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Agricultural societies appeared early
in settlement years with the objective of
assisting farmers and organizing an annual
fair. These were modelled on European fairs
but adapted to local specifics. Prize winners
at small fairs aimed to compete later in a
larger fair or fairs. Judges were originally
recruited in impromptu fashion but finally
governments set up courses to train
prospective judges. Livestock judging
required familiarity with various breeds of
cattle or horses. Diplomacy was an asset for
those judging women'’s sewing, baking or
handicraft and “the Best Baby Contest.

World fairs were presented in Europe
starting in the 1700s. The 1851 Crystal Palace
Exhibition in London, England opened for
5 months and attracted 6 million visitors.
Ambitious communities in North America
seized upon the many windowed Crystal
Palace design for their first major Fair Hall.

Entertainment soon went hand in
hand with agricultural fairs. Midways,
carnivals, daring stunt men, circuses and big
name entertainers became commonplace.
The agricultural component continued,
optimistic that they were serving farmers
and educating urban visitors. In 1872 P.T.
Barnum's circus started following fairs in its
own fifteen unit train to communities served
by the railway.

An early crowd pleaser included the
horse races. Every household had a horse,
and that nag might be entered in a friendly
race. In some communities there were turf
clubs for the owners of thoroughbred racers.
Race prizes may not have been big purses,
but betting on the sidelines were.

Transportation to the fair dictated
what animals might be shown. Big animals
walked behind the horse drawn buggy. A
detailed description of a farm youth’s day
at a fair written by Grant MacEwen presents
a word picture of those days before the
railway, then trucks, came into the
countryside. Those improved the feasibility
of travel but not the disposition of a balky
cow or squealing pig.

During wartime the armed forces
commandeered suitable fair grounds across
the country. However, those same grounds,
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including the CNE in Toronto, would be
temporarily evacuated by the military to
allow the annual fair to operate.

In the chapter Children and Fairs, the
author’s descriptions invoke the smell of
popcorn and cotton candy, or the sound of
midway barkers or a carousel. He then tells
of special programmes for children, which
encouraged participation from schools.
During the Depression Boys and Girls
Camps were the highlight of a farm kid’s
summer holiday. Later 4H clubs were
created to encourage farming and
homemaking skills.

The conclusion? This book illustrates
250 years of fair tradition in a nutshell. But
to truly appreciate a fair, it is necessary to
be there in person.

Naomi Miller, former Editor of the B.C. Historical News.

Enderby; an illustrated history.
Robert and Joan Cowan. Enderby & District Museum
Society, 2005. 289 p., illus. $25 paperback.

To the current list of the many fine
histories of British Columbia’s cities, towns
and villages, now add Robert and Joan
Cowan’s exemplary account of Enderby’s
evolution. An Enderby centennial project,
the book ranges from a well-researched
overview of the earliest known history of
the area and its first peoples to the
pioneering efforts of its first settlers, then to
its “Golden Years” starting with its
incorporation on March 1, 1905 and the
election of George Bell as the first mayor,
then on to the middle years of its municipal
development and finally to the period of
post-war expansion culminating in the 1972
closure of the city’s sawmill. Numerous
black and white archival photographs from
the museum’s collection have been
supplemented with others from private
collections and facilities in Vancouver,
Vernon and Salmon Arm. In all it’s a
rollercoaster ride of good times and
depressions buoyed by the spirit of the
people who have made Enderby the close-
knit community it is today.

Well-written, easily read and

meticulously researched, the book, although
“not an academic study,” will appeal to
descendants and friends of the individuals
and families referred to as the city’s movers
and shakers, to professional historians and
archivists wishing to enhance the details of
their knowledge of BC's rural development;
and to members of the general public
interested in amusing anecdotes and
dramatic stories of the people and events
that helped shape the history of the area and
by extension the history of the province. The
Cowans’ passion for their project and for
presenting their subjects in as human a light
as possible is readily evident in their
recounting of such episodes as teacher
Mabel Violet Beattie’s after-school
“conference” with an obstreperous young
lad and “a third member of the conference
... an efficient strap, skilfully wielded by a
determined Miss Beattie.” Or in some of first
policeman Bill Gardom’s escapades,
including his chase with five of his deputies
to pursue the elusive Bill Miner and his
gang. Numerous “firsts” are duly recorded
and mills, brickyards, schools, churches,
theatres. hockey teams, girls basketball
teams, curlers, libraries, service clubs and
hospitals and icons such as Alexander Leslie
Fortune, the Lambly brothers, Mayor Bell,
Henry Milton Walker, Dr. Harry Wishart
Keith, Sam Polson, Bob Bailey, the Dill
Brothers, George Rands, Eleanor
MacPherson, Hedley Stevenson, Harry
Danforth, Ruby Lidstone, Ben Carlson, John
Pritchard, Tom and Olive Malpass, George
Macleod, the Baird Brothers, and Jack Smith
are all noted for their contributions to
Enderby’s life and times. The chapter on the
tug of war over Enderby’s status as a village
or a city is a moving tribute to the foresight
and courage of the ratepayers who refused
to relinquish the city status once won,
especially when the going got tough. The
maps, population table and several page
bibliography in the appendices all enhance
the book’s interest and utility as well.

