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Welcome to our new  Members 

          - Greater Vernon Museum & Archives
          - Peachland Little Schoolhouse Society
          - S.S. Master Society
      

The B.C. Historical Federation represents 104 Societies and
Affiliates with a membership of 10,729  working for the

                 preservation of British Columbia’s history.                    
                                                                                                       

From the President’s desk

In this farewell column as BC Historical Federation President, I would
like to thank Council, committees and member societies for their
teamwork promoting British Columbia history.  In the last three years
we have made significant achievements increasing Federation
membership and enhancing BC History magazine, the Newsletter,
website, pre-conference workshops and conferences.

Workshop funding came through grants from Canada’s National
History Society, BC Ministry of Government Service, the BCMA and
HSBC.  The BCHF also received a seat on the new Land Titles and
Survey Authority Stakeholder Advisory Committee and an invitation
to consult with the Heritage Branch on the 2008 BC 150 celebrations
and Simon Fraser and David Thompson anniversaries.

We look forward to challenges and opportunities and expanding our
activities across the province - let’s consider a workshop or
conference in Northern B.C., Prince Rupert or the Peace River.  We
solicit our members to make nominations for website; scholarship;
and for the Federation’s new Certificate of Merit and Appreciation
Awards.

Pat Roy and I have been working with the BC Social Studies
Teachers Assn and the Association for Canadian Studies for their
Oct. 20-22, 2006 joint conference in Vancouver on Teaching and
learning Canadian History.  Working together we would like to get
more B.C. history into the Social Studies curriculum.  In many areas,
historical societies work with the Historica Fairs promoting school
students’ history projects.  Consider nominating a social studies
teacher from your community for the Governor General’s Award for
Excellence in Teaching History of Canada.  Information @
HistorySociety.ca.

Consider nominating a person, place or event for recognition by the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.  The Board is
promoting recognition of Aboriginal peoples, women and
ethnocultural groups in particular.  We will be asking for your support
for several nominations going forward from the BCHistorical
Federation.

Thank you all for your excellent support and co-operation during the
past three years.

Jacqueline Gresko
President, BC Historical Federation

 

Northern Perspectives: The photographs of Mary Fallis
Erika Hernandez - Northern BC Archives

A recent photo collection in the Geoffrey R. Weller Library’s Northern
BC Archives is to be made publicly accessible - the Mary Fallis
“fonds” - a collection of 4,500 photographic images, postcards, letters,
personal diaries, yearbooks and scrapbooks documenting various
aspects of British Columbia’s
northern landscape over the
past 50 years.

The creator of this material
was Mary Millicent Fallis
(1912-1999), a life member of
Alpine Club of Canada,
founding member of the
College of New Caledonia’s
English Department and
Friend of the University of BC.

Ms. Fallis’ photographic skills in capturing issues of regional 
significance such as botanical diversity, industrial evolution and its
environmental impacts, variation in seasonal riparian vegetation and
water level and ecological and sociological studes of northern
environments will greatly enrich the primary resear ch material offered
by the UNBA.  For additional information search “Mary Fallis fonds”
on      http://library.unbc.ca/UNBCArchives/web/default.html 

Jacqueline Gresko - 2006 VHS Award of Historical Merit 

The Vancouver Historical Society’s luncheon was held at the
University Golf Club on April 9th to celebrate the 120th anniversary of
Vancouver’s incorporation in 1886 and mark the Society’s own 70th

birthday, counting from its
1936 formation as the
Vancouver Section of the
BC Historical Association

The Award given to
J a c q u e l i ne  wa s  i n
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h e r
“outstanding contributions
to the understanding and
appreciation of local and
regional history through her
scholarship, teaching and
organizational leadership”.

Congratulations, Jacqueline - well deserved.

Say “yes” to “Informed Consent” on your census form on May 16th

If the question is answered No or left blank, your descendants will be
unable to find information on you in census record.  If a large number
of respondents respond negatively or not at all to this question , it will
destroy the completeness of the records and skew them so that their
value to historical or genealogical researchers will be forever
destroyed.                         Take time to say “YES”

http://library.unbc.ca/UNBCArchives/web/default.html
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Brenda Smith is presented with the Sheila Nickols Heritage
Achievement Award for Community History and Heritage Teaching at
the Maple Ridge Heritage Awards night on Feb. 16th, 2006.

Brenda’s speech after receiving the award:   As a child, in the Peace
River Country, I grew up hearing the stories of a community that had
migrated to that place from all over the world.

