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Welcome to our new  Member

- Historical Map Society of British Columbia

The B.C. Historical Federation represents 105 Societies and
Affiliates with a membership of 10,163 working for the

preservation of British Columbia’s history.

 Historic Travel Guide
INCLUDED WITH THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER
IS THE FEDERATION’S HISTORIC TRAVEL GUIDE
WITH INFORMATION ON HERITAGE SITES AND
MUSEUMS THROUGHOUT B.C.

TAKE THE GUIDE WITH YOU SO YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY CAN ENJOY THE MANY OPPORTUNITIES
TO EXPERIENCE B.C.’S COLORFUL HISTORY.

WHEN VISITING THESE SITES, TELL THEM YOU
SAW IT IN THE B.C.H.F.’S HISTORIC TRAVEL
GUIDE.

From the President’s desk

We are looking forward to seeing historical society members at the
pre-conference workshops and conference in Kelowna, May 12 - 15,
2005.  Kaye Benzer and Bob Hayes and the Kelowna Historical
Society have prepared a great program for the BC Historical
Federation Conference.

The dates of our conference this year allow us to attend Historica
Fairs and display of school student projects taking place May 5 - 8 in
communities across the province.  Vancouver, Richmond and
Creston are hosting Historica Fairs along with BCHF Member
Societies.  More information can be found on www.histori.ca   I
encourage you to get out and enjoy seeing what the historians of the
future are doing to celebrate provincial and national history.

Jacqueline Gresko

Barkerville to get $1.65 million new funding

The Barkerville Heritage Site will receive an additional $1.54 million
in Provincial funding over 3 years in addition to the $2 million
sustaining fund announced last year.

This is welcome news for the future of this historic mining town and
the Barkerville Task Force Group overseeing and operating the site.

The BCHF wrote to Minister Murray Coell last year about the need for
sufficient funding to maintain the Barkerville site.  The Federation also
identified Barkerville as a priority in our submission to the
Government in response to their invitation for input on allocation of
the budget surplus.

The East Kootenay Historical Association

The East Kootenay Historical Association was created in 1953 by a
keen and energetic group from a large geographical area.  In their
early years, they visited numerous historic sites, panned for gold in
creeks that had attracted the first settlers, cleaned and fenced almost
forgotten cemeteries and lobbied the Provincial Government to
preserve Fort Steele.

From 1986 - 1997 the Group lobbied the Provincial Government to
sve the last traces of the 1864 gold rush community up Wild Horse
Creek.  A footpath thru the 72 hectare site attracts tourists and school
classes.

The Association hosted the 1981 BCHF Conference in Cranbrook and
will be hosting the Federation’s 2006 Conference in Kimberley. 
The EKHA guarantees an exciting historical experience.

Metchosin School Museum

The original Metchosin one room schoolhouse opened in the spring
of 1872 and was the first new school building opened in B.C. after
confederation.  With an enrollment of ten children, the school was
used until 1914, reopened in 1942 and officially closed in 1949 but
used for years in the 1950's.

Operated by the Metchosin School
Museum Society, the Museum has an
archival pictorial record of past pupils
and teachers from 1893 to 1993.  In
addition, school photos of East Sooke
and Rocky Point Schools are part of the
Museum’s collection.

A wide range of artifacts from the early days at Metchosin School are
on display.  The collection includes slates; inks and pens; a large
portrait of Queen Victoria with a wonderful story on how it was
awarded to the school; models of ships, plus much, much more.

Stories of early Metchosin are offered in the Museum’s book
“Footprints” - a history of Metchosin families arriving mid to late
1800's.  Information on the school and pupils are in another book
“The First Hundred Years”.

The Metchosin School Museum is located at 4475 Happy Valley
Road, Victoria and is open for viewing free of charge every Saturday
and Sunday April 15 thru October 15 from 1:30 to 4:30 pm.

Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society receives
Spirit of B.C. Funding....

The Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society received Spirit of BC funding 
to commission a multi-media project called “ALMOST GONE” from
the artist Florence Debeugny.  Debeugny’s project focuses on historic
canneries along the BC coast in their various states of preservation
or decay.  Through photography, poetry, personal interviews and
music, she considers and explores ideas of performance.  “ALMOST
GONE” will be launched at the Gulf of Georgia Cannery in April.

http://www.histori.ca


Two interesting pre-conference workshops

  - PIPA Implementation Training
how the Privacy Act affects non-profit societies
and how to address privacy issues with
membership forms, newsletters, etc.

