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A Capital idea!

Celebrate B.C.’s 150th birthday
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British Columbia Historical Federation’s
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New Westminster with a field trip to

Fort Langley.

May 8 - 11, 2008
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 From the President’s Desk

The beginning of the year is always a time for looking forward
and we have much to anticipate.  Thanks to the organizational
skills of Brenda Smith, the January Council meeting includes an
all day workshop on Board development so Council members
may learn how to serve you better.

I hope you will agree that it’s A Capital Idea to attend the
Workshops and Annual Conference in New Westminster and
Fort Langley May 8 - 11, 2007.  Jacqueline Gresko, who has
superb knowledge of New Westminster and the lower Fraser
Valley has made great plans for this conference.  Full details
are included with the Newsletter, Issue 40:3 of BC History and
is posted on our website bchistory.ca  where you can download
up to date information and registration forms.

Mark Forsythe, who with Greg Dickson  wrote The Trail of
1858, will be the guest speaker at the banquet.  Many of Mark’s
stories of the Gold Rush and related events are on the CBC
noon hour show.

Some of our Member Societies sponsor one or more of their
members to attend the Conference and we hope that more
Member Societies will consider paying the conference
registration cost.  All Member Societies have a vote at the
Annual General Meeting and can present a brief report on their
Societies events and accomplishments.

I urge you to visit our website bchistory.ca - an encyclopedia of
the BCHF  which is effectively managed by Ron Welwood..  You
will enjoy the many interesting photographs and may have
some old photographs of your community to share.   There are
some lovely photographs of Nelson, the site of the 2009 BCHF
Conference.

I hope to see many of you in New Westminster in May.  Best
wishes to all for a happy 2008.

Sincerely,    Pat Roy,     President.

Website wanderings: Ron Welwood

To enter News, Events or Publications of Member
Societies on the Federation’s website, simple forms
have been designed for submission to the Web
Editor.

News:     things which have happened            
Events:   things which will happen
Short releases will be posted in order to inform
others about news or events happening throughout
the province.  It is up to members to keep these listings up-to-date.
FORMS are available from the “News” section on the website or
http://bchistory.ca/news/events/bchfnews.html

Publications: Member Society imprints will be listed under “publications”
available from the Member’s page.   A “book information form” can be
a c c e s s e d  f r o m  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o r  a t
http://bchistory.ca/membership/publications/bchfpubs.html     This service is
intended to publicize Member Society publications only.

SFU looking for Downtown Eastside stories

WANTED: Your memories of the Downtown Eastside before it disappears
altogether.  Simon Fraser University’s writing program is calling on people to
submit a brief recollection of the area, in writing
and/or photos or artwork, for later display or
publication.

“Everything is being pulled down as
development for the Olympics continues and
there needs to be some collective memory
among us,” said the school’s director, Kathrine
McManus.

One early entry recollected how a  Vancouverite
with her mother had visited “the Army and Navy
surplus stores, Field’s, Woodwards and Woolworth’s and all the stores in
between before heading to Chinatown.”  Another remembered when her
father worked at a Hastings and Cambie jewelry store and she would get
dressed up to meet him to eat sandwiches on the grass at Victory Square.

Submissions are limited to 300 words.  There is no fee to enter.  Mention you
read it in the BCHF Newsletter.  For more information, go to www.sfu.ca or
www.geist.com/memoryfestival-downtown 

To write with a broken pencil is pointless.

The roundest Knight at King Arthur’s round table was 

Sir Cumference.

News:
http://bchistory.ca/news/events/bchfnews.html
http://bchistory.ca/membership/publications/bchfpubs.html
http://www.sfu.ca
http://www.geist.com/memoryfestival-downtown


Welcome to our new members:

United Empire Loyalists Assn. of Canada ( Vanc’r Branch}
The Bob Stewart Archives (United Church BC Conference}

Vancouver [Affiliate]
Ama Liisaos Heritage Trust Society - Mission [Affiliate]
Don Wilson - Regina SK   [Associate]

United Empire Loyalists Assn of Canada [Vanc’r Br]
for those who want to know more about this exciting period
of Canadian history, who are interested in genealogy or to
those who believe they are related to a Loyalist .

The Bob Stewart Archives holds records of Methodist,
Presbyterian and Congregational Churches within British
Columbia prior to 1925 and of the United Church of Canada
after 1925.  Holdings run from 1859 to present, but most
records date from 1895 to 1995.