For the 25 years that I lived
in the Cariboo, I reveled in
the stories of that region’s
rich past.  As community
l i b r a r i a n  a n d  l a te r ,
community editor, my ear
was tuned to the personal
stories that seldom make the
history books.  Ten years
ago, I chose to live in Maple
Ridge because I recognized
the same pull of community,
the same longing to understand our shared stories that I thrived on in
other homes.

My work with family historians in centred in the certainty that we are
all responsible for telling our community’s story, whether it is the
documenting of the near past of our nuclear family units, or writing the
histories that locate us in the contexts of neighborhood, province and
nation.

I accept the honor of this award on behalf of family and colleagues
who, everyday, teach me the value of our historic connections.

Thanks to Annette Fulford of Maple Ridge Historical Society for
sharing this with us.

Maple Ridge Heritage Commission recognizes Fred

Braches

Fred Braches received an award for publishing history.  Since retiring
as Editor of the BC Historical News, Fred has   undertaken more
writing on the histories of the Whonnock and Maple Ridge areas.

Congratulations Fred and it is good to hear that you continue to
enjoy your writing.

Nelson and District Museum, Archives, Art Gallery
and Historical Society receives 
the Canadian Museum Association’s Award for Outstanding
Achievement in the Philanthropy Category for  MAAG on the Move:
Permanent Exhibition Fundraising Campaign.

The Awards Committee was unanimous in recognizing that their
submission met all the Association’s criteria for outstanding
achievement.  In the context of this year’s competition, this project
was nationally significant, esceeded the current standard of practice
and is a useful example that demonstrates creativity, leadership and
effective use of resources.  These achievements have allowed this
nomination to stand out and merit the CMA Award.

Congratulations and well done, Nelson

A  thirty year old mystery .............

A Ladysmith reader, Armand Caillet has offered a treasure from B.C.’s
past to enhance the original piece of equipment. Thirty years ago Mr.
Caillet was operating the Lantzville Hotel, when his bartender, Dennis
Hardy, brought him an 8" x 8" cast iron name plate Star Drilling Co.

Mr. Hardy described it as a steam drilling rig with all the tools and bits
in place and located in the area east of Likely.  Mr. Hardy was last
known to live in the Burns Lake area.

If anyone has any hints, ideas, or information, please forward to the
Editor and we will pass on to Mr. Caillet who has offered to donate the
name plate to anyone with the drilling rig.   Possibly our friends at the
Horsefly Historical Society can give us some information.

Exciting events by our
Federation members and others

MAY 21 - Delta Museum & Archives
Something Old, Something New; Wedding
clothes and customs.  Wedding customs,
traditions and rituals carry the promise of
happiness and good fortune.  Includes
every wedding detail and a bit of folklore
attached.  May 21 thru Sept. 10

MAY 27 - Colbourne House - 8743 SW Marine, Van.  Guided tours
of the restored and furnished 1920's Marpole area home plus a sale of
old attic treasures.  Sat May 27th 11 am to 2 pm.
Www.marpolehistorical.ca 

May 31 - Gulf of Georgia Cannery - Steveston - Filming of the
Antiques Roadshow with sessions at 9 am and 1 pm.  Advance tickets
only.  Watch for it on CBC TV

May 14 - Sept. 30 - Barkerville Historic Town opens for the season
with guided tours, mining demonstrations, stagecoach rides, live
theatre, gold panning, restaurants, gift shops, etc

.May 1 - Quesnel & District Museum & Archives.  The exhibit will
represent the history, traditions, residential schools, language,
medicinal plants used, photographs past and present, spiritual,
smallpox, epidemic, missionaries, reserves, myths & legends, roles of
women and elders, song/dance/art and social life of the Carrier people.
The first partner is Kluskas one of the four bands that comprise the
Southern Carrier  Nation

Captain George Vancouver, Discovery Journal 

Ted Roberts, a member of the Victoria Historical Society, a noted
expert on the life of Captain Vancouver has just completed his
manuscript on Capt. Vancouver’s work in the Pacific Northwest that
include the works of Galiano and Valdexz.  The regular price is $40.75
but members of the BCHFwill receive a special offer at $35.00.

In addition, Mr. Roberts is offering a free copy of the book to any BCHF
Member Society for their library, or if they don’t maintain a library, they
may pass it on to a school in their area.

Mr. Roberts reminds us that is was Capt. Vancouver that put the
“British” into “British Columbia”.

Members Societies wishing to obatain their copy may contact Mr.
Roberts at:

#3 - 630 Huxley

Victoria, B.C.   V8Z 3X8

or be email: frndsvcr@islandnet.com

mailto:rbhyde@shaw.ca
mailto:welwood@look.ca
http://Www.marpolehistorical.ca
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