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From the President’s desk

I hope all member societies of the British Columbia Historical
Federation had a great summer.  En route to a family reunion in
Saskatchewan, my husband and I visited Alberta and Saskatchewan
museums and saw many excellent centennial projects.

On my return, I was reminded that member societies have expressed
interest in planning for B.C.’s 150th birthday in 2008.  David
Thompson’s bicentennial and also Simon Fraser’s bicentennial.  An
invitation came from the Heritage Branch regarding the Ministry of
Tourism Sports and Arts consultations on provincial commemoration
of the province’s 150th birthday in 2008 and David Thompson’s
western explorations.  It is great to see the provincial government
taking the initiative on historical commemoration.  Two more
sessions are scheduled - Sept. 5th at Fort Steele and Sept. 9th at Fort
Langley.

While on the subject of future planning, I would like to suggest
members consider serving on the Council of the Federation or on
Committees.  In 2006, the President, one Vice-President and the
Secretary will be stepping down.  If you would like to attend a
Coouncil meeting to see what is involved, you are welcome to attend
the October 1, 2005 meeting in Richmond or the February 2006
meeting

Jacqueline Gresko

Marpole’s Colbourne House officially opens

The Marpole Museum and Historical Society held their official
opening of the newly restored Colbourne House on May 28, 2005.
The Society and its members were thrilled to achieve this milestone
in bringing a “living heritage” to the Marpole community.

The restoration of the House was
achieved through the efforts of
volunteers, grants and donations
from the community and various
levels of government over a period of
10 years.

Situated at West 71st and Marine
Drive in Vancouver, Colbourne House
was originally built in 1912 in the

Dutch colonial style by Mr. T. Thomas but derives its name from its
longest residents, the Colbourne family.  

The Society’s goal is to display life as it once was.  The house will
also become a
c e n t r e  f o r
c o m m u n i t y
activities such as
open air teas,
outdoor events
and educational
tours for local
students.

  Looking for research         
        information?

“British Columbia Lists” is a good
source of provincial information at
www.rootsweb.com/~canbc/bc.htm  

The list provides links to Census (e.g.
1881 Vancouver Island census - Voters Lists; Directories,
Newspapers and Strays. i.e. BC Voters lists for 1875, 1898; Public
Schools Report 1890; Goals, 1888; Petitions - Female Franchise
1885; stories and pictures.  The web page has links to many
interesting facts relating to the province’s early history.

Although many of the links relate to Victoria and Vancouver Island,
the site includes intriguing resources to other parts of the province.
It provides a fascinating and eclectic mix of early British Columbiana
sources.
   

Cottonwood House gets long term agreement

Cottonwood House on Hwy 26 between Quensel and Barkerville,
entered into a 15 year agreement with the Provincial Government.
The BC Heritage Department will operate Cottonwood House as a
youth project.  The program will operate on
a cost recovery basis and will not be a
liability for School District #28 which has
operated Cottonwood House Historic Site
for the past four years and won the
prestigious National Conference Board of
Canada Award in 2002.

Each year 1000 students gain direct work
experience  at Cottonwood House.  Five
hundred Secondary students participate in
a variety of high school courses and 1000
local elementary students, together with
hundreds of youth from across Western Canada visit the site
annually.

In June, the 1898 Mendelson piano belonging to Agnes Maude Ellen
Boyd, one of the historic home’s original residents, was donated to
Cottonwood by her granddaughter Lorraine Ruault.  This unique
artifact is a wonderful addition to the house’s history and collection.

Exhibits at the Vancouver Maritime Museum

J Torben Karlshoej Gallery features Treasures from the Museum’s
Archives.  Rare and original brochures, sailing schedules and
passenger lists will be some of the items on display from the first half
of the 1900's and a time when oceanic travel brought visitors, new
immigrants and goods to Vancouver and beyond.

The newest exhibit On the Waterfront: Forgotten Images,
Remembered Stories inexorably links Great Vancouver with the sea
and the mighty Fraser River.  Never before published images and
their stories provide an authoritative and lively tour of maritime
history and explores the dynamic relationship between water, people,
ships and events along a working waterfront.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~canbc/bc.htm


Welcome to our new  Members 

- Powell River Historic Museum & Archives Association
- Royal Engineers Living History Society

The B.C. Historical Federation represents 109 Societies and
Affiliates with a membership of 10,010  working for the

preservation of British Columbia’s history.
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Snippets, from “The Valley      
   Spotlight, Princeton 
            Nov. 1, 1949

- Hope-Princeton Highway is completed at
 a cost of $12,000,000 with Official       
Opening to be held at Allison Pass
- Article by U.S. correspondent about “the 
  “Hedley Train” that leaves Oroville, Wash.
  at either 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 9 in the

morning or at 12 high noon.  A runty mixed freight train with a
passenger coach at the end.  After a customs stop at Nighthawk, it
enters the Similkameen Valley where wild goats look down from
6000 ft cliffs.  Then on to Hedley, a little wooden town hunched in
grim suspense in a deep pocket of perpendicular cliffs”
- Greyhound offers 4 trips daily between Vancouver and the  
Okanagan via the new Hope Princeton Highway.  Princeton to   
Vancouver in 6 hours 10 minutes with a $6.00 one way far and   
$10.80 for return fare.