For twenty-five of the last thirty years
of their residency in Enderby, the Cowans
have been connected to the Enderby &
District Museum, he as Chair of the Society



for several terms and she as the Curator/
Administrator of the museum since its
inception in 1988. Their life-long
commitment to the Society has paid off
handsomely in this centennial volume
celebrating Enderby’s history.

M. Wayne Cunningham, Kamloops, BC

Gold Below the Canyon; the life and times of
William Barker, Gold Miner, 1817-1894.

Branwen C. Patenaude. Victoria: Trafford Publishing.
2005. 141 p., illus. $20.95 paperback

To set the record straight for “the true
biography of the gold miner William Barker,
after whom the historic town of Barkerville
was named,” and to rectify the errors she
has found on Billy’s memorial plaque,
Quesnel historian Branwen C. Patenaude
has self-published this “creative non-fiction
account” of Barker’s life, times and
achievements. With her comprehensive
research, commitment to her objective and
imaginative re-creation of scenes and
dialogue she has profiled an 1800’s gold
mining icon as he panned through
California and then struck it rich in the
Cariboo. It, along with the other books she
has written provides a comprehensively
realistic picture of life during the province’s
hectic gold rush days.

Patenaude anchors Billy’s story as an
individual in the hurly burly of the times
through references to established historical
facts and events and known personalities.
Thus, woven around Billy are mentions of
the San Francisco of 1852; of Jenny Lind and
P.T. Barnum; of the lengthy journey across
the continent and over the sea to get to
England; of the Cariboo gold fields, various
Gold Commissioners and the Gold Field
Act; of the greed, murder and mayhem in
the fields; of Governor Douglas, Judge
Begbie, and of John Cameron and the sad
story of his trek to bring his dead wife’s body
back to Ontario. The settings in the mining
camps and mines are factually portrayed
with the mentions of the mining equipment
and processes, and the tragedy of a broken
ladder and a resultant death helps to
dramatize Billy’s story. In the settings, Billy

springs to life. We sympathize with him over
his failed marriages, admire his unwavering
loyalty to his friends, become exasperated
with his spendthrift ways, are glad for him
when times are good and sad for him when
they aren’t. Thanks to Patenaude’s research
we also learn the true extent of Billy’s
ventures, especially in his later years when
he had fallen on hard times before fatally
contracting cancer and dying a pauper in
Victoria’s Old Men’s Home on July 11, 1894.
And from the judicious selection of
photographs she has included we learn
where Billy travelled, lived and worked.
(Thanks to her research as well, she now
owns an authenticated original photograph
of Barker as a young man.) Her Endnotes
section is also a worthwhile resource for
further research about the man for whom
Barkerville was named.

Although its copy editing is not
perfect, and the numerous citations to
validate the authenticity of various factual
statements are sometimes distracting,
Patenaude’s volume is a valuable addition
to the lore of the California and Cariboo gold
rushes and in particular to the memory of
Billy Barker “as a prospector [whose]
independent life-style epitomizes the spirit
of many men and women who came to
British Columbia to better their lot in life,
and remained to help build a province.”

M. Wayne Cunningham, Kamloops, BC

John Muir, West Coast Pioneer.
Daryl Ashby, Vancouver, BC., Ronsdale Press, 2005, 237 p.,
illus. $21.95 paperback

John Muir and his family arrived on
Vancouver Island on the Norman Morison as
Hudson’s Bay Company sponsored settlers
in 1850. Their story in this book starts with
their journey out from London, and follows
their brief and unsuccessful stay at Fort
Rupert and their later development of land,
sawmills and a sailing fleet on southern
Vancouver Island, and ends with Muir’s
death in 1883.

The publisher’s term “biography” is
perhaps a misnomer for, after an
introduction and overview in the author’s
voice, the story is spoken entirely through

the voice of John Muir and our insight into
Muir himself is largely inferential. On the
other hand, we learn a lot about other
people. We see the immigrant view of an
imperious James Douglas. Captain Walter
Colquhoun Grant, the misplaced penniless
independent settler, comes across as a
misguided but sympathetic, even likeable
character who leaves defeated after a few
months. We find he tried to teach the natives
Gaelic in an effort to effect a Scottish
settlement. We also learn that Dr. John
Sebastian Helmcken, as Speaker of the
House, was endlessly deferential to
Douglas. These are the little gems only a
diary can produce. We also learn about the
journey of various family members within
the Sooke area.

