Historical

Society and Vancouver Police Museum’s “Sins of the City”

walking tour.  Some wonderful examples of offering history

that is interesting and fun with some innovative programs.

Kudos to all of you for showing that British Columbia’s

history can be fun, exciting and interesting.                                    

                                                                                                                    

Melva Dwyer presented with a Certificate

of Appreciation                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                    

 On a sunny afternoon in June, Melva Dwyer was hosted to

a lunch at Crescent Beach by

Awards Committee Chair Tony Cox,

Rob and Jacqueline Gresko and Ron

and Maureen Hyde.                                         
                                                                                

During lunch, Tony presented Melva

with a Certificate of Appreciation for

her many hears of service to the

B r i t i s h  Co lu m b i a  H i s to r ic a l

Federation Council and for preparing

the index for the British Columbia

History magazine.                                              

                                                                                             

Melva’s activities with the Federation

include organizing the Conference workshops for several

years, serving as Honorary President and is an Honorary

Life Member.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                 

SFU wins World Summit Award for 2009      

                                                                                                                                                      

        The Simon Fraser Museum of Archaeology and

Ethnology attracted international attention for creating the

world’s best e-Content - the multimedia product “A Journey

into Time Im mem orial” won the W orld Summit Award with

an innovative website recreating the ancient dwelling and

spiritual site of Xa:ytem in 3D                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      

The United Nations contest for e-content and creativity

attracted approx 20,000 products and projects from 157

countries and the winner was chosen from 545 finalists

visit the website http://www .sfu.museum /time/enflash
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Upcoming Events 

BCHF Board Meeting   Oct. 4 at 11 am    Minoru Centre,

Richmond, BC                                                                    

BCMA   Oct. 15 - 17 Osoyoos, B.,C.   Provincial workshop

focused on the needs of small museums and galleries.    

Http://bcma-governance-workshop.blogspot.com   or 

contact Lisa Codd at   lisa.codd@burnaby.ca                   

Victoria Genealogical Society Oct. 24 Victoria, B.C.

Forthcoming Fam ily History Seminar “Relatively Speaking”

with David Obee and Sherry Irvine.

For details and registration   www.VictoriaGS.org

Arrow Lakes Historical Society  - celebrating their 25 th

anniversary with an Open House in their Archives on

September 19th from 1 to 5 pm in Nakusp.                                        
                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      

News from the BCHF Publications

Committee by Brenda Smith                                                               
                                                                                                                                                   

The Publications Committee

has been hard at work for the

past year collecting data and

con solida ting the var ious

Federation activities.  The

Committee mem bers are Ron

Hyde, Brenda Sm ith, Secretary,

Jacqueline Gresko, Chair, Alice

Marwood and missing from the photo Ken W elwood.            
                                                                                                                                                      

 In June, Chair Jacqueline Gresko successfully completed

negotiations with Irvine K. Barber Learning Centre at UBC

to digitize British Columbia History and its predecessors

dating back to the Federation ‘s beginnings in 1923.  W hen

complete, the published materials from the past 80 years

will be available, along with a search engine, for

researchers and anyone interested in British Colum bia

history.                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                      

Ron Hyde has two projects underway.  Following the great

success of Windows to our Past, the Federation will publish

Windows to British Columbia ’s Past.  This exciting new

volume will include over 600 photos, and 300 stories and

historical vignettes never before published.  The Federation

is looking for a financial partner to enable us to give a copy

of the book to every school in Brit ish Columbia and every

community library.                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      

All members are invited to submit material for the unique

collection to Ron Hyde at

W indows Project

#20 - 12880 Railway Avenue

Richmond, BC V7E 6G2

windows@bchistory.ca
                                                                                                                                                      

The Sockeye Special is another Hyde undertaking.  The

BCHF in partnership with the Richmond Heritage Railway

Society are preparing a history of the interurban service

from Vancouver to Steveston.  The book will include

fascinating stories, vignettes and pictures showing how the

interurban became part of the history and the building of

the community.   

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                  

The book is scheduled to be ready in time to celebrate the

Vancouver 2010 Conference which will hilight the history of

transportation in the area.

The Publications Committee is

also pleased to announce an

exciting special issue of British

Columbia History for Issue 43

No. 1 March 2009 celebrating

the history of transportation in

British Columbia.  Transportation historian Barrie Sanford,

has agreed to serve as Guest Editor.  Manuscripts and

images on the history of transportation in this province are

invited by 15 October, 2009.  Please forward material to

BCHistory Special Issue

#27 - 11737 - 236 th Street

Maple Ridge, BC V4R 2E5

emm alou@telus.net                               

Exciting new opportunities for Societies and
members BC History subscriptions                                  

                                                                                                                                                  

The Publications Committee and the Board of the

Federation have been working together to formulate a plan

to increase subscriptions and recognize member societies

who assist in the program.                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                      

Complete information and forms will be included with the

Mem bership Renewal letter and form that will be mailed in

the middle of Septem ber.  It’s a great opportunity everyone.
                                                                                                                                                      

Craigflower Manor receives $250,000 to

repair fire damage                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                            

Kevin Krueger, Minister Tourism, Culture and the Arts

announced Craiglower Manor will receive up to $250,000

in joint federal and provincial support to cover the cost of

repairing damage caused by a January fire.                                    
                                                                                                                                                      

 “Craigflower Manor is one of the oldest buildings in B.C.

and is a valuable attraction among the province’s diverse

collection of heritage sites” said Krueger.  “Matched with

the $125,000 comm itted by

the province, the federal

grant will  provide the

financial resources needed

to repair fire dam age to

conserve this treasured

heritage s ite.”                                    

