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Welcome to our new Members and Affiliates

- Barriere & District Heritage Society
- Chinese Canadian Historical Society of B.C.
- Coquitlam Heritage Society
- Electrical Heritage Society of B.C.
- Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society
- Quesnel & District Museum & Archives 
- Royal Agricultural & Industrial Society of B.C.
- Whistler Museum and Archives
- White Rock Museum and Archives

The B.C. Historical Federation represents 104 Societies
and Affiliates with a membership of 10,138 working for
the preservation of British Columbia’s history. 

From the President’s desk

During the past two years, members societies and the Federation’s
Council have expressed concern regarding the move of the Land Title
Registry & Surveyor-General’s Branch and their historical records
from government control to a new agency.  The documents represent
approx. 90% of records relating to land in the province and 160 years
of our history such as mining and land settlement, married women’s
properties and rebuilding of communities after fires.

From the 2004 Nanaimo Conference land titles discussion, the BCHF
took up the concerns with the B.C. Government which resulted in a
heritage coalition of academics and heritage associations stressing
their concerns as a group representing many citizens and societies
throughout the province.

Geoff Plant, Attorney General, was copied on all correspondence and
encouraged the BCHF to seek a nominee to the advisory board for
the new authority.  In December, Ron Hyde and I discussed with
Godfrey D. Archbold, Chief Executive Office of the new Land Title
and Survey Authority, the concerns of the BCHF and the heritage
coalition re in inventory of records, archival storage, public access,
etc.  The Federation received an invitation from Mr. Archbold to
appoint a member to the Stakeholder Advisory Committee which will
advise him and the Board of Governors.  Consultation with Council
led to the nomination of our President as the BCHF representative to
the Stakeholder Advisory Committee.

I attended the launch of the new authority in Victoria on January 21,
2005 which took place during the centennial conference of the
Corporation of Land Surveyors of B.C.  I will be attending the first
Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting where there will be an
opportunity to present the concerns of the historical community in
B.C. to the committee

Jacqueline Gresko
.

Dixon Entrance Maritime Museum Society

The village of new Masset sits at the north end of Haida
Gwaii/Queen Charlotte Islands.  An important island port for a
large northern fishing fleet, that would see boats six deep
along the floats.  The Dixon Entrance Maritime Museum,
opened in February, reflects this history in a building built in
1914 as Masset’s first hospital.

The Museum offers a collection of artifacts, photographs and
written histories including the old Naden Harbour Whaling
Station, canneries, hospital and post office.  Listen to Gracie
Fields or Bing Crosby, waltz to gramophone music, see
telegrams that glimpse back at a busy fishing village, browse
the collection of photo albums donated by Town Historian,
Howard Phillips, or read early Life magazines.

At one end of the building is the Jessie Bradley Gallery, a
venue for local art shows, special museum displays or
community events including  tea for the Governor General.

The building restoration is almost complete but there is
landscaping to be done and new ideas and displays developed
for profiling some of Masset’s most memorable personalities.
Open daily during the summer and weekends in winter.

Kelowna Conference Update

May is fast approaching - a reminder:
-  have you sent in your Conference Registration?
-  have you sent in your workshop registration?
-  have you booked your accommodation?

There is wide-spread interest in the Kelowna conference but
Registration is limited to 150 and the 3
workshops to 40 each.  This year is
Kelowna’s 100th birthday which is also
being  celebrated in May so
accommodation is at a premium.  The
Conference Committee block booked
some rooms but those numbers are being
used up - the ‘hold’ on these rooms
expires April 15th so if you are planning
on attending,you are urged to “do it now”.

The complete Conference Package was included with the
Newsletter in early January, will be an insert in the first issue
of British Columbia History and is available on bchistory.ca 
We look forward to seeing you at the Conference.

News and notes around B.C.

Vancouver Historical Society adopted their Society logo
nearly 70 years ago with design features typical of the 1930's
(scrolled banners & text, train, logs, etc.)    A Logo Committee
has been created to examine the philosophical basis of the
existing logo.  If a new logo is needed, the committee will
recommend a design to reflect the Society for its 70th birthday
in 2007.
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Delta Museum and Archives are holding a Garage Sale of
Treasures on Saturday April 2nd from 9 am until noon at
5122 - 44th Ave Ladner.   Antiques, collectibles, books, toys,
tools and treasures. 

