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From the President’s desk

Happy New Year to all!

Although much is going on behind the scenes, notably the work of
our Education Committee and of our co-hosts the Victoria Historical
Society and the Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria, for the  Annual
Conference on 10-13 May, the public activities of the BCHF were
relatively quiet during the fall.

I am pleased to announce that thanks to the work of Ron Welwood
and Allistair Fraser, our website bchistory.ca is now up to date.

We wrote to various federal and provincial MP’s, MLA’s and other
officials protesting the cut in the Museums Assistance Program and
received several acknowledgments of our letters.

Mark Forsyth, CBC’s BC Almanac is still looking for stories and
vignettes about B.C.’s gold rush - first hand accounts from you or
your ancestors.  Check out the full story in our September 2006
Newsletter or at www.cbc.ca/bcalmanac.

We were all saddened to learn of the death in December of Anne
Yandle, one of the stalwarts of the BCHF.  Our sympathy goes to her
brothers and her many firends.

Patricia Roy
President, BC Historical Federation.

Anne Yandle 1930 - 2006

It is with sadness that we advise of the
death of Anne Yandle who died of
cancer on December 12th, 2006 after a
short illness.

Anne was born near Ballymoney,
Northern Ireland on December 27, 1930
where she grew up with her two brothers
Robert and David.  Anne received her
B.A. and B.Com at Trinity College Dublin
before coming to Canada in the late
1950s.  She worked briefly at the
Vancouver Public Library before
attending McGill University School of
Librarianship.  Her career as a member
of the Special Collections Division of the
U.B.C. Library began in July 1961.  At
the time of her retirement in 1991, Anne had developed one of the
most outstanding research collections in North America with special
emphasis on British Columbia history and literature.

Soon after settling in Vancouver, Anne joined the Vancouver
Historical Society where she became one of the most active
members.  Anne’s love for history, especially that of British
Columbia, was always reflected in her work.  As W. Kaye Lamb
wrote in 1937, “any country worthy of a future should be interested
in the past”.

One of the most important projects was the Vancouver Bibliography
which was published in four volumes in 1986.  It is now on-line at the
University of British Columbia as a result of Anne’s efforts.

Anne and her husband Phil published and edited the BC Historical
News (now BC History) for more than ten years.  Anne also began to
edit the book review section of the News which she continued until her
death.  After her retirement, Anne and her friend Jill Rowland
established Marco Polo Books.  The collection was always heavily
oriented to BC history and travel and Anne always participated in the
Book Fair at the BCHF Conferences.

Anne lived life to the fullest, enjoying travel, music, theater, opera and
outdoor activities.  While Anne maintained membership in many
societies, she was most active in the Vancouver Historical Society and
the B.C. Historical Federation.  Anne will be sadly missed.

With thanks to Melva Dwyer who kindly shared this memorial with us
and to BC Bookworld’s website for the picture of Anne Yandle.

Lost Time Capsule is Found!

In 1936, David Spencer’s Department Store on Hastings St. celebrated
Vancouver’s Jubilee Year by putting
together a time capsule: ‘a four foot
square  chest made of British Columbia
red cedar, that most durable wood’ filled
with news of the day, photos, letters and
other mementos to be opened at the
City’s centennial in 1986.  At that time it
was announced that the chest had
disappeared and nobody knew of its
whereabouts.

Spencer’s sold their elegant art deco
flagship store at 515 West Hastings St. to Eatons in 1948 who bought
it sight unseen and then removed
absolutely every trace of anything that
could possibly look like Spencer’s.

When Eatons moved to the Pacific Central
Mall, it held a big auction to sell off much of
the things from the old store’s inventory.
Jim Breckenridge happened by the auction
and bought some cardboard boxes filled
with papers and things. He subsequemty
moved to Coburg, Ontario.   In 1986 the
Vancouver Museum  expressed interest in
seeing the materials, but nothing transpired
at that time.

When Mr. Breckenridge planned a trip to
Vancouver in 2006, he contacted the Vancouver Historical Society who
ultimately met with him and received the many items.  The VHS will be
meeting with the Vancouver Museum and the City Archives to find a
permanent home where the capsule’s contents will be safe yet
accessible to the public.

With thanks to the Vancouver Historical Society Newsletter 46:3 and
the Vancouver Sun November 13, 2006.

http://www.cbc.ca/bcalmanac.


Welcome to our new Affiliate Members

- Mountain View Cemetery - Vancouver
- 5th (B.C.) Regiment RCA Museum & Archives

                                715 Bay Street  - Victoria

The B.C. Historical Federation represents 113 Societies, Affiliates
and Associates with a membership of 12,200+ working 

for the preservation of British Columbia’s history.