On the other hand, using a diary
without footnoting or the author’s
advantage of hindsight is a potential
minefield and can allow for the introduction
of misleading information. Although based
on Muir’s own diary and a variety of other
sources, not a single reference appears for
verification. Unfortunately, errors do creep
in. For example, the Hudson’s Bay
Company (HBC) was not at the mouth of
the Columbia in 1811, but 1821. Douglas
chose the Fort Victoria site in the summer
of 1842, not 1843. Wrong names slipped in.
HBC vessel Columbia is left as the Columbus,
the Tory, the Troy. The 85 immigrant
passengers from the Norman Morison did not
disembark at Fort Rupert in August 1860 but
months earlier at Fort Victoria where they
were re-deployed. As well, a firmer author’s
hand was needed to balance out statements,
for clearly Muir was the central character of
his own life and some objectivity was
needed. His statement upon his arrival that
he was “the first outsider that those about
the fort had seen in a decade...” does not
hold up to scrutiny when one considers the
crews of the many HBC and other vessels
that had visited Fort Victoria for the
previous six years. Muir’s misperception
could have been corrected with a footnote.

In the end, we know something about
Muir and his family and their lives in the
Sooke area. Nonetheless, in spite of its
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shortcomings, there is a story that is being
told here, of a pioneering family who faced
the elements and carved out a new life for
themselves on Vancouver Island.

Bruce M. Watson is a retired college instructor of English
and history

Once upon a Time in the West: the making of
the Western Canadian Philosophical
Association, 1963-2004.

Béla Szabados. Kelowna, B.C., Academic Printing and
Publishing, 2005.143 p., illus. $18.95. Available from
Academic Printing & Publishing, #9, 3151 Lakeshore Road,
Ste 403, Kelowna, BC VIW 359

Béla Szabados, a long time member
of the Western Canadian Philosophical
Association, has produced a documentary
history of his organization based on letters
exchanged with founding members,
programmes of the annual conferences,
short biographies and portraits of key
members and his own observations of the
developing interests of the group.

Szabados’ small volume is a ‘for the
record” history - of interest primarily to
Association members and practitioners of
related academic pursuits. It joins scores of
other B.C. institutional and association
histories by members of such organizations
as the Geological Association of Canada,
Pacific Section; the Association of
Professional Foresters; the B.C. Golf
Association; the B.C. Honey Producers
Association; the Pharmaceutical Association
of the Province of British Columbia and the
British Columbia Badminton Association.
Micro-histories  documenting  the
development of these and many other local
organizations are available through the
libraries of B.C. and can serve as information
bases for future researchers.

Ross Carter

Pioneers of the Pacific; voyages of

exploration, 1787-1810.

Nigel Rigby, Pieter van der Merwe and Glyn Williams. 144
p., illus., maps. Fairbanks, Alaska: University of Alaska
Press, 2005. $US 26.95

This is a production from a team of
experts gathered together at the National
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Maritime Museum, Greenwich, and the book
can be regarded as a sequel to Captain Cook
in the Pacific, published by the National
Maritime Museum in 2002. The literary,
documentary and illustration holdings of that
great repository of sea and port knowledge,
naval and merchant, are indisputably
famous. The authors in question —experts all
— must have faced numerous difficulties in
choosing what to include in this survey. This
is not a short book, and its handsome, larger
format provides lots of room for the
illustrations. Readers will want to acquire this
book for the illustrations alone. The quality
of reproduction coupled with the quality of
the glossy stock make for as fine a replication
as one might find at this cost.

Two of the illustrations come
immediately to our attention: a profile or
elevation of George Vancouver’s Discovery, a
watercolour that is the only known original
drawing of this exploration vessel other than
the Admiralty plan. The artist is not known.
The watercolour shows Discovery being fitted
out at Deptford. This illustration was
acquired in late 2005 by the National
Maritime Museum, and this premier
showing - in this book - is as welcome as it
is delightful. Ship modellers will find this of
real value, too. The second prize illustration,
to my way of thinking, is the familiar
“Caneing in Conduit Street — Dedicated to
the Flag Officers of the British Navy.” This
was executed by James Gillray in 1796, and
shows poor George Vancouver being
attacked by that terrible, irascible and volatile
upstart — nowadays he might be called a
spoiled brat with family connections -
Thomas Pitt, now Lord Camelford.
Vancouver had punished Midshipman Pitt,
then sent him home from the Pacific on
grounds of bad behavior (in fact he was
stealing king’s property to acquire sexual
favour ashore at Pacificislands). It is less than
a fanciful story and is full of pathos even
tragedy. Gillray loved to poke fun at the Navy
in this instance. Two years later George
Vancouver was dead, and he did not see his
famous book of discoveries in print. There’s
another illustration here of personal interest:
William Broughton, by an unidentified artist.

Broughton commanded HM Brig Chatham,
the consort of Vancouver’s Discovery. There
is more to tell of Broughton’s voyage to the
North Pacific in succession to Vancouver’s
four year ordeal, and by the end of the
century British mariners on official business
had completed the general survey of the great
waters of the Pacific, from Antarctica to Arctic
ice, and opened a new world to commerce
and cultural interchange, meanwhile
botanizing, introducing plants and domestic
breeds, founding colonies and convict
stations, working up alliances with island
and coastal groups, invading and
withdrawing as required.

