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Welcome to our new  Members 

          - Aldergrove Heritage Society
          - Barkerville Historic Town
          - Chilliwack Museum & Historical Society
          - Port Hardy Heritage Society

The B.C. Historical Federation represents 113 Societies and
Affiliates with a membership of 10,346  working for the

                 preservation of British Columbia’s history.               

From the President’s desk

Canada’s National History Society and the Assn. For Canadian
Studies sponsored my attendance at the New Frontiers Conference
in Edmonton.  The conference on Teaching, Learning and
Communicating History included sessions for the PATHS network and
provincial and territorial historical studies.  I had the opportunity to
present a report on our pre-conference workshop program and enjoy
reports from societies across Canada.  Provincial groups reported on
work with historic weeks, websites and virtual tours of historic houses.
The National Conference included a fascinating day on the Teaching
of the Second World War with presentations by Canadian, American,
Japanese, Belgian and German historians.  There were sessions and
displays on the history of Alberta and Saskatchewan celebrating their
centennials in 2005.

On November 19th, I had the pleasure of
representing the BCHF on Douglas Day
in Fort Langley for the unveiling of a
statue of James Douglas.  Bays
Blackhall, the Langley Heritage Society
and the Fort Langley Legacy Foundation
led this project.  The sculptor, Lois
Hannah and John Helmcken, a douglas
descendant, unveiled the statue.
Costumed interpreters from Fort Langley
National Historic Site, the Royal
Engineers Living History Society and the
Langley Heritage Society joined in the
celebration.

  Bays Blackhall & Piper

As we stand at the door of
2006 it is sad to announce
the passing of Gerry
Andrews, Past President of
the BC Historical Federation.
Many old and new members
will remember reading of
Gerry Andrews 100 t h

birthday.  A public memorial
is being planned for the BC
Land Surveyors Conference
in February in Victoria.
Meanwhile our thoughts and       Lois Hannah & Jacqueline
 prayers to out to his daughters Mary and Kristan Andrews.

Now it is time to start planning our travels to Kimberley for the May
2006 BC Historical Federation conference.  The local committee     
have organized a tremendous program.  From coast people like me,
it is important to remember that the conference will be held in the
mountain time zone.

Jacqueline Gresko
President, BC Historical Federation

 

ROCKS, WALKS & TALKS AT KIMBERLEY

The 2006 Annual BCHF Conference  May 4 - 6, 2006 is being
hosted by the East Kootenay Historical Association, Sullivan
Mine & Railway Historical Society and the Kimberley District
Heritage Society.

The Conference package and Registration Form are included with
this Newsletter.  NOTE THAT THE EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
EXPIRES MARCH 15, 2006.

There are some interesting tours in the Conference package and you
might consider staying an extra day or two in the Kootenays and take
in Fort Steel Heritage Town, St. Eugene Mission Resort, Bull River
Fish Hatchery or the optional bus tour of Fernie on Sunday May 6 th.

We look forward to a big turnout from our Society members and don’t
forget, Kimberley is on Mountain time, so don’t be late!!

Hello Operator!     By Bakhshish Gill

An interesting community project by volunteers of the Saturna Island
Tourism Association gives the Saturna
Island community a local telephone book
with numbers of all residences and
businesses on the island as well as
community and emergency numbers.
Funds from the sale of the Directory and
advertising revenue are shared with the
l o c a l
elementary
school who
d r e w  t h e
cover.

Included in the directory is a historical
article about the telephone cables that
were laid between 1927 and 1930 linking
the islands with the Victoria and the
mainland.  Maps. Photographs and
diagrams make this wonderful article by
local resident Bakhshish Gill an
interesting and well researched glimpse
of the history of the telephone in the gulf
islands. 



Steveston Historical Society   by Edith Turner 

In 1905, the Northern Bank of Canada established one of its four B.C.
branches in Steveston.  After several corporate mergers, this pioneer
bank had evolved into the Royal Bank of Canada and the little pre-fab
building constructed by the B.C. Mills Timber and Trading Co. was
just too small to service the financial needs of our growing village.  

Purchased by the City of
Richmond with funds from the
Neighbourhood Improvement
Program and leased to the
Steveston Historical Society, the
empty building underwent a
complete restoration and
opened to the public as the
Steveston Museum and Post
Office in 1979/ In August 2005,
the Historical Society celebrated
the buildings 100th anniversary

with a free community barbecue and live entertainment.