The Heritage Society of B.C. will be administering the
grant programs funded under the Heritage Legacy Fund 
(formerly B.C. Heritage Trust).

The HSBC is currently drafting the grant funding program
criteria which they plan to have finalized by the end of
February.  Check their website www.heritage.bc.ca for info.

The Myra Canyon Trestle Restoration Society

Members of the community recognized in 1993 that the
Myra Canyon trestles and trail had become unsafe due to
acts of vandalism and pilferage.  A small group decided to
save the trestles from further destruction and the Myra
Canyon Trestle Restoration Society was born.

From 1993 to 95, the Society, with support of individuals
and the business community undertook to place decks and
guard rails on all 18 trestles within the Myra Canyon section
of the old Kettle Valley Railway line.  The Society
maintained the trail and added viewing benches, toilets and
interpretive signage.  A heavy wooden portal was installed
at the end of one of the runnels to reduce the danger of
falling rocks, slop stabilization and trail brushing were also
undertaken to maintain the safe use of the trail and trestles.

Much of this work was destroyed
by the disastrous Okanagan
Mountain Park fire but the basic
structure of the trail, including 2
tunnels, 4 wooden trestles and 2

large steel trestles remain intact.   It is the Society’s
intention, with help from the private sector and individuals to
raise funds to assist the government to rebuild all the
trestles and other damaged infrastructure.  For news on
progress go to News and Events on our website
www.myratrestles.com.

Quesnel Oral History to be recorded

Oral history has been part of human culture since time
began.  Providing younger generations with the stories of
their ancestors keeps that history alive.  A
newly formed committee Friends of Quesnel
and District Museum and Archives intend to
record these recollections area residents.

A series of public meetings are planned to
identify volunteers as well as those with
histories to share then training will get
underway for the interviewers gathering the
oral histories.  The project is expected to continue as long as
there are volunteers and stories to be told.  Digital
recordings and the transcriptions will be stored at the
Museum with access to much of the information from the
Museum’s website.

 

Opportunities to learn

The free Preconference Workshops this year offer an unique 
opportunity to assist your local Society in the areas of the Privacy

Act and opportunities for grants and donations.

The PIPA Implementation training reviews
how the Privacy Act affects non-profit
societies and how to address privacy issues
with your membership forms, membership
lists, newsletters, etc.   This is being
presented by the Ministry of Management 
Services, Information Policy and Privacy
Branch, BC Govt.

Lynne Milnes, Fundraising Consultant, will
be presenting a workshop ‘Dollars and

Donors’ and it includes how to write a successful grant proposal. 
All Societies are looking for various project funds and this could be
the key to your success.  Partial funding for this workshop is being
supplied by the Historical Society of B.C.  Workshops are limited
to 40 each - send in your registration early.

Sled Dog Mail Run - Quesnel-Wells-Barkerville

The 13th Annual Sled Dog Mail run along the old gold rush
trail from Quesnel to Barkerville took off from Quesnel Jan.

21st but due to
adverse weather
conditions (pouring
rain), a modified
route along a
logging road was
used.  Regardless
of the weather the
mail did got

through!  Mushers  from the Quesnel area, Lower Mainland,
Washington and Australia participated.  

Trail Historical Society

The Trail Historical Society was commissioned by Teck
Cominco to create a database for their photograph and
negative collection.  The project consists of three phases and
over 30,000 negatives with phase II scheduled for completion
by the end of the year.

A very successful Antiques Appraisal Day was held in May
with great local participation and a great fundraiser for the
Society.  Appraiser Al Bowen conducted private sessions and
appraised the City’s museum collection.  A very enjoyable and
successful event with preparations underway for next year.

The Society received a substantial contribution from the
Canadian Heritage Deputy Minister to assist in a feasibility
study for a new museum and archives.  After undergoing a
major refurbishment, there was a grand reopening of our
Sports Hall of Memories and addition of a new display room
honouring local athletes currently competing at the
professional level.   All work was carried out by Society
volunteers who contributed over 500 hours to the project.  For
information contact Sarah at 250-364-0829 or history@trail.ca
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