   - DOLLARS AND DONORS
how to write a successful grant proposal

   Thursday May 12th, 2005 in Kelowna

   REGISTRATION HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO APRIL 25TH

      FULL INFORMATION & FORM         bchistory.ca

The Heritage Society of British Columbia
advises that the Heritage Legacy Fund has
received a $500,000 additional grant from

the Provincial Government.

BCHF New sletter -  c/o Ron Hyde -         
             #20 - 12880 Railway Ave
            Richmond, B.C.  V7E 6G2

                         Comments & suggestions to                  
Co-Editors   Ron Hyde         rbhyde@shaw.ca  

                     Ron Welwood   r-fwelwood@shaw.ca   

     British Columbia Historical Federation
          AGM and Conference

   Celebrating Kelowna’s 100th Anniversary

   Kelowna Conference May 12 - 15, 2005

     Check out the many functions, tours, workshops, etc
          and enjoy a few days in the sunniest city in the

              Okanagan

                           There is still time to register!

   Full information and registration form is on our website
                                    bchistory.ca

“Whistle Farm” a new feature exhibit by the
Nanaimo District Museum

Whistle Farm, located 40 km from downtown Nanaimo is a retro-
spective look at Bob Swanson and his many accomplishments.
Fascinated by steam whistles, Bob tinkered with the length and
diameter of the barrels as he ‘tuned’ his inventions.  Today they are
heard on ships and locomotives around the world. 

Bob Swanson  assembled the ten
O’Canada horns that were on the BC
Hydro Building in Vancouver, each horn
signified one province.

Visitors to the Whistle Farm will also be able to hear many of Bob’s
inventions and experience the sights and sounds of the steam donkey
at the farm through rare images that have not been seen for over
three decades.

For additional information, contact Nanaimo District Museum at 250-
753-1821.  Also check out their excellent website
www.nanaimomuseum.ca  

This month in B.C. History

April 23, 1944 - Vancouver Famous comedian Jack Benny and his
crew are in Vancouver to boost sales for Canada’s sixth Victory Bond
drive.  A highlight of the visit is a live network radio broadcast of his
regular Sunday night half-hour.  In addition to Benny on the show,
were Mary Livingstone, “Rochester” and
Dennis Day.  A Vancuver audience
applauded and cheered throughout the
program.

A guest appearance by then Vancouver
mayor Jack Cornett provided a chance for
Benny to complain about the “25 cent bridge
toll” which means the comedian won’t be
able to visit the “Grouse Mountain Chalet.”
Earlier in the broadcast, Rochester is excited to have learned that for
$10.00 US he’s given change for $11.00 Cdn.  Benny  muses about
remaining in Canada.  He died in Los Angeles in late 1974 at age 80.
 Sources: CKNW radio, Vancouver City Archives, “Sunday Night at
Seven: The Jack Benny Story” by Benny and his daughter Joan, a
Warner book.
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Around the Province:

from the BC Archives Newsletter.  One area where more work
needs to be conducted is the seemingly unexplainable decline in
archives attendance.  For the BC Archives, our on-site attendance
has dropped of significantly within the past few years. 

For nearly a decade, attendance hovered around the 10,000 to
11,000 visits.  Two years ago, it dropped below 10,000 and last year
a further 23% decrease.  Many archives in the United States are
reporting drops of 20 to 30% in research attendance over the past
decade.  Many suspect the digitalization of holdings seems to be the
root of the decline as online access grows.  As we gather more
information on this interesting shift in North American archives, we
shall let you know what we find out.

Yale and District Historical Society are pleased to announce The
Third Annual Fraser Canyon Basketry Workshop in Historic Yale,
August 26 - 28, 2005.  The “Fraser Canyon Roots”, is an aboriginal
basketry and cultural workshop designed for the interested novice: an
introduction to the N’Laka’pamux culture of coiled cedar root baskets,
pine needle baskets, traditional and guest speakers and some really
good food, including a salmon feast.

The three day workshop is $225 which includes meals and materials
(but not accommodation).  For complete information phone 604-863-
2324 or email ydhs@uniserve.com  or mail Historic Yale Museum, PO
Box 74, Yale, B.C.  V0K 2S0  

Britannia Beach Historical Society operating as the BC Museum of
Mining have received support from the Provincial and Federal
Governments for a new Infrastructure Project for Britannia Beach’s
Historic Mill, a National Historic Site and to assist the Society’s efforts
to preserve its historic significance.
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