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Rick Hansen Secondary School in Abbotsford
with workshops, marketplace, visual displays and six 

featured speakers

full details on www.abbygs.ca

THE B.C. ARCHIVES WILL BE CLOSED
MAY 7  THRU  12

If you were planning on doing some research while in Victoria,
stay over after the conference, it reopens on Monday the 14th 
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 From the President’s Desk

Our members have been busy during the last few months, although
much of the activity has been behind the scenes.  As mentioned in
the last Newsletter, Ron Welwood, Chairman of our Web
Committee, and our new webmaster, Alistair Fraser, have brought
our bchistory website up to date and are now redesigning it.  Some
of the changes are definitely behind the scenes and only a “techie”
will understand them, but the public face will also be undergoing
some changes.  A very big “thank you” to both of them.  Do watch for
the changes at www.bchistory.ca 

Our last Newsletter also mentioned the CBC’s Almanac’s Gold Rush
project.  The deadline for submissions has been extended to April
15th.  The easy way to submit a story is to go to
www.cbc.ca/bcalmanac and click on Gold Rush Connection.  Do
remember to identify yourself as a member of the BCHF.

I look forward to seeing you in Victoria in May.

Patricia Roy
President, BC Historical Federation.

        New underground tunnel completed

The Sullivan Mine and Railway
Historical Society celebrated
the running of a full train
through the new underground
tunnel which passed with flying
colors.  The surface work on
the rail line extension has been
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  t h e
underground mining displays
are underway.

The new  attraction will open
this spring and is expected to be a big tourist draw.  The project was
funded under the Canada/BC Infrastructure program and Teck
Cominco Ltd.

Those who attended the BCHF Conference in Kimberley will recall
the exciting train ride and tour hosted by the Sullivan Mine and
Railway Historical Society.  If you vacationing in the Kootenays this
year be sure to stop by for a historic train ride and tour.

                 The History of B.C. Packers

The Richmond Museum is developing a virtual museum which is called
In Their Words which will tell the story of B.C. Packers from the
perspective of the people who worked there. 

In the 1880's, there were three canneries in Steveston and by 1899
there were 15.  By the late 1890s there were more than 50 fish
canneries along the B.C. coast and the intense competition that resulted
drove many canneries to the brink of financial collapse.

In 1902, the B.C. Packers
Association was formed and
bought 42 canneries and by
1905, the company had closed
down all but 15.  The
company’s Steveston operation
was a major employer in
Richmond until it closed in
1997.  The Imperial Landing
site was rezoned for waterfront
condos and as part of the
redevelopment agreement, the
company donated its archives,
900 artifacts and $200,000 to
the city for the development of a museum display.

The development of the virtual museum website will cost $179,439 with
the Department of Canadian Heritage covering the lion’s share with a
grant of $106,853 with the balance coming from the City of Richmond,
Richmond School District and the Gulf of Georgia Cannery.  The
website is directed at school children and is intended to be an
educational tool.  A team of 30 people are developing the new website
which is scheduled to be launched at the end of March.  In April check
it out at    www.intheirwords.ca   

PICTURE: An unloading crew using peughs to throw salmon from a
boat into BC Packers Cannery.  City of Richmond Archives 1978.34.19
 

Auditor General Sheila Fraser released a Status Report on February
13th which includes a chapter on the conservation of historic buildings
owned by the federal government.  While Parks Canada has made
some progress since her 2003 report, Ms. Fraser says in a media
release that the government is still not doing enough for federal heritage
property managed by other departments.

“The loss of heritage buildings and sites means that future generations
will no longer have access to significant aspects of our history,” Ms.
Fraser said.  “It is therefore important that the federal government
strengthen its conservation regime for built heritage and set priorities to
decide which heritage buildings and sites should be -preserved.”

http://www.bchistory.ca
http://www.cbc.ca/bcalmanac
http://www.intheirwords.ca


Welcome to our new Members

- West Vancouver Historical Society
- The Friends of St. Ann’s Academy, Victoria

              - Tumbler Ridge Museum Foundation
The B.C. Historical Federation represents 113 Societies,
Affiliates and Associates with a membership of 12,200+

working for the preservation of British Columbia’s history.