                                                                        
                                                             

Craigflower Manor is a

provincially owned heritage property and a national historic

site of Canada.  The two storey log farm house is one of

the last remaining links to original settlement farms

established by the Hudson Bay Company in the 1850s.     

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                               The heritage site

is managed and operated by the Land Conservancy under

a 15 year provincial contract that started in 2003.             
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Barkerville building receives honour                 

                                                                                     

Canada’s oldest ethnic Chinese structure is at Barkerville -

the Chee Kung Tong building - and is now being honoured

with a special federal heritage designation.                                      

                                                                                                                                                      

The Chinese community played a key role in the

development of Barkerville and for a number of years the

Barkerville staff have worked closely with the Chinese

Community to restore the original buildings and create

displays that te ll their story.                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                      

    The Chee Kung Tong building - Barkerville, B.C.

The Chinese Free Masons, the builders of the Chee Kung

Tong, represent a group that was dedicated to the

overthrow of the Ch’ing Dynasty.  A secret society in China,

they flourished in the Cariboo and British Columbia,

providing services to their mem bers both in sickness and

in health, as well as being comm unity leaders and

organizers for special event. Funerals and the welfare of

their mem bers.  Most Chinese who came to British

Columbia were mem bers or affiliated with a member.

Ninety-five percent of the Chinese in British Columbia were

from a small area of Guangdong Province.                                      
                                                                                                                                                      

The Chee Kung Tong were the largest social group for the

Cariboo and integrated with business and all socio-political

aspects of the Chinese.  Their building represents a

continuing presence well into the 20th century and the

fulfillment of their initial goal of over-throwing the Ch’ing in

1911.  The initial structure was built som e time prior to

1877 and possibly as early as 1869.                                                       

                                                                                                                                                      

The special ceremony took place August 22nd and featured

a number of Chinese activities and live performances.

Guests included representatives from the Government of

Canada, the Historic Sites and monum ents Board of

Canada, the Barkerville Heritage Trust and invited guests

from Guangdong, China. Special guests included the

Chinese Consulate General in Vancouver - Mr. And Mrs.

Liang Shugen.                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                      

Photograph by Sian James and information courtesy of the

Quesnel Advisor

 Historic Quesnel Landmark saved                              

                                                                                                                                            

 

Dick Harris, Mem ber of Parliament for Cariboo-Prince

George announced $1,759,000 to help cover the estimated

$2.16 million bill for the repair and renovation of the Fraser

Bridge in Quesnel.    The City is supplying $400,000 for the

project.                                                                               

                                                                                    

Mayor Mary Sjostrom , who  accepted the cheque on behalf

of the City and the

Quesnel Community

a n d  E c o n o m i c

D e v e l o p m e n t

C o r p o r a t i o n ,

described the historic

foot bridge as “a

critical piece of the

R i v e r f r o n t  T r a i l

network that is a

living piece of history

spanning generations in Quesnel.                                                              

                                                                                                                                                      

  The Fraser Bridge, originally 15 feet wide to provide motor

vehicle access to West Quesnel, was completed in 1929.

The bridge was later narrowed to 12 feet in 1971 when it

was converted to a pedestrian bridge after construction of

the new Moffatt Bridge.  In addition of providing safe

pedestrian access between downtown Quesnel and W est

Quesnel, the bridge is also the focal point of a tourism plan.

“It is a great project that will entice people to visit and learn

a bit more about our history,” Sjostrom said.                                   
                                                                                                                                        

An inspection in 2008 by W atson Engineering Ltd. Found

several components that needed replacement.  The project

has an estimated $2.16 million budget and will create an

estimated 21 jobs with work s tarting this fall and completion

by the end of March 2010.                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                      

Photograph  by Percy N. Hebert and information courtesy

of the Quesnel Cariboo Observer                                                               

                                                                                                                                                      

Editor’s  note:    It is rewarding to see all levels of the

government working together for the preservation of our

heritage sites and buildings and the promotion of local

history and its attraction to tourism..  Heritage Tourism is

one of the fastest growing segments of British Columbia’s

tourism and offers an opportunity for all levels of

governm ent, the local communities and the local heritage

sites, museums, archives, etc. to capitalize on the  tourism

dollars being spent in their community.

                                                                                   9



enjoy of mind

Johnson values the BC Historical Federation. For each for each qualifying member not 
already insured with Johnson who receives a home insurance quote, Johnson Inc. 
will donate $10 to the BC Historical Federation.

MEDOC® Travel Insurance

1.866.606.3362

• Emergency Medical Coverage

• Annual Plans Available

• Trip Cancellation / Interruption 
 Insurance

Home Insurance

1.800.563.0677
(Provide Group ID Code: KG)

• 24-hour Service

• Identity Theft Coverage

• Home Insurance Discount for 
  MEDOC® Policyholders 

Home insurance is available through Johnson Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary. Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company. Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Discount may be available if 
policyholder has MEDOC® Travel Insurance. MEDOC® is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc.  MEDOC® is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and Royal & 
Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For Trip Cancellation insurance to be in effect, the MEDOC Plan must be purchased within 5 
business days of booking your trip or prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip.  A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC® Travel Insurance 
Policy. Certain conditions may apply. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. MVM.MAC.Aug09

www.johnson.ca/bchf

All year, you dream about the chance to get away. Johnson will help you get 
there and enjoy yourself. With MEDOC® Travel Insurance you’ll worry less no 
matter where you go. Plus, we offer exceptional home insurance products and 
services. Contact us today for a prompt quote, and put your mind at ease. 
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