Doukhobor Pioneers seen through lantern slides

A major exhibit at the Doukhobor Village Museum features color
prints from restored lantern slides depicting pioneer settlement
scenes.  The source for the exhibit is rare lantern slides and
negatives from early days of the Doukhobor settlement in British
Columbia and Saskatchewan.

The Doukhobor Village Museum has been archiving autochromes 
for some time.  Many were cracked, some had glass shards and
residue and colors from the starches had begun to run and blotch.
They contain striking scenes of Doukhobor settlement, many not
previously published, but with the advent of digital restoration, they
are presented in their original state.

The exhibit also has a variety of other early images, particularly large
panorama images developed from negatives from the now defunct
Hughes Studio of Trail.  These depict mass meetings involving
hundreds of people as well as view of the Doukhobor villages dated
from 1911 to 1930.

Funding for the exhibit came from Vancouver Foundation, Columbia
Basin Trust, Columbia Power Corporation, BC Arts Council, BC
Hydro, Castlegar Arts Council and the City of Castlegar.

Barkerville Post Office saved (for now)

After near closure this spring, Barkerville’s historic
post office now has a permanent postmaster.
Operating since 1862, it is one of the oldest Post
Offices in British Columbia and is an important link
with the past and with the Barkerville Historic Town.

With the appointment of Rose Baziuk as Mailing
Master, Canada Post should keep the post office
operating at least until Baziuk retires.  Canada
Post’s original concerns were the $3,000 operating
loss in 2003.  It is unfortunate that costs take
precedence over our heritage and history.

The BC Historical Federation at work...

The Federation has received enquiries and assisted researchers and
others over the past few months:

* Archives of Cryptozoology Research, Bainbridge Island, WA -
located and supplied copy of article in 1984 BCHN
* Kootenay Doukhobor Historical Society - obtained information on
procedures to request information from LTO under new structure
* Assisted writer on History of Telephone Service in the Gulf Islands
in the 1920's and 30's.
* Supplied copy of article in BCHN Spring 1982 re invention of the
egg carton to a researcher/writer undertaking a book of interesting
and off beat Canadian inventions.
* Advice and support to the Canadiana Costume Museum and
Archives of B.C. in need of assistance to remain operating and retain
their extensive collection.
* Advice and support to two individuals endeavoring to restore and
retain the integrity of the 1905 North West Mounted Police trail from
Fort St. John to Fort Graham.

In Memorium

Charles Walter Humphries died peacefully June 18, 2005.  Mr.
Humphries retired from UBC in 1998 and was a member of the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.  Tthe S.S. Moyie
and Gulf of Georgia Cannery were declared National Historic Sites
during his tenure.   For several years he served as a judge on the
BC Historical Federation’s Historical Writing Competition.

Kelowna Conference

The Federation’s annual conference in Kelowna May 12 - 15 was a
historian’s delight.  Headquartered in the Laurel Packing House,  it
was the site for  the Board meetings, Book Fair, Banquet and other
activities.  The building also houses the BC Wine Museum and the
BC Orchard Industry Museum displaying over 150 different labels
and wooden apple boxes.

Sixty-seven participants from historical
societies throughout B.C. enjoyed the
hospitality from members of the
Kelowna Historical Society who supplied
us with home baked cookies, muffins,
etc. for the many breaks between
functions.

The two pre-conference workshops were
held in the Kelowna Library
and offered insight and assistance on
working within the Privacy Act and
Dollars and Donors - writing successful
grant applications.            Diane Rogers at BC HF  book table

Interesting tours included The Father Pandosy Mission where the
Kelowna Society members offered a gourmet picnic lunch on the
grounds.  The afternoon offered a tour and wine tasting at the
Summerhill Winery.  A post conference tour was conducted by Boy
Bayes of the Kelowna Pioneers Cemetery.  A very informative
session about the early Chinese and Japanese residents and the
Kelowna 125th Anniversary project to install and replace the
headstones with names and information.  A wonderful project!

mailto:rbhyde@shaw.ca
mailto:r-fwelwood@shaw.ca


“HALCYON, THE CAPTAIN’S PARADISE”

     104 pages with black and        
      white and colored photos

    .... covering the complete history   
      from the time  Captain               
  Sanderson acquired the                
  property and built the first              
  building and pools up to 1955
      when it burnt to the ground

   ..... a ‘must  have’ for those           
   interested in B.C. history at only   
   $25.00 plus $10 bubblepack         
   postage - $10 P&H for two or 
    $12 for three ...a good deal!

              Arrow Lakes Historical Society

             Box  819, Nakusp, B.C.   V0G 1R0

email    alhs@columbiacable.net

                250-265-0110 or 250-265-3323

Photos from the Kelowna Conference

   

             

            

mailto:alhs@columbiacable.net


                                    Kelowna Conference Photos

       

Photo thanks to Brenda Smith, Russ Fuller and Ron Hyde
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