The pioneers described in this book
came with noble purposes. Most were on
scientific purposes or on missions of
hydrographic inquiry for purpose of
facilitating safe navigation. Their intentions
were not the sort that latter day critics claim
were imperialistic. Like many other
individuals in the course of history they could
make history but they could not determine
the future or even shape their own present
worlds. Doubtless they were part of imperial
tides lapping on distant reefs and islets even
continents. Fortunately the authors do not fall
into the mistake of having to deal with these
misguided notions. They have employed
their chief characters - be it Bligh, Flinders,
Phillip, Malaspina or Laperouse — to present
a clear and basic narrative of events that
developed at that time and place.

A wonderful comparative chronology
accompanies this book. The volume’s
research value is further enhanced by its
bibliography of essential works and its
serviceable index. The authors and the
publishers — and the enlightened leadership
of the National Maritime Museum's research
department headed by Dr Rigby - are to be
congratulated for this fine book. This is an
excellent review of the subject using
individual key actors as factors in change and
exploration; it is also a fine introduction to
larger themes for future researchers who
want to explore the depths of Pacific history
and to do so in serious and definitive fashion.

Barry Gough



Royal City; a photographic history of New
Westminster, 1858-1960.

Jim Wolf. Surrey, Heritage House, 2005. 191 p., illus.
$39.95 hard cover.

Surely few British Columbia
communities have been so vigorously
documented by photographers throughout
their lives as the remarkable city of New
Westminster; and finally, from Heritage
House, a book which indeed celebrates both
New Westminster and its photographers.
Jim Wolf’s first book satisfies with brio the
need for a volume about a unique city which
has been shamefully ignored by historians.
Even were this not the case, this new work
would surely take its place at the head of
any listing of books on the Royal City.

Its 190 pages display 250
photographs, most never having previously
seen the light of day. Especially powerfully
moving among these is the rich panoply of
photos in chapter 4 “A Hell of Roaring
Flame, 1898-1899”, which brings the reader
as near to the horrors of the destruction by
fire of the city’s centre as one could
reasonably wish.

However, from the first chapter, “The
Imperial Stumpfield, 1858-1868", through to
the last, the eighth, “The Golden Mile, 1945-
1960”, the photographs, most rare and all
richly informative, delight the senses,
revealing New Westminster as it fully
deserves. Full-page biographies of nine of
New Westminster’s major photographers -
two are paired - find their places strategically
at the end of each chapter. Fortunately, the
quality of photo reproduction and printing
ranks with the best.

Fronted by Michael Kluckner’s
insightful “Forward”, Wolf’s meticulous
and illuminating text cannot, even
momentarily, conceal his delighted
enthusiasm for New Westminster. His is a
New Westminster keenly observed, a love
affair shared with pride and some swagger.
(Wolf, heritage planner for the City of
Burnaby, is a founding director of the New
Westminster Heritage Foundation.)

An appendix detals New
Westminster’s photography studios during
the book’s time period, followed by
endnotes, a bibliography, and an index of

photographs, as well as an unusually
accurate index.

Wolf guides the reader with finesse
through New Westminster’s first century,
telling us numerous stories, with a host of
newly-revealed images, withal augmented
by salutes to many of the photographers
who captured a richly-textured city for our
pleasure. This is surely the New
Westminster book we’ve been waiting for.

Henry Ewert is author of The Perfect Little Street Car
System, North Vancouver, 2000.

Stanley Park’s Secret: The Forgotten Families
of Whoi Whoi, Kanada Ranch and Brockton
Point.
Jean Barman. Maderia Park, Harbour
Publishing, 2005. 279 p. illus., maps, . $36.95
hard cover.

Vancouver’s world-famous Stanley
Park has an infamous background. When
the Council of the new, booming city of
Vancouver proposed dedicating its northern
peninsula, jutting into Burrard Inlet, as a
park in 1886, this lovely piece of land had
for generations been used and settled by
local First Nations peoples. Settlements
existed at six locations around the peninsula,
with a large, traditional First Nations
graveyard at Brockton Point. As well, a large
farm just outside the park boundaries, called
Kanaka Ranch, had been established by a
group of Hawaiian families employed in one
of the local sawmills. Portugese immigrants,
many of them with First Nations wives, also
settled in the area, built small houses, and
established gardens. These were not slum
areas, although most of the homes were
small, and the communities housed workers
for many of Vancouver’s businesses.

With little regard for the rights of the
families, the Council and its Parks Board
proceeded to dedicate the area as Stanley
Park and made plans to evict the “squatters”
whose family rights to the area went back
for at least more than a century. Despite
eviction orders, some First Nations families
successfully fought for their rights to
remain, although the Parks Board was
almost immediately successful in clearing a

Chinese community from the area where the
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club now stands. In
1923, the City of Vancouver began a long
court battle to dispossess the remaining
families; the settlers lost, but some families
were allowed to live in their homes “until
their deaths.” The last remaining Brockton
Point settler, Tim Cummings, died in 1958,
having lived most of his 77 years in his tiny
home there. Once news of the court battles
disappeared from the local press, the stories
gradually vanished from history.