W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarships

The BCHF awards two scholarships annually for essays
written by students at BC colleges or universities on a topic

relating to British Columbia history.  A $750 scholarship for an
essay written by a student in a first or second year course and

a $1,000 scholarships for an essay written by a student in a
third or fourth year course.

All essays must be on a topic relating to the history of British
Columbia.  Full details on www.bchistory.ca

Deadline is 15 May 2007

BCHF Newsletter             mail - c/o Ron Hyde    
                                          #20 - 12880 Railway Ave

Comments & suggestions to       Richmond, B. C. V7E 6G2

Co-Editors   Ron Hyde              rbhyde@shaw.ca
      Ron Welwood             r-fwelwood@shaw.ca 

Heritage Award presented to Annette Fulford

For the past ten years, Annette
Fulford has written and edited
the Maple Ridge Historical
Soc ie ty Fami ly  Histo ry
Newsletter, which is widely
circulated throughout the
community and to genealogy
organizations.  Using a variety
of  research too ls  and
techniques, she has been a
tremendous resource to others
seeking to record their family
trees.

Annette Fulford receives
award from acting Mayor
Ernie Daykin.

                      WHILE AT THE VICTORIA CONFERENCE
                                 DON’T MISS THESE EXHIBITS

TITANIC - THE ARTIFACT EXHIBIT with over 280 artifacts from the
final resting place of the Titanic.  The
exhibit runs from April 14th thru October
14th at the Royal British Columbia
Museum.  A Titanic gift shop will be
open offering books and mementos
related to the exhibit.

Reserved entry time tickets on sale in
person at the door or on line at

www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca.  Plan ahead and order your tickets for
a time that fits your schedule. The RBCMuseum is just four blocks
from the Conference site.

STEAMSHIP TRAVEL IN B.C.  - The Maritime Museum of B.C. have
mounted an exciting exhibit of pictures, memorabilia and artifacts
from the many ships that serviced the communities on the west
coast of B.C. For the B.C. historian and those who have fond
memories of the Canadian Pacific Steamships and Union
Steamships, this exhibit is one you won’t  want to miss.  The
Maritime Museum is located at 28 Bastion Square which is 15
minute walk from the Conference site. Open daily 9:30 am - 4:30 pm.

 AROUND THE PROVINCE

TOUCHSTONES NELSON new museum opening was a great success
with over 3,000 people visiting over a four day period. For the first two
months of operation, Touchstones had 600+ paid admissions.

The exciting new facility has generated a membership boom to nearly
800 with a city population of less than 10,000.   

VANCOUVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY has been reviewing the incredible
collection in the Vancouver CBC Archives and
recently had Archivist Colin Preston presenting some
of their treasures.  While CBC opened their TV
studios in 1953, the collection also includes footage
of Vancouver and its residents, shot by professional
film companies and amateurs alike.

A recent presentation by Colin Preston to the VHS
included coverage of King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth being driven down Georgia Street in 1939
as thousands lined the sidewalks and cheered.
Everything is in motion, showing the hustle and bustle of 60 and 70 years
ago.  A fascinating peek into Vancouver’s past.

KAMLOOPS HERITAGE RAILWAY SOCIETY enjoyed another very
successful year in 2006 and are looking into the
possible purchase of another two coaches to add
to its rolling stock.  The group of 200+ members
logged over 12,000 volunteer hours in 2005.  If
you are traveling to the Kamloops area this
summer, be sure to take in the historic train ride.

bchistory.ca

A new, improved website is currently under construction and should be
launched by the end of spring.  Negotiations are underway to change our
internet service provider to provide the Federation more flexibility.

Alistair Fraser, our web designer and Ron Welwood have spent
countless hours on this project and the Federation is very grateful for
their volunteer expertise.

The web designers are looking for free use of historic photographs and
especially panoramas from around the province to display on the site.
A description of the photographs and sources will be acknowledged.
Please forward to Ron Welwood at r-fwelwood@shaw.ca

http://www.bchistory.ca
mailto:rbhyde@shaw.ca
mailto:r-fwelwood@shaw.ca
http://www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca
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