In 2005 the Society undertook the data input of their collection
records into a computer database linked to the Richmond Museum.
This year we are working on completing our collection inventory with
the assistance by the knowledgeable curatorial staff at the Richmond
Museum.

We continue to collect, record and display the memorabilia of
Steveston’s past and to teach our history to children through in-class
programs and guided heritage walks.  We look forward to the next
100 years.

Editor’s note: The lovely commemorative stamps and cancels on mail
to our Member Societies, is through the interest and assistance by
the Steveston Museum’s Post Office and its staff.

Kamloops Heritage Railway Society

Heritage railroading in British Columbia is fast becoming an exciting
component for tourism in B.C.  The KHRS sent us their January
Newsletter “Gathering Steam” which is filled with their many
achievements, rolling stock additions and wonderful plans for many
fascinating train trips in 2006.

The “Armstrong Explorer” offers a 182km round trip from Kamloops
to Armstrong on their steam powered heritage train for a 9 hour tour
which includes two hours for exploring Armstrong.  Other exciting
features for the year are the
Halloween Ghost Train and the
Christmas Trains in addition to
their local runs during the
summer season including a
train robbery on the outskirts of
town.

The KHRS maintains excellent
relationship with CN, CP, Rocky
Mountaineer Vacations and the
KPR.  Last summer they hosted
a special run for Great West
Travel out of Cheshire, 
england.  The Railway Magazine, a British publication with wide
international circulation gave the KVR  and excellent write up noting
Kamloops is home of one of Canada’s finest heritage steam lines -
The Spirit of Kamloops - and I recommend this small but friendly line
to any reader who finds themself in that part of North America.

To date, KVR’s Locomotive 2141 The Spirit of Kamloops has carried
46,123 passengers on 404 trips over 5,663 km which is operated by
a VOLUNTEER Society.  For more information on the many train
tours available visit   www.kamrail.com 

BCHF New sletter -  c/o Ron Hyde -         
             #20 - 12880 Railway Ave
            Richmond, B.C.  V7E 6G2

                                  Comments & suggestions to                  
Co-Editors               Ron Hyde         rbhyde@shaw.ca  
                                 Ron Welwood   r-fwelwood@shaw.ca

The Kogawa House  - and opportunity to save a
piece of the past and to write its future

This Marpole home dates to the beginning of WWI and is one of the
few original houses remaining in the neighborhood and is Joy
Kogawa’s childhood home that inspired her classic novel Obasan.

For Kogawa, the West 64th Avenue home became a symbol of lost
hope and happiness after the 6 year old Joy and her family were
removed from the house and interned in 1942 during World War II.
The house is the central image in Obasan, its sequel about the
redress movement Itsuka, and the children’s story Naomi’s Road,
which is now touring as a Vancouver Opera production to 140 schools
and community centres throught B.C.

Scheduled for demolition, the
Save the Kogawa House
Committee were successful in
having Vancouver City Council
pass a 4 month demolition delay
order and to recognize the
heritage value of the house.
The Committee is using the four
month period to raise funds to
buy the property and convert it
into a major centre for Canadian
and International writers.  The
writers’ organizations supporting
converting Kogawa House into a

writers-in-residence centre include the ten major writing groups as
well as endorsement by Heritage Vancouver, the National Nikkei
Museum and Heritage Centre and the National Association of
Japanese Canadians.

The Save Kogawa House Committee is looking for one thousand
individuals to donate $100 each for the Joy Kowawa Writers-in-
Residence Centre and are soliciting corporations and foundations as
well as the federal government For additional information about the
project and fund raising, check their website www.kogawahouse.com
or by contacting Ann-Marie Metten, Save Kogawa House Committee
at ametten@telus.net 

Note: There is now a pdf version of the Minutes, Comm ittee

Reports  and Society Reports for the BCHF Annual General

Meeting available from http://bchistory.ca/ under “Conference.

 

 2006 Society Membership 
                dues are due
           Remember that this year we

will be publishing a Members’

Directory  which will include a 25

word write up about your Society,

Museum, Site, etc.

 If you need a mem bership renewal

form and Members’ Directory form,

contact Ron Hyde at rbhyde@shaw.ca and we will email you

the forms by return.  Please do it now as the deadline for the

Members ’ Directory is Feb. 15th
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