Now, the accounts of these
“forgotten families” are told in a brilliant
new book by historian Jean Barman, whose
earlier histories of B.C. and Vancouver have
become classic best-sellers. Stanley Park’s
Secret was short-listed for the Roderick Haig-
Brown B.C. Book Prize. After providing
solid historical background in Chapter 1,
Barman drew heavily on wonderful
interviews with some settlers done by Major
]J.S. Matthews, Vancouver’s first City
Archivist, in the 1940s and 1950s. As well,
Barman tracked down and interviewed
more than 40 family descendants, unearthed
more information and memories, and
gathered a virtual trove of delightful and
revealing family photographs. As with
Barman’s other books, this one is thoroughly
and beautifully researched, well written and
delightfully interesting.

Because of the heavy-handed actions
of the Council and Parks Board, the book is
not always a “comfortable read”; it does not
deal with a golden, glorious past but with
dark, shameful secrets. But it is real — and
indispensable - history.

Glennis Zilm is member of the B.C. History of Nursing
Group and of the Surrey Historical Society.

Stella; Unrepentant Madam.
Linda J. Eversole. Victoria, TouchWood Editions, 2005. 198
p. illus. $19.95 paperback.

Rockwood seemed to be a typical
Victoria mansion, twelve acres on The
Gorge, graced by a handsome Queen Anne-
style house built in 1892 for pioneer brewer
Joseph Loewen. In 1908 Rockwood’s second
owner, Stella Carroll, tastefully and
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elegantly redecorated the interior and
opened her premier parlour house, i.e. a
high-class brothel.

Stella had demonstrated her business
acumen in more ways than one, and was
well-known to real estate investors, as well
as to police and politicians, including Mayor
Alfred Morley, who was himself less than
squeaky clean . Born in Missouri, she
followed her “fortune” westward and up the
coast from San Francisco to Victoria. Her
most serious judgment errors derived from
her execrable taste in men. One of her least
savoury lovers shot her in the leg, wounding
her badly enough to necessitate amputation.

Heritage researcher Linda Eversole
followed clues and pursued elusive links for
twenty years in order to achieve her
biography of this feisty, intelligent, alluring
and doomed heroine with a heart of gold
and a devotion to family. And this rags-to-
riches-to-rags tale has the novel twist of
being part of British Columbia history, a
peek behind the Tweed (or Velvet) Curtain
of Victoria a century ago.

Yet, in spite of her admiration for her
subject and her lively writing style, Eversole
tells a sad story of hypocrisy and wasted
talent. Stella’s history differs from the
movies which, if they don’t always provide
a happy ending for the good-hearted
prostitute, often earn an Oscar for the actress
who plays her. Nor have we come such a
long way, Baby. Our ladylike capital city,
where Stella briefly flourished, still has need
for an organization such as PEERS, the
Prostitutes Empowerment Education and
Resource Society, whose mission statement
rings with such words as “respect”, “safety”,
and “understanding”. Stella could have
used all of these.

Phyllis Reeve

World Tea Party
Victoria; an exhibit of tea wares and tea-related art
curated by Bryan Mulvihill and Judith Patt with Sheila
Connelly; catalogue edited by Judith Patt with essays by
Judith Patt, Sheila Connelly, Eve Millar. Art Gallery of
Greater Victoria, 2004. 96 p., illlus. $10 paperback.

This charming little book documents

an exhibition hosted by the Art Gallery of

32 BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY - Vol. 39 No. 2

Greater Victoria throughout the summer of
2004, making the most of Victoria’s
undisputed reputation as the tea-party
capital of Canada.

A series of essays review the history
of tea, tea arts and tea rituals in China, Japan,
India, and especially Britain, with
discussions of Early Female Patronage of
Tea in Britain, Women Silversmiths in
Britain, British Porcelains and Tea Wares,
and British Tea Equipage and Manners. The
concluding essays focus on “Tea in Victoria,
1850s-1950s” and “Bernard Leach and
Contemporary potters of British Columbia.”
Bernard Leach, a British potter profoundly
influenced by Asian arts, in turn taught and
influenced some of our own major potters,
such as John Reeve, Glen Lewis and
Charmian Johnson.

Twenty pages of fine photographs, more
than half in colour, range from Chinese tea
bowls from the Song dynasty (960-1279) to the
expected and beloved ware of Worcester,
Wedgwood and Coalport, to imaginative
variations from the kilns of twenty-first century
British Columbia artists Robin Hopper, Pat
Webber, Judy Weeden, Harumi Ota, and an
encouraging number of others.

A happy bonus gives us quirky self-
portraits-at-tea by Emily Carr and
photographer Hannah Maynard.

Phyllis Reeve pours Murchie’s tea from a Wade pot.

Keeping it Living; traditions of plant use and
cultivation on the Northwest Coast of North

America.

Edited by Douglas Deur and Nancy J. Turner. Vancouver,
UBC Press; Seattle, University of Washington Press, 2005.
404 p., illus. $44.95 hard cover.

This book is edited by two very
distinguished scholars and research
scientists. Douglas Deur is Research
Coordinator with the Pacific Northwest
Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit at the
University of Washington as well as Adjunct
Professor of Geography at the University of
Reno, Nevada. Nancy J. Turner is
Distinguished Professor in Environmental
Studies and Geography at the University of
Victoria, BC.