BCHF Newsletter             mail - c/o Ron Hyde    
                                          #20 - 12880 Railway Ave

Comments & suggestions to       Richmond, B. C. V7E 6G2

Co-Editors   Ron Hyde              rbhyde@shaw.ca
      Ron Welwood             r-fwelwood@shaw.ca 

Editor’s note:   

This article brought back such great memories of the old Spencer’s
Store on Hastings Street with its magnificent front oval display
window.  A must see at Christmas was to watch the animated
Christmas display in their front windows.  Remember the chairs in
front of the elevators, the noisy wooden cogged escalators and the
‘drink you eat with a spoon’?  If you are a mature Vancouverite, this
will bring back memories when everyone shopped downtown.

Thanks to Jim Breckenridge from Cobourg Ontario for bringing home
a bit of Vancouver’s history and rekindling many fond memories of
the David Spencer’s Department Store. 

Dr. Jean Barman shares her Best Article Award
with Gabriola Historical and Museum Society

Dr. Jean Barman was the winner of the Best
Article award for her article “Lost Nanaimo -
taking back our past” which appeared in BC
History Vol.38:3.

As the article originally appeared in the
Society’s Shale magazine, Jean wanted to
share the award with the Gabiola Historical
and Museum Society

Nick Doe, editor of Shale with Best Article Award

MACKIN MUSEUM
Coquitlam’s Heritage, Doll & Toy Museum

Mackin House was built in 1909 by the lumber company at Fraser
Mills as a residence for H.J. Mackin, its
general sales manager.  Located in
Maillardville, the only identifiably
francophone settlement west of the
Rockies, it remained the official home of
senior management until 1961.  The
City of Coquitlam acquired the house in
1970 and declared it a heritage site in
1985.

The City and the Coquitlam Heritage Society chose Mackin House
for the Coquitlam Museum and restored the building to its original
1910-30 condition and furnished it to
represent the styles of a home of this
stature, complete with a delightful
heritage garden.

Local artifacts and a superb collection
of 19th and 20th century toys are
featured in the Gallagher Room while
the circa 1910 girls’ bedroom, named
the Kingsbury Room, houses an
extensive collection of dolls including
several of Shirley Temple and Barbara Ann Scott.  The amazing
Dower House doll house took eight years to build.

The Antonio Paré Salon is a historian’s and genealogist’s delight
with pictorial displays, documents and artifacts from the original
towns of Fraser Mills, Maillardville and Coquitlam.  The room
honours more than ten years of work by local historian and author
Antonio (Tony) Paré.

The Coquitlam Heritage Society maintains the museum with the help
of many volunteers and a professional museum manager.  Mackin
House Museum  - Coquitlam’s Heritage, Doll and Toy Museum is
located in Maillardville’s Heritage Square at 1114 Brunette Avenue
and is open to the public Tues thru Sat from 1 to 4 pm. Phone 604-
516-6151 or email at makin.house@telus.net  and check out their
website full pictures and information www.mackinhouse.ca 

                    
                The Orkney Connection
www.BuyOrkney.com promotes the Orkney Islands and its inhabitants,
including biographies of Orcadians who emigrated to Canada.  Patricia
Long solicits your help to assemble these biographies and, at present,
seeks information on Samuel Robertson of Maple Ridge.  She would
be pleased to hear from anyone with information on him or any other
Orcadian-Canadian.  Contact:   patlong@orkmail.com 

News to note 

Vancouver Historical Society report the passing
of John Crosse and Gordon Elliott.

The Victoria Historical Society and the Old
Cemeteries Society of Victoria have supplied us
with a copy of the Conference package which is
included with this Newsletter.  As there is
limited space on some tours,and if you are
planning to attend, you should consider sending
in your registration as soon as possible.  The
Conference Workshops information is also
enclosed and space is limited for both

presentations.

Frances Gundry has taken over as Book Review Editor for BCHistory.
Please send any books for review to her c/o P.O. Box 5254, Station B.,
Victoria, B.C.   V8R 6N4.

Ramona C. Boyle, presently teaching in China, won the $750 W. Kaye
Lamb Essay Scholarship for an essay written by a student in a third or
fourth year course.  She wrote her essay, “The Hudson’s Bay Company
in Barkerville: 1867-1871" for a course taught by Richard Mackie at the
University of Victoria.  Congratulations to Ramona and Richard..

There were no submissions from first or second year students.  Please
encourage any students you know to consider submitting an essay for
the prize.  Information can be found on www.bchistory.ca.

We have been advised that the Museums Assistance Program has
funding for 2007 and 2008 and applications will be accepted shortly.
This program has not been cancelled but funding was cut by 50%. 
Check the Museums Assistance Program website for full information
and updates.  Quickest is to Google “Museums Assistance Program”
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