Ama Liisaos Heritage Trust Society working for the
restoration and preservation of the Church of the Holy
Cross “The Skookumchuk Church” Skatin, B.C.  Information
and pictures http://www3.telus.net/public/a3a01408/HC.html

Don Wilson of Regina SK was the 2007 winner of the
BCHF Website Award www.crosnest-highway.ca  

We welcome our new members who add to the interest and
diversity of the BC Historical Federation representing 115
Societies, Affiliates and Associates with a membership of
17,303 working for the preservation of British Columbia’s
history.  A complete listing of all BCHF members is on our
website   www.bchistory.ca 

Vancouver Historical Soc.  Upcoming speakers

Thurs. Feb. 28.08 7:30 pm - speaker Larry Grant
Musqueam - First People of Vancouver

Thurs. March 27.08 7:30 pm - speaker Willis Louie
Inside the H.Y. Louie Family

At the Vancouver Museum - 1100 Chestnut St.  (Free)

Has someone in your community made a significant
contribution to the study, promotion or restoration of
British Columbia’s history?

Tony Cox of the Recognition Committee has
enclosed a Nomination Form for Certificate
of Merit and/or Certificate of Appreciation.
Information and eligibility are outlined on the
form.  For further information contact Tony at
recognition@bchistory.ca   Remember the
deadline for submissions is March 1st, 2008.

The BCHF Newsletter is published quarterly.

Co-Editors Ron Hyde newsletter@bchistory.ca
Ron Welwood webeditor@bchistory.ca. 

To get a copy of the Newsletter mailed to you for 4 issues,  send  $5
cheque payable  to BCHF and mail to:
OR to forward information for the Newsletter by mail: 

Newsletter c/o Ron Hyde
#20 - 12880 Railway Avenue  - Richmond, B.C.  V7E 6G2

Prints from CPR Magic
Lantern Slides

1885-1930

The Simon Fraser University Gallery presents an affordable
opportunity to see prints from historical CPR magic lantern
slides that were originally produced to promote tourism and
immigration to Canada.  The hand-colored slides have been
scanned, restored in Photoshop and converted to digital print
form by Vancouver artist and magic lantern slide collector
Michael Lawlor from a selection made by Mr. Lawlor and SFU
Gallery Director Bill Jeffries.

The prints are available for exhibition and will be of interest to
new Canadians, theorists or analogue to digital transfers,
archivists and anyone wishing to see glimpses of Canada’s
past.  There are 50 works with images 15 x 20 inches with
frames 23 x 27 inches with display space requirement of 80 to
120 running feet for the 50 self titled works.

Images are available by email.  For full information contact the
SFU Gallery at   gallery@sfu.ca   or phone 778.782.4266.

Steveston’s History Highlighted by BC150 Grant

The Gulf of Georgia Cannery National Historic Site has received a grant from
the Pride in our Communities, BC150 Years Local Museums program to
produce a children’s book about the cannery was announced by MLA John
Yap of Richmond-Steveston.

“The Gulf of Georgia Cannery is an integral part of the story of Steveston, and
a perfect example of the kind of culture and history we are highlighting
throughout 2008 as we celebrate the 150th anniversary
of  B.C.’s founding as a Crown Colony” said Mr. Yap.
“The Gulf of Georgia Cannery celebrates our West
Coast fishing heritage and the book this grant
supports will help us share that heritage with a new
generation of residents and visitors”.

The $4,700 grant will go towards production of a book
“My Monster Cannery Adventure” - a richly illustrated children’s book which
follows a 10 year old boy around 1903 Steveston and its canneries.

The Province of B.C. and the BCMA have announced the recipients for the
Pride in Our Communities grants program that will be helping 39
organizations in communities throughout the province highlight their history
as part of the BC150 Years celebrations.

Members are urged to check the BCMA website and with their local MLA for
information on grants or assistance that may be of interest to your community.
For information on BC150 Years events and programs, visit
www.bc150.gov.bc.ca

 

Certificate of Appreciation 

After being nominated at the 2007awards announced
at the AGM in Victoria, a Certificate of 
Appreciation was presented to Chris Garrish by Ron
Hyde in Penticton, B.C.  

Chris was the Web Master for the BCHF for many
years and for a few years undertook the web duties
while working In Australia.  Chris now works and lives
in Penticton with his young family.  Thanks, Chris, for
your help and assistance with our web site.
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