Their combined Northwest Coast

studies, plus exhaustive literature searches,
brought out many discrepancies in earlier
studies. Franz Boas and many other first
visitors left written records, usually
classified coastal cultures as almost
exclusively hunter-gatherer societies. The
intent of the editors was to have this volume
address this gap in our written knowledge
base and to document their actual expanded
societal control and management of other
food sources.

Anthropologists, archaeologists,
ethnobotanists, ecologists, geographers,
together with elders and scholars from
indigenous peoples whose clans and
ancestral roots go back for thousands of
years along the Northwest Coast have all
contributed. The combined expertise of
these selected specialists becomes obvious
in their scientific papers within this book,
and provide comprehensive insights about
how Native Americans managed and
nurtured plant communities essential for
their sustenance, health and also for
bartering with other communities in
essential commerce trading for needed
goods. It describes how regional
communities used and cared for over 300
different species of plants, from wetlands
and estuarial sites to higher slopes of the
mountains where red cedar and berry crops
were harvested and encouraged to produce
better results.

The editors and their selected
authors are all highly qualified scientists.
Therefore this volume should be viewed as
amajor reference source for scholars, rather
than a light easy ‘read’ for the average lay
person. What markets are the publishers
wishing to satisfy? The introduction, in
particular, is a challenging and intimidating
piece of journalism, even to one trained in
reading heavy scientific terminology. As the
following example of a long sentence shows:
“Cultivation, despite continued terminological
ambiguities, is now commonly associated with
such activities as the seeding or transplanting
of propagules [i.e., the parts of plants such as
seeds, bulbs, or fragments of rhizome, capable of
regnerating into individual new plants], the
intentional fertilization of modification of soils,



improvements of irrigation or drainage, and the
clearing or ‘weeding’ of competing plants.” A
constant review of these long loaded
sentences is needed to gain understanding.
Perhaps the editors should have been
“edited”. Mercifully the authors (including
the two editors) in their papers on supporting
studies in this volume are much more
understandable. The reader is not so much
bludgeoned by scientific nomenclature. Now
they have got me doing it!

So, if you, the reader are in search of
serious documentation to fill gaps in
Northwest Coast knowledge of pre-
European plant use and cultivation, then
this volume will be an excellent reference
for your library. But if your desire is to enjoy
a good read as a relaxing displacement
activity, as I do, then buyer beware.

W. Grant Hazelwood, a graduate of UBC in the Earth
Sciences, lives in Terrace.

Raincoast Chronicles Fourth Five
edited by Howard White, Harbour Publishing,
2005. 420 pp. $42.95 - Hard cover

Thirty four years ago Harbour
Publishing editor publisher Howard White
sat at his kitchen table in Pender Harbour
looking for a ‘likely fantasy’ to plug into a
LIP grant form he was completing. Thus,
Raincoast Chronicles was born. The magazine
he envisaged ‘would not merely detail the
stages of local settlement . . . it would drive
through that easy chronicle for the flavour,
the spirit of the BC coast story.” So wrote
Howard White in the first compilation -
Raincoast Chronicles First Five.

Raincoast Chronicles Fourth Five is now
at hand. It's hardback and no longer sepia
printed - still a “no-bullshit book that opens
up the pastin a way that no other magazine
has ever succeeded” as Bob Hunter stated
in the foreword to the First Five. The Fourth
Five collects the complete Raincoast
Chronicles 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20. Among the
thirty or more articles and stories appear
settlers, aboriginal villages and villagers,
loggers and logging equipment, cannery
workers, squatters, architects, and ships and

their crews. It's full of first person narratives,
told with the verve of having been there.
Two book length features from Raincoast
Chronicles 16 and 20 — Time and Tide: a History
of Telegraph Cove by Pat Wastell Norris and
Stephen Hume’s Lilies & Fireweed: Frontier
Women of British Columbia make up the
half the volume. All in all, it’s an attractive
book that carries forward wonderful
illustrations of the original issues.

Raincoast Chronicles is very much a
product of its era. ‘Consensus history’ that
told the stories of the power that the
powerful had seized was under fire in the
sixties. The ‘new history’ saw consensus
history as exclusionary especially of
aboriginals, women and workers. But for all
its strengths of inclusion and popular appeal
the focus of the new history can be narrow,
lack narrative sweep and a sense of the
broad trends of change. Howard White’s
kitchen table endeavor had and has all of
those strengths and all of those weaknesses.
Nevertheless, putting aside those issues of
historiography, Raincoast Chronicles Fourth
Five is another good read for West Coast
history buffs and the casual reader.

Ross Carter.

24th Annual BCHF Book Writing
Competition - Lieutenant
Governor’s Award as the Top Prize
Deadline: December 31, 2006

The British Columbia Historical
Federation invites submissions for the 2#h
Annual Book Competition for Writers of
British Columbia History.

Non-fiction books representing any
facet of BC history, published in 2006, are
eligible. The judges are looking for quality
presentations and fresh material. Reprints or
revisions of books or articles are not eligible.

Lieutenant Governor’s Award & Prizes
The BC Lieutenant Governor’s Award
for Historical Writing will be awarded
together with $600 to the author whose book
makes the most significant contribution to
the history of British Columbia. The 2nd and
3rd place winners will receive $400 and $200
respectively.
Certificates of Honourable Mention
may be awarded to other books as
recommended by the judges.

Publicity

All winners will receive publicity and
an invitation to the BCHF Award’s Banquet
at the Federation’s annual conference which
will be in Victoria, May 10-13, 2007.

Submission Requirements:

e By submitting books for this
competition, the authors agree that the
British Columbia Historical Federation
(BCHF) may use their name(s) in press
releases and in its publications.

* Books entered become property of the
BCHF.

o Authors and/or Publishers are
required to send/mail one copy of their
book to each of the three Judges.

¢  Submission Deadlineis December 31,2006

For mailing instructions please contact:
Barb Hynek,

Chair/Judge of the BCHF Book Competition
2477 140th Street, Surrey, B.C. V4P 2C5
Email: bhynek@telus.net
Phone:604.535.9090
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SHERWOOD, Jay. Surveying Northern British
Columbia: A Photojournal of Frank
Swannell. Reviewed by W. Grant Hazelwood.
38:2 (2005): 34-35.

SIM, Gary. Art & Artists in Exhibition
Vancouver: 1890-1950. [electronic resource].
Reviewed by Cheryl Siegel. 38:4 (2005):26.

SIMPSON, Sharron. Boards, Boxes, and Bins:
Stanley M. Simpson and the Okanagan
Lumber Industry. Reviewed by Denis
Marshall. 38:1 (2005): 25-26.

SLEIGH, Daphne. Walter Moberly and the
Northwest Passage by Rail. Reviewed by
Frank Leonard. 38:1 (2005): 29.

TURNER, Nancy J. Plants of the Haida Gwaii.
Reviewed by Elizabeth Walker. 38:3 (2005): 35.
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Miscellany

TWIGG, Alan. First Invaders: The Literary
Origins of British Columbia. Reviewed by
Peter Mitham. 38:2 (2005): 35.

WAISER, Bill. All Hell Can’t Stop Us: The On-
to-Ottawa Trek and Regina Riot Reviewed by
Duff Sutherland. 38:1 (2005): 22-23.

WEICHT, Chris. North by Northwest: An
Aviation History. Reviewed by Mike Higgs.
38:3 (2005)): 31.

WELLS, Oliver. Edenbank - the History of a
Canadian Pioneer Farm. Reviewed by
John Cherrington. 38:1 (2005): 24.

WHITE, Patricia. Mountie in Mukluks: The
Arctic Adventures of Billl White. Reviewed
by Carol Lowes. 38:3 (2005): 30.

WILLIAMS, Judith. Dynamite Stories. Reviewed
by Arnold Ranneris. 38:1 (2005): 22.

WINDH, Jacqueline. The Wild Edge: Clayoquot,
Long Beach & Barkley Sound. Reviewed by
Philip Teece. 38:3 (2005): 34-35.

WINTERS, Barbara, ed. Legh Mullhall Kilpin -
Teacher, Painter, Printmaker. Reviewed by
Harvey Buckmaster. 38:4 (2005): 29.

WUEST, Donna Yoshitake. Coldstream: The
Ranch Where It All Began. Reviewed by M.
Wayne Cunningham. 38:4 (2005): 26-27.

YESAKI, Mitsuo. Watari-Dori (Birds of Passage).
Reviewed by Sheryl Salloum. 38:4 (2005): 32.

NOTEWORTHY BOOKS
Includes books not reviewed but that are of
interest and may be reviewed at a later date.

38:1 (2005): 40; 38:2 ((2005): 35; 38:3 (2005):
37; 38:4 (2005): 33.
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The BC Historical Federation is
pleased to announce their 23
Annual Book Competition Prizes.

The Lieutenant Governor’s Award and First
Prize ($600.00) for the top 2005 British
Columbia Historical Book:

HISTORICAL ATLAS OF VANCOUVER
AND THE LOWER FRASER VALLEY by
Derek Hayes, Publisher Douglas & McIntyre

Second Prize ($400.00):
VANISHING BRITISH COLUMBIA by
Michael Kluckner, Publisher UBC Press

Third Prize ($200.00):

ISLANDS IN THE SALISH SEA - A
Community Atlas edited by Sheila
Harrington and Judi Stevenson, Publisher
Heritage House

Honourable Mention:

HOMEFRONT & BATTLEFRONT: NELSON
BC IN WORLD WAR II by Sylvia Crooks,
Publisher Granville Island Publishing

STELLA - UNREPENTANT MADAM
by Linda Eversole, Publisher Heritage House

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF VICTORIA
ARCHITECT, P. LEONARD JAMES by
Rosemary J. Cross, Publisher Dear Brutus
Publishing

The BC Historical Federation Book
Prizes Ceremony took place at their annual
BCHF Conference Banquet which was held
in Kimberley, BC, on May 6%, 2006, 6pm at
the Marriott Residence Inn.

Thank you to the Judges of the Book
Competition: Diane Rogers, Alice Marwood
and Barb Hynek

Submitted by Bob Mukai, Chair of the BCHF
Book Writing Competition

The University of Victoria announced in
July, 2006 that Pat Roy, President of the
BC Historical Associaton has been made a
fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.

Best Article Award for 2005

Dr. Jean Barman, is the winner of the
best article award for 2005 for her article
“Lost Nanaimo — taking back our past”
which appeared in BC History, Vol 38:3.

Salt Spring Island Historical
Society

Key personality at a recent meeting
of the society was John Patton Booth, first
elected to the B.C. Legislature in 1871. He
failed to gain a seat in subsequent elections
until in 1900 he held the office of Speaker of
the House, which lasted until his death in
February 1902. Booth was also a farmer on
Salt Spring Island.

He was of course played by an actor
but the grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of the early pioneers were
real. He intoduced several who gave
interesting stories of their forbears at a time
when logging and farming were the
principal activities, deer hunting supplied
meat for the table, and cougars were a pest.

The organizers were lucky to find
some half-dozen direct descendants of the
pioneer settlers of Salt Spring Island still
livingon theisland.  Their ages rangeddm
20 to 80.

The event was co-sponsored by the
Farmers’ Institute, which was celebrating its
110th anniversary and offered its spacious
hall for the performance. Awgund 200 people
from both organizations attended.

The Land Conservancy

Purchases Historic Property

The Land Conservancy of BC are
official owners of the Historic Joy Kogawa
House in Marpole. Thanks to 550 donors
from around the globe and one last minute
donation of about $500,000 dollars from an
anonymous corporate donor, the cultural
landmark will be saved as part of Canada’s
history for future generations.



The British Columbia Historical
Federation is an umbrella
organization embracing regional
societies.

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES are
entitled to become Member
Societies of the BC Historical
Federation. All members of these
local historical societies shall by
that very fact be members of the
Federation.

AFFILIATED GROUPS are
organizations with specialized
interests or objects of a historical
nature.

MEMBERSHIP FEES for both classes
of membership are one dollar per
member of a Member Society or
Affiliated Group with a minimum
membership fee of $25 and a
maximum of 575.

Question regarding membership
should be sent to;

Ron Hyde, Secretary #2012880
Railway Ave., Richmond BC VIE
6G2

Phone 604.277.2627 Fax
604.277.2657 rbhyde@shaw.ca



Return Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to Circulation Department.

British Columbia Historical News

Alice Marwood, #311 - 45520 Knight Road Cnilliwack, BC V2R 322

Canadian Publications Mail Product Sales Agreement No. 40025793

Publications Mail registration No. 09835

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada, through the Publications Assistance program (PAP), toward our mailing cost

Contact Us:

British Columbia History welcomes stories,
studies, and news items dealing with any aspect of
the history of British Columbia, and British
Columbians.

Please submit manuscripts for publication to
the Editor, British Columbia History,

John Atkin,

921 Princess Avenue,

Vancouver BC V6A 3E8

e-mail: johnatkin@shaw.ca

Book reviews for British Columbia History,
AnneYandle,

3450 West 20th Avenue,

Vancouver BC V6S 1 E4,

604.733.6484

e-mail: yandle@interchange.ubc.ca

Subscription & subscription information:
Alice Marwood,

8056 168A Street,

Surrey B C VAN 4Y6

Phone 604-576-1548

e-mail amarwood@telus.net

Subscriptions: $18.00 per year
For addresses outside Canada add $10.00

2006

23nd Annual Competition for Writers of BC
History Lieutenant-Governor’s Medal for
Historical Writing Deadline: 31 December 2006

The British Columbia Historical Federation invites book
submissions for the twenty-third annual Competition
for Writers of BC History. Books representing any facet
of BC history, published in 2006 will be considered by
the judges who are looking for quality presentations
and fresh material. Community histories, biographies,
records of a project or organization as well as personal
reflections, etc. are eligible for consideration.

Reprints or revisions of books are not eligible.

Lieutenant-Governor’s Medal

The Lieutenant-Governor’s Medal for Historical Writing
will be awarded to an individual writer whose book
contributes significantly to the history of British
Columbia. Additional prizes may be awarded to other
books at the discretion of the judges.

Publicity

All entries receive considerable publicity, Winners will
receive a Certificate of Merit, a monetary award and
an invitation to the Awards Banquet of the Federation’s
annual conference.

Submissions

For information about making submissions contact:
Bob Mukai, Chair of Competition Committee 4100
Lancelot Drive

Richmond, B. C. V7C 4S3

phone 604-274-6449 email robert_mukai@telus.net

Books entered become property of the BC
Historical Federation.

By submitting books for this competition, authors agree that
the British Columbia Historical Federation may use their names
in press releases and Federation publications regarding the